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Apart from the picture on thc front cover of (:amp 3 on Minapin, 
taken by Dennis Kemp, and on the rear cover of the 1955 Can~bridge 
U~liversity Expedition to Spiti, taken by R te r  I lolmes, all illustra- 
tions in this book are from plzotog-aphs taker1 by the author. 

The maps arc based on 01-iginals appearing in Iny cal-lier book, 
Himalayan Odyssq  which were prepared with assistance frorn the 
Royal Geographical Society London, and have been adapted h r  use 
in this book. 

Once again, I express my tllankt to Sallie Motrat for the task of 
editing the text. 





Trevor l3rahanl has put together another important colltributioll to 
I-Iimalayan literature filling in the gaps in time and space historically 
and geographically. I Ic shares with us I~ i s  rich store of mcl~iories 
frorrl a bygone age of  FIi~llalayari exploratory ~l lour l ta ineer i~l~ .  I-Ie is 
a link with the past as lie started llis Hilllalayan clinlbi11~ befi)re jet 
travcl, at a ti111c when cxpcditio~x could take up to half a year, b c h r c  
satellite p11o11cs and the possibility of  helicopter I-escuc. In those 
days cli~ribers were always fully co~n~n i t t ed ,  out  of  contact with 
finlily and fi-iends and without c o ~ n i n u n i c a t i o ~ ~  to hoiile and office. 
Such Inen wcl-e ~ncntally and physically tough and were of  a time 
wlicn it was unusual for people to ow11 a motor car, wlicn people 
used to walk far rnore, before antibiotics, before nutritionists and 
personal trainers, wllen, in fact, it was felt soinellow unsyorti~lg to 
train too l~ard .  Nylon had o ~ l l y  just bccn i~lvcntcd, plastic and closed 
ccll fi>arn boots had yet to ayycar along with the gas stove, icc screws 
and curved ice axes. Skill levels were lower alld tile dissemination of  
l l o w i ~ l g  rvhat others had done befbre was far slower. 

It was also a time when climbing was begi~lning to 1110ve f o ~ ~ v a r d  
a€tcr the huge setback it suffered during the S c c o ~ ~ d  World War. par- 
ticularly on the Continent. But there was co-operation between 
E3ritain. Austria and C;c~-~nai~y befol-c the war and after it wit11 tllc 
Swiss, as on  Evcrcst in tllc early 1950s. Tllcre wcl-e thc bcgi~lrlillgs 
of a proper appreciation of what it nieaus to cl i l~lb really hi611 and 
the effect on  the body. The  physiologst c;riffitll l'ugh had demon- 
strated on Evcrcst that r chyd~-a t i o~~  was just as i~ilpol-tant as y roper 
a c c l i ~ ~ ~ a t i s a t i o ~ ~ .  

H o w  w o ~ ~ d e r f i ~ l l y  fiesh and adveilturous it illust have beer1 f;)r 
the 20-year-old L1r~lia111 travelling through the Hi t~~a laya  ill 1942 as a 
young sol Jicr on  Icave dul-ing the SCCOI I~  World WII- and how won- 
derful to have Sherpa colnpanions w l ~ o m  he had I-cad about ~ J I  the 



p r c - w ~  Everest eapcditiu~i books. I t  is re.lssuritig to find a clinihir~g 
author not entirely coilsu~rled with Iiin~self' while a c h l o ~ l e d g i i i ~  
not only who Ilc was with, but also the vital contributions played hy 
tllosc went bt.hrc. There is a lo t  of  uscf~il, historical h c t  intro- 
dticcd illto tlie riarrativc tli;-1t is accurate, as onc  wo~ i ld  cxpcct horn 
a forrner F Ionorary Secretary of the Himalayan Clilb, later the edi- 
tor of the l-lir~~cllol~c~njotrrrzal aiid the Swiss Chroniqrlc I l inlnlnl~i~rlnc.  
Trcvor 13raIi~rn was also vely cncrgctic and fortunate to bc a uatural 
;~cc l in~~~t i sc r ;  hc was cxtrerncly curious to scc around the riest cor- 
ner and to toke i r i  everrnore of  ~iature's h,l~idiwork. Ige has the gift 
to be dble to evoke images of  HiiiiC~layhn I~i ic lsc~~pe and bring tlie 
people thercin to life. 

Trevor Braharri fi)und 11i111self i l l  associatioil with sucli lumi- 
naries a!, I4illar): Lowc and lliddiford fi-om New Zealnnd, got to 
climb with the Ieadi~lg Swiss climbers of  thc day Ilene llittcrt, An- 
dre Roc11 dnrl A lex~~ ldc r  Gravcn clinibing Kcddrnath 1)omc it1 tlic 
Garlgotri. 

l i e  also travellecl and climbed with tlie Sherpas and 13liotias - 
Tcnzing, Ang Tli~rlcy and other indiscnous climbers who  had be- 
cornc almost as well kr~own to thc 13ritish public as tlic saliibs on 
whose expeclitioiis they greatly assisted. In  f i t  one of  tile strengtlls 
of the book stt.111~ from tlie time 3 r v o r  LI~-aha~ii spent with tlie 
local pcoplc. I Ic rcrninds us just how iml>ortant tlic Slicrp'zs wcrc 
to 1 Iitnalayan csplorntion and clirnbing - t~lcrl l i  kc 1)as~ng  I h w a  
Sllerpa who clinibed Clio~iiolhari i r i  1037 witli Syericer-Cliapni~ri 
dncl l'iter reaohecl a high point witli Wiessner of 8,385 tnetl-rs on 
K2 in 1030. In the hotstcps of 111- AM I<cllas lic spcnt lolip, pcri- 
ods with tlic llcxrjceling Slicrpas thl.ouqhout Sikkim 211d beyond. 
TI-evor Brahani had the capacity to sperlcl long periocls happy witli 
his (nun company as well as t h ~ t  of local pcoplc. This is a cliarac- 
tcristic colrlrrlon to nlany explorers the 1')30s and Inter. So 1ii;111). 

o f t h e m  werr sent back fi-otil tile Briiisli Ernpire as \!cry s~nall  hoys 
to prep 211d pril,lic schools in the Ul< where tlicy naturdlly he- 
came self-reliant and resourceful. Ti) be \elf-contai~~cd was always 
a p i ~ l i e  rcqr~isitc of l lirrialayan trwrl with ,111 thc incvitahlc dclays 
for \ue~thrr ,  l o c ~ l  politics a ~ l d  in t l ~ e  case of colonid1 ~t111lillistr~- 
tion, hure~ur r~ i t i c  procedures. I-le was riglit there a t  :I t i~i ie  of srcnt 



chat~gc in tllc rcgio~l a11d was actually in the holy town of 13,1drinath 
on the day when 'witli pride and j o y  India's i~~cleycrlcic~ice was being 
colourfully celebrated'. 

I Ie looks back to those tinics 00 years latcr with dccp appl-c- 
ciatiorl for all that the r l l ou~~ ta i~ i s  have given Iii~ii. I lc w c ~ t  to the 
niou~ltai~ls  riot to seek niaterial ot>jectives or accolades but tor those 
'rewards that only mountains possess the power to grant . . . Cree 
fi-otn tllc claniour and complcxitics of everyday life'. T l ~ c  vast ma- 
jority, if not all ~noutitaineers to solne extent, will readily identifjr 
with this wellspri~lg to adventure, eve11 those puslli~ig out  l ~ y o n d  
the limits that P e v o r  Braha~n set h r  hi~nsclf: 

--Doug Scott, Cu~nbr ia .  August 2008 
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1 Iaving crossed the rubicon of t r ~ y  eighth dccadc, 1 find tilyself out 
of har~noriy with sonre aspects of the evolution of  tnouiltairireritig. 
Boundary lilies, re-drawn about three decades ago, are now devoid 
of litnits as to what is fcasible and ad~nissiblc technically, ethically, 
and physically. Clearly, advanciiig agc has distaliced me tiom prac- 
tices now considel-ed to be perfectly acceptable. Also, alas, di~niilisli- 
ing capacity has begun to deprive lne of the pleasures of wandering 
freely across chcrisllcd mou~itain regions. I have no doubt that a di- 
rect rela tio~lshi p exists betsvccii the two. 

This book is esseiltially persorial, containi~lg lily i~i~pressions i l l  a 
series of episodes during a bysoile period about people, places, and 
cvcnts. They include I-ccollcctions that havc contirmcd a I-ctilark 
rnadc over forty ycars ago by a ti-iend wllosc o p i n i o ~ ~ s  I valucd - that 
I liad built a store of  rich 1~1eniories f'or niy old age. It is uiily lately 
that I have begun to appreci'lte what he rneailt. In idle lnolnents I 
sot~lctitncs look back, recalling particular i~icideiits, delving into old 
diaries to check i~iaccuracies in my riieniory. Doing so has reawak- 
ened forgotten pleasures tliat come flooding back of  incidents sucll 
as would bc uilfai~liliar to present-day travellers and ~nou~ltaineers  
it1 tllc I Ii~llalaya. 

In a previous book' I seerii to ciilerge as an iiilyressioriable entliu- 
siast, ingenuous, credulous, yassicliiate about each new discovery - 
qualities that prcciscly rcflectcd tny pcrccptio~ls at tlic time. T h c  Ina- 
turity oFlatcr ycars has lcd to a dcepcr appreciation of the pleasures, 
lleighteriirig rriy awareness of  the good fortulle that lias ellabled n ~ e  
to develop a Inore profound relationship with ~~ loun ta ins .  

It is ge~~cra l ly  believed that ~nounta i~lcers ,  likc tliosc who  prac- 
tice othcr sports, arc egoistic. dr ivc~i  by an ambition to be first, 
or  to will public acclairn by nchievilig the seeniiiigly u~iacliievable. 



Altho~lyh rcgarded as a sport, rno~~ntainccririg fu~iddtncntally is not 
al,out wi~lr l i~ ig  prizes, unlike sports which iilvolve corrlpetition aiicl 
prize-winning as their inanifest purpose. Mou1ltainee1-s, essentially 
attracted by mountains, strive to master the physical and psycllo- 
logical skills required to deal wit11 the cl i~l lcr~gcs that the mountains 
present. in a process t l ~ t  lays bare personal strengths and wealuiess- 
es, and r e w ~ r d s  that are unicluely personal. It is difficult to ex- 

plain why nioulltaincers with exceptional skills and experience havc 
succtinibed sometinies to what were juclged to be calculated risks. 
George Malloi-y's last cliinb on  Everest in 1924 might be regardeel 
as a classic cxamplc; and more rcccntly, l>oug'~l I Iaston, who was 
cngtllfed by an avalanche while skiing above Lcysin on avalanche- 
prorie slopes of which Iic was fillly (iwal-e. WAS it a coiiibirlatic)ri of 
ambition and passion that drove both of them at last beyond the 
fron tiel- of  no  ret~lrn? 

1 would not hc tr~lthful i f 1  were to claiii~ i r n~n r~n i  ty horn self sh- 
riess and egoism during my early years. Hut 1 sooil discovered that 
conipetition and drama were not essential supplements to the plea- 
sures that I dcrivetl from morlntains, by dcvelopinq a rel'~tionship 
froni which arose Sreater sensitivity to tllc ch~llengcs that 1 faced. 
aricl of-my pel-soiial liiriits to overconle tlieni. Sonie ventures resulted 
in success, others in fail~u-e; although failure is ail unseemly term to 
apply to the trials and tribulations - and the satistiction - that every 
cncoutltcr with innuntains provides. 1 was stroiigly attractcd 1 3 ~ 7  tllc 
solitude and nlajesty of high places; aricl by the ~ ~ n s p o i l t  environrrient 
free from the clamour and complexity of cvciyday life. My prcs- 
erlcc ill the rnountains was not i~~otivatcd by mc~tc~-ial ot~jcctives, nor 
was I seehng accolaties for clraniatic adveritures. 'Tlle boiid tliat 11'1s 
been sustained for over sixty years 113s prcwidctl nlr with the rewards 
that only mountains posscss the power to grant. This short volume 
contains a selection of cq~cricnccs that have rcm'iincd p.~rtic-ul~rly 
ellgraved i l l  tily rriclrloiy Witli tlir present s~irfeit of dal111tig Hi- 
nlaldyail achievemrnts, my recollections dul-ing A Iong-fi)rgotten era 
could he regardetl as ~ ~ n d i s t i n ~ i i s h c d ,  but they 11'1vc p~-tjvidcd me 
with rncnlories that will never hdc .  

'Tlle (;drIiwal adve~~tllre,  wliicll 1)egail with six weeks as :III i l l -  

vited meiribrr of a Swiss party, w;ls 111y first large cupeditioil. Testing 



my i~~cxl,cl.icncc ainorlg a group of  three cxpericnccd nioti~ltainccrs 
and two p~.ofessio~lal guidcs provided tlie basis on which I bcga~l to 

develop rny skills. I look back at Kc)histan, ~ r ~ y  return to the Inotlll- 
tains after fimr ycars, as onc of my ~iiost  rewarding jotirncys, com- 
parable in exploratory tcrtrls wit11 my visit thi~.teotl ycars earlici- to a 
remote plateau situated on tllc Sikkim-Tibet border. Exploration, all 
too brief, of a prit~iitive corner of Spiti appeared to be the apex and 
a turning point in 117y I li~nalayan career, followed not long after by 
tragedy in tlie Karakoram. A scvcn-year afhir with the tallest rnoun- 
tain in ICagllan, which bro~igllt my expeditions (tllougli not other 
mountain adventures) to a close, suggested the title for this book. 
I<cminisccnces of incidents and events of an earlicr I lirnalayan pc- 
riod have aroused feelings yredorni~lantly of-gratitude fbr opportu- 
nities seized, and to the realisation that 

there is a tide in the affairs of'inetl 
which, taken at the flood, leads on  to fortulle; 

omitted? all the voyage of  their life 
is bound in shallows ... 

we must take the current wherl it serves, 
or  lose our ventures. 

My humble gratitude goes to niy wifk Elisabcth for  putting up 
with spells of unsociability wllile I rcsearchcd into the past, fc3r Iler 
endurance during rny occasional disappearances into the liills for a 
solitary day of reflection, for her suggestic~ns after scrutinizing un- 
tidy scctiol~s of my text. And above all, h r  thc unwavering cnthusi- 
asnl a i d  cilcouragement that she provided. 





I11 1946, having returned from lily tllird iour~iey to Sikkim, I was 
elected to rilenibersllip o f the  I li~nalayau Club, wllich liad its Ilcad- 
quarters in Delhi. The  club was then a t  a low e t~b ,  having not wcov- 
crcd fi-otn the loss of a substantial portion of its n~embc~-ship  owing 
to World War I1 arid to political cha~lges i l l  India. It was clc'w that 
if it were to survive, it would ~ l eed  to review the scope of its activi- 
ties. Hitherto it had done stalwart work as a I-epository of I- l i~nalay~n 
knowledge, and had provided assistance to visiting I limalayan cxpc- 
ditions includi~lg the recruiting of Sherpas, the nnajority of wl~otil  
were settled in Darjeelir~g where the club mai~itained a register of 
their names and previous ex~3erience. The  work of revitalizing the 
club happily lasted no lnorc than a couple of years. 13y 1950, 1 found 
myself, as I Ionorary Secrctaiy, replying to requests fiorn sevcral intcr- 
rlational grotips eager to visit the Hi~lialaya after the eilcl of  the long 
war years. O n e  request carile from four New Zealand mountaineers, 
I1E Riddihrd, E d ~ n u n d  I 1illa1y. <;corgc Lowe, and FM Cotter, who 
wcl-e seeking idcas for suitablc cl in~bing objcctivcs for a light cxycdi- 
tion. I suggested Mukut I'arbat in Garhwal, an unclirrlbed rriou~ltairi 
in the Ka~ilet region, which, before llis death in 1040, Frank S~nvthe  
told rric had been one of Iiis objectives. Meir~bcrs of the New Zea- 
lalid party rrlet ine dur i~ ig  tlieir passage througll Calcutta i l l  1951 
on  their way to Gal-liwal. where tliey succeeded in nlalung the first 
ascent of  Mukut Parbat. I lillary's sccu~ld ex~cdi t ion  latcl- in the s a t ~ ~ c  
year, as an i~lvited i-ricinbcr of  Eric Sl~ipton's rccu~lnaissa~~cc of the 
hitllerto closed Nepalese (soutli) side of Everest, ~ilarked the begin- 
n i~ ig  of llis distinsguislied careel-. 

Tlle first European group to visit the I linlalaya after World War 
11 was a Swiss cspeditio~i to (;ai.hwal in the su1rilncr of N47. T h c  
Iiiirlalayatl Club was invited to provide a guest 111e1r1be1- to accorrl- 
pany them, a request wliich was passed on to rne. Ail opportunity 



to nicct ;~rltl cliinl-, with soriic of  the Icadi~ig Swiss climbers of  tlic 
day, including Andre Iloch, tlle leader wllo waa a professional gliide; 
Alexander C;r'~ven, a top Zel-matt guide; and lien6 llittert, one of 
the ti)undc.i-s of an cxclusivc club of  elite climbers in ('lencva, was 
too p o d  to niiss. 1 was i~~ipl-csscd t ~ y  tl1ci1- modcrn cqi~iprncnt, par- 
ticularly their fially cl i~nbing boots fitted with Vibratri nloulded I-ub- 
ber soles, then practically unknown in Britain, which i ~ n m e d i a t e l ~  
outdated ~ t i y  1~r;unrl ncw Molitor tlailcd boots. Riit tlic rubber solcs 
tiad drawback; they f lt insecure or1 \vet rock, wllile on  ice or steep 
nev6 they were unsafe without the use of crampons, which a t  the 
timc were v c ~ y  rarely issued to Sherpas. They were the causc of an 
ut~fortunatc accidcrit o n  that c-upcditioti that occurred when Wangdi 
tile Sllerpa sir(l(1r (bed of porter teal])) tripped over his cranipons on 
a n'lrrow ridge between the two surnmits of Kedarnath peak, drag- 
ging liis rope co~npanioti down with him. 

1 spcnt nine wccks with thc Swiss, acquiritig a good dcal OKCXPC- 
rience. It WJS tily first encoclnter wit11 large Himalayan glaciers and 
1 was awestruck hy the magnificence of  surrounding groups of  un- 
climl~ed m o u n t ; ~ i ~ ~ s .  I climbed I<cdarnath 1)omc with IIc~cli, llittcrt, 
and C~ravcti, and surprisingly iclt no  disco1nfc7rt rrom the altitudc at 
6830 tnetres. Fro111 our second base at Nancla~lban on the Cli;~turan- 
~i (four-coloured) Glaciel-, 1 accompanied [;raven and Annelise Liih- 
ncr t o  one of the signal points set up  by (:ordon Osmaston's survey 
party in 1036. T fc~rrncd a lasting hicndsllip with A I I ~ I - 6  Rocli, w l ~ o  
used to spend liis spare hours leisurely with a pai~ltbl-usl~. O n  an off 
day ~t camp in had wcatllcr. I atte~npted to cxprc\s my feelings: 

tlle splendid lnountain scene avoids 
tlle lowly traveller's schenling gaze. 

Enshrouded in mist, her I~cauty 
denied and cnricl~cd: n lotiy look 

of subtle skill d i d  cold coilfi~le~lce. 
111 haughty gr '~ndeu~- Unexcellecl. 

Undimmed. Unvnnq~~islicd. 
The  clol~ds, a faithtill ally, add 

bleakriess to (lie rerlic)ty white \vorld 
a colourless vastness of frozen elrmcl~ts .  



Thc  snowflakes, drivc~i by an irnportu~latc 
wiricl, strike like icy needles at helit f;)l.~n 

a i d  fluttt.1-iiig tent roof; or, in quieter 
mood, drip lirtlply down. 

( 1  7.7.1947) 

It was a privilcgc to llave visited thc niouiitairis of  (;a~-hwal at 
a tirtlc wllctl unlinlitcd inouritainccring opportullitics cxistcd in a 
beautiful and practically uiltouched region. Iii 1939, Roc11 Iiad led a 
party of four Swiss cliitlbtrrs to C;arhwal, where tliey ~riade the first 
ascents of 1)unagjri and of  four peaks above the Kosa and Itatahan 
Glaciers. It1 1947, Kedariiatll, Satoparith, and Nauda C;liullti were 
clinlbed. Alexander GI-aven. casting a professio~lal eyc at Shivling, 
whosc steep eastern aspect faced us directly ahovc our (:haturangi 
carnp, csprcssed his opinion that there was 'o111y one dif'ticult sec- 
tion near the top.' Kocli. witliholdiiig liis comnlents, didn't quite 
seem to concur with that view.' T h e  1939 and 1947 expeditions were 
sponsoi-cd by tlle Swiss Alpine Foundatioil in Ziirich. o r ~ ~ i l i s c r s  of 
the 1952 and 1956 cxpeditio~is to Mount  Evcrcst. 

Nearing the elid of  niy leave I was eager to plan illy return by 
a ditferent route froin that illtended by the Swiss, and bade thern 
farewell at their camp on the Kalindi (;lacier on  15 August. an his- 
toric date lnarkiug tllc birth of  India's indepcndcnce. Aftcr a hasty 
breakfast I set out  with rtly yersoiial Sherpa Ailgte~~sing and Tliun- 
du, carrying sleepiiig bags, tents, and stores fbr a projected journey 
of  about threc weeks that would take us t l~rough Badrillat11 to the 
Bhyundar Valley (tlic latest for111 aypcars to bc Bliiudar, whicll is 
practically icleiltical phonetically), Frank Slriythe's 'valley of Bow- 
ers', over a pass at its head. down to the Dllauli River. past the Kishi. 
and back to thc foothills and forcsts via tlie Kuari pass. O u r  littlc 
party set out at Gal11 c l i m b i ~ ~ ~  crusty sriow into the suii tlirough a 
thin inist toward the IL~liildi pass (.5047111). steering along a line 
of stcps wc had made the previous evening. As we stood on the 

1 Tliirty-bur years later, hetweeli 3-15Jul1e in 1981, Doug Scott, accol~lpaliird by Greg 
Chilcl. tlie F~.encli cli~nbrl- Geol-ges Bcttembourg and Hick White, ascended, tlie east 
pillar; it was tlie fil-st ascent trom that side done in alpine style. 



w~tcrshcd bctwccn tllc G'xtlgotri and Arw<i Vallcys, tllt'rc was a dra- 
nlatic view including brief glilnpses of IG11net (7756m), the lligliest 
mountain iii  India, and Mana (7273111)' Hoating majestically above 
massive b ~ n k s  of c ~ l m ~ l l u s  clouds. l3cfol-e cornlncncing thc descent 
I was sorry to wish goodhye to Tctlzirig, wl~o.  aftcr the accident o n  
Kedarnatli, h ~ d  cfficieiltly I-eylaced Wangtli as sivti~rt., as well as IZrlg 
Daw'~ 'mcl Ang Norbu, tlie three of them having accompanied us to 
the top of the p x s  I Ieavily laden, we began our dcscetlt in a mist on 
easy angled sncnv t l i ~ t  Liter steepcr~ecl and became rriixed wit11 rocky 
sections. FIalting to fix ci-ampons foi- the final ice slope of  65 metres, 
we reached the upper basin of  the Anva (;lacier. (:are was requircd 
to ncqotintc thc wide belt of crevasses that followed. Although we 
roped up. it was ~ ~ ~ i r l f i ~ l l y  clear that without any spare rope a rescue 
operation would he difficult. Passing the left bdilk of tlie stream stlrg- 
ing fi-om the snout of the Alwa (;lacier, i t  soon bccatne necessary to 
cross over to tlic right in ordcr to reach the seemingly easier south- 
ern side of the valley. This required fijrding a series of icy tributaries 
lower down, whic11 resulted in an unwelco~ne soalung for nle ancl 
most of the contents of my rucksack. 13y ~nid-after-~~oon,  in a steady 
dri7zIe, we reached a convc~licnt catnpsite, whicll had ovidcntly bcctl 
used betore, and decided to halt there. Not  i~ lugs  oi'tea fbll~wecl, and 
not long after :i welcome dinner prepared by Angtensing, who was a 
trained cook. Stecp cliffs to the north had an unfi-icndly appearance; 
our sidc of'the valley looked less forbidding, but I rcaliscd that our 
journey the next day woulcl require crossir~g sever'd outflows fi-om 
tributary glciciers thatjoined the Anva from the south. 

We set out in light monsoon lain at 7.lSam tllc next morning 
with clotlies culd kit still damp ftonl tlie previous day. A chill wind 
and persistent mist accompanied us, adding mystery to our doubts 
ahout thc route down the vallcy whcrc we found and lost occasic~n~l 
rigns of a track, giving us the illusion that we wcrc cxplorcrs in a wil- 
derness of hotilders, rrior~ine, and turbulerlt s t rea~r~s ,  six of'\vhich 
needed to he crossed. The  nlost difficult were tllose issuing fiom 
the cliff\ to 0111- right that varied in stecpncss. Thc  easicr o i ~ e s  wcl-c 
f ix led  knee-dccp across turl)r~lc~lt  waters. Thcrc wcre a kw t l ~ t  
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wcrc too dal~gerous to ncgotiatc, requiring stccp asccnts and dc- 
scents i l l  search o f a  safer crossing. Veiy little fo~ward progress was 
possible owing to these Inanocuvres, 'IIICI tell hours were recluirccj 
on that first day to cover a distance of  about 1 5k111. IIy la tc aftc~-11oo11 
thc going becatrle casicr, Icading to wide stony flats wllcl-c nunler- 
ous tributary strean~s issuing fi-or11 both nortli and south joi~lcd the 
h w a .  After a long day we halted on a luloll near a sl~ephercl's camp- 
ing go~i17d about two kilometres above the junction of tllc Arwa and 
Saraswati Rivers. From our perch above thc lattcr, t l ~ c  sil~dll village 
of  Ghastoli could be seen or1 the opposite bank where a group of 
chestnut-coloured horses gazing on green slopes lit by  the eveni~lg 
sun PI-ovided a rcficshing sight to our colour-staivcd eycs. 

A solitary sllepllerd was an interested spectator of-our early i ~ ~ o r n -  
iilg activities. When it was suggested that he might accompany us as 
a porter to Uadrinath, a distance of about 12k1n whcrc Thundu had 
to leave us to returll to tllc Swiss party, he dcclincd the privilege, 
unimpressed by Thundu's blandishments. The  Saraswati River has 
its source near the Marla pass, about 1 9 h n  to the 110rtll 011 the coin- 
n~crcial highway to Tibet. O u r  jourlley followcd tl,e path leading 
south to Radrinath. I iavi~lg dwclt for over two nlo~lths anlid gla- 
ciers, tlie walk along well-worn tracks. which f i o ~ n  Marla onward 
grew to the status of a road. see~ned unusually conlCortiilg. U ~ ~ s u r -  
prisingly, solnc of the inhabitants of the sinall and attractive village 
of  Marla possessed Mongolian t'catilrcs, the Tibetan bordcr bci tlg 
about a day's jouruey away. Cllanges in tlie cllaracter of  the courltry 
and the sights and sounds of  an active population emphasized our 
departure fi-orn thc ban-cnncss and isolation of the uppcr regions. 
Furthcr evidence was provided by the flags atld bunting decorating 
al~riost the entire route between Marla arld Badrinatl~, whose terrlple 
is an arduously accessible qoal for devout Hinciu pilgiln5 fi-on1 the 
plains. Thcrc, with pride and joy, Iildia's indcpcndcncc was being 
coloirrfully celebrated. 

Seenii~lgly irrelevant rnemories of the enc11;rnting walk to Uadri- 
nath seeln to linger. C:hiefly, tlle strong sweet scent of ti-eshly cut pin- 
cwood, the vibrati~lg sound of sawi~~ills.  a pl-oliferatio~l of wooden 
chalets under coiistruction, and the homely oclour of wood smoke. 
Over half a ceiltuiy later, ullspoilt mountain villages such as Maria 



llavc lost some oftlicir carlicr charm, their populations having grown 
fiom clozens into hmtirecls. It woulcl bc nice to think that fclling arlcl 
platlti~lg of the rcgio~i's great h r e s t  wealth have proceeded hand in 
hand. 

The  travcllct-'s rest Iiousc, locally krlc>w~i as ttic dak b ~ ~ n g , ~ l o w  
with a resident caretaker, was situated above the town of'Radrinath 
dt 3 165 metres. The  small building provided what seemed like the 
sumpti~ous corrifbrt of  a hcd aftcr wecks of  camping out. Being t l ~ c  
sole occupant, I was able to spread out  our kit arlcl f'<)od to discuss 
with Anpensing what purchases were needed for the next stage of 
our journey. Accusto~ned to mceting the dcmands of  large tiutr~be~-s 
of suriirncr pilgrinis visiting thc licadwatcrs of  thc sacl-cd Gatigcs 
River, Hadrinatli was well provided with a variety of  shops. Angteris- 
i n s  and 1 spent tlie morning after our arrival, helped hy tlie postmas- 
ter and his assistant, buying supylics of ficsh h i t  and vegetables, 
sugar, and coarsc brown flour. Rctr~rning to thc rcst lnousc at noon 1 
foriricl that tlie postmaster Inti acted promptly i l l  n~eet ing  illy request 
f i ~ r  a porter when I was greeted by Netar Singh. a man from Mana 
wtio handcd rnc a couple of  ycllovving, well-tli~imbed letters sibmcd 
by Frank Srnythe and Andre Roch, recommending his scrvices. The  
111a11 looked sirnple, honest, arid keen, ~ 1 1 d  I engagt'cl lliln on the 
spot. I-Iis p'iy, a t  the rate of three arid ;I Iialf rupees per clay, rising to 
four rupees h o v e  the snowlinc, sccrns r~nbclievably pa l t~y  today. I 
rcqucstcd hi111 to rcturri t11c next mornilig ready to start, bringing 
one or two companions in case extra porterage should be recluired. 
I Ic came back later that cvening witli some hotnclnade clrarlg, a   no st 

acccptak)le gift prior to tllc csccllent dinncl- prcparcd by Angtcnsing, 
whirl1 I ate in solitary splendolir seated by a wart11 fire. 

An 11nfi)rtunatr incident during my otherwise pleasdnt stay at 
13adri11ath arose from the ahscncc of tlic c h o ~ ~ ~ k k h r r  (carctakcr of  tlie 
rest horrsc), wlloln 1 iicvcr 1~1ct. 111 his place tllrre lurkcd a voutli 
who seetneci rxcessively keen as a fetcher of wood ~ n d  clr~wer of' 
water. When lec~ving tllr rest l ~ous r  fi)r slloppii~q in the villase witli 
Angtcnsiing, I was concerned ahout tlic s;~fcty of  our kit, particularly 
of my rr~ckstck, tucked away a t  tllc hottotr~ of which was almost my 
entire supply of rrloney in packets of hallkllotes. Ullwisely urisus- 
pccting, 1 accepted the youth':, o fk r  to ;~c t  as a security gu~rci  during 



our absc~icc. O n  rctur~liiig two Iioirrs later, a search i r ~  I J ~ Y  I-ucksack 
revealed that one of the bu~ldles of'ba~lktiotcs was tllissi~ig. Tlic guilt 
of the 'guardian' was palpable. l i e  fcigied ignorance, not realisi~lg 
that his facial expression and I>cllaviour clearly dc~i~oristrated oth- 
cnvise. When I offercti him tllc option of Ilaudi~ig over tlic stole11 
nioney, or  of accompanyiilg 11ie to the police station, tie brokc tlowii 
in tears, Eilli~lg to tlle floor to beg fix inercy. kle led rile outside tlle 
buildirlg to a large bouldcr. bchiild which he had Iwricd tlie miss- 
ing hurldlc. 1 fclt that he dcse~vcd pity rathcr than p ~ ~ i ~ i s l i ~ n c n t  - 

the wealtlly foreigner would hardly notice that one Iiuridred rupees 
were rnissirig - but 1 had to ban 1li1n fi-on1 the rest Ilouse urltil after 
Iny departure the followitlg ~norning.  I found his abjcct s ~ ~ b ~ i ~ i s s i o n  
as distressing as his attempted theti. 

Early or1 the ~nornirlg of 20 August, Netar Sing11 arrived fi-om 
Mana with Hal Sing11 and Indcr Singh, two sturdy you~ig  111cn from 
his villagc. After sorting and packing, it trlr~lcd out that we could 
e~llploy both, and Arlgterlsi~ig arid 1 were so011 reacly to set out with 
our porter trio down the valley on the next stage of our journey to 
the Bhyundar Valley, wl~ ich  we reached the following aftcr~ioon. I 
found it, as Sniytllc had a decade earlier, isolated and u~lspoilt; but 
it was too late in the season f;l- the exotic botiulical displays that 
he described. Arigtensing, topplitlg over a boulder, fell into one of 
thc several streains that wc ~ u x d e d  to cross o11 the way to our ell- 
ca~nprrlcnt in the upper vallcy. I-Iis subsequent sulky mood was due 
Inore, I tliink, to loss of'fhce witli the Maria Inen tllan to his soaking 
in the waters, and supper that evening was a ratlier patchy aff~ir.  A 
noteworthy nlcmoly of that camp was niy first view of a 14imalayan 
brown beai; which cnlcrgcd fi-o~n a forest or1 the opposite bark of 
the river for a drink. Seated outside nly tent, I hat1 a tra~iquil view 
of the ~nag~iificcnt beast, wtiich aypcarcd to bc u1ico11cc1-ned by ~ n y  
yrcscncc across 25 rrietrcs of  raging waters. 

The  way to the Bllyuridar Pass (50861ri), our objective the next 
clay, was unclear from iizfi,rrnation provided by the oilly slley11e1-d 
we met in the uppei- valley. Setting out early, we ascc~ldcd a tributaiy 
of tllc Lari Glacier. O u r  ~nisgivings about the route wcrc not helped 
by a low niist which prevailed tllrougllout the day. Followiiig oc- 
casio~lnl tracks oil a nloraine above the glacier, we arrived late in the 



afrcrnoon at a slieltcrcd hollow wlicrc wc fbund rusty tins of  Fry's 
cocoa aticl sardines, prohnbly left hy tlle 1936 C;arliwal survey party 
or by Smythe the fi)llowing year. At dawn the next morning with a 
prt ial  lifting of  tlic clouds, our  situation, pcrchcd ntxwc the Lari and 
Kosa Glaciers, of which we Ilad sccn nothing the previous evening, 
c'~used so111e excitenient. Rataban (6126111) rose close above us to tlie 
east, '\ncl to the north-west, the icy face of  N i l ~ i r i  Parhat (6474111) was 
visible. Thirty ~ninutcs of scra~nbling rlp bo~~l i i c r s  and scrcc in tlie 
cold sliadow took us to the top of'tlie B l i y ~ i ~ ~ d a r  Pass (SOHGrri), froni 
wliere we looked north to the lower reaches of tlie 13arikund Glacier 
bnthed in sunshine, a region that seemed drier and ttiorc barren than 
that fi-urn wtlicli wc haci cornc. Ilircctly below the pass was a short 
but steep stretch of ice, wtiicli tlie Mana rnen negotiated bravely in 
their Ieatlier-strapped feet following a line of soup-plate steps that 
we prcpa-cd for them. Surpl-isingly, we came across two skeletal rc- 
mains of sheep, although wc wcrc told by s h c ~ h c r d s  oti both sides 
that the pass had fillen into disuse during recent years. Below lay an 
easy descent to the glacier, where we found a g r m y  patch on its right 
hank for ollr caltip alongside a fi-csh-water stream. 

We werc situated in the Rankund Valley about two kilotnctrcs 
above tlie suout of the gl,lcier stirrou~lclecl t)y groups of'well-known 
niountains, b ~ l t  Ihrnet and Mana. altliot~gli not f i r  away to tlie iiol-th, 
werc not visible from our camp. Nilgiri l'arhat, now steeply above, 
was near at ha~lci. I t  was c l i~ i~bcd ,  as well as Ma~ia  Peak, hy Frank 
Smytl~e in 1937. Directly  hove our camp, but out of  sight, was the 
13atikund l'latcan, discovered in 1936 and mappetl by I IA <;ardin- 
cr of Osmaston's S L I I V C ~  team; it WAS visitc(1 the tollowing ycnr by 
Srriytlie arid Peter Oliver as a base frrom wliicti they cl i~nhed two of 
its peak .  Next morriing in glol-ious weather Angtensing and I h ~ d  
all en-joyahlc c l i~nb  o n  a rock peak of aro~lncl 5.500 ~ ~ ~ c t r c s ,  sitt~atcd ' ~ t  
tlic so~ltli-west cdgc of  thc Rank~lnd I'latea~i, wliicli providcd thrill- 
ingviews of peaks to tlie east, west, a i d  south, :lltl~ougli Rnnict to tlie 
north remained hidden. 

A day latcr, our return jorirncy began aftcr a shccp ha~ l  hccn pnr- 
cliascd, sla~iglitcred, capcrtly roasted hy Angtcn\ilig. t ~ ~ r n c d  into 
sausages, a~l( l  eagerly clevolired hy our hungry party. Wtlking do\t711 
tlie valley acl-os, verclant i~leadows fed hy streams issuinq from tlie 



Ra~lkund Glacier, we catiipcd outside (ianisali, the last i~r~portallt  
village ill tlle 1)liauli Ullcy leading nortllward to r r i l )~ t  via the Niti 
Pass. Followi~lg the river clow~lstrealn via Suraithota t o  Tq~oha11, wc 
parted fi-om the llhauli Valley, aftct- p:rssing thc cntt-ancc t o  the It i -  
slli Gorge, and struck south toward the Kuari pass. 1)csccndirig t o  

a small village beyolid the pass, I eliterecl what 1 i~llaginzd was a 
rest house, where I received a welconlc from '1 scI1ooI111;1~tcr who 
invited me to occupy his school for tlic night. 13ef;,rc ttiy departure 
the next tnornitig, he assembled his pupils, who provided a lively 
pe r fo r~~la~ lce  of a folk sorlg tliat contai~ied a liaunting ~nelody, the 
opening bars of  which I still recall. 

O n  G Scpte~ilber we reached the end of our journey at (;waldanl. 
O n  nly last rnorning. under a cloudless sky at sunrise. 1 watclied 
c h a n g j ~ ~ g  colours flushing the tops of  Trisul and Na~ ida  (;hunti with 
rose pink turning to brilliant gold, hefiu-e thc rays spt-cad like a flood 
across a llorizon of lcsscr rnoutltai~is. My travels i~lcludcd episodes 
of  adventure nlingled with the joys and fiustratio~ls of  such jour- 
neys, providing two and a half weeks of  pure pleasure. At Gwal- 
dam, our little group broke up. After war111 farcw~clls, my t l~ree  loyal 
conlpa~zions departed tbr their village hotncs with light hcarts atld 
well-filled pockets. 

My return was not without adventure. When the steering gear of  
the bus ill which I travelled fiom Kanikhet to the railway tcrrtlinus 
at Kathgodatn brokc down, the drivsr carried out ro~dsidc  repairs 
with a fi-agile piece of  old wire. This took place ha lhay  through 
the journey along a circuitous mou~itain road. down wllicll he pro- 
ceeded to hurtle around one sharp corner after anotl~cr  with co~tl-  
plctc disregard fclr t l ~ c  crowd of  tcrrol--stt-ickcu passcllgcrs inside liis 
vehicle. O n  lily arrival at Delhi railway station the next inonlilig, I 
was searched for lethal weapons and threatened with tlie seizure o f  
my cralilpons and ice z c .  I had arrived in India'x c~pi ta l  city during 
the ttlrr~loil of t l ~ e  afierrilatll of iridepe~iderice i l l  IilJia slid Pakista~l. 
But, to quote an earlier writer, that is a11uthe1- stn~-y. 





At the age of twcnty in April 1942, I CI-osscd a tlircshold into a IICW 

world when 1 madc illy first acquaintance with thc I litnalaya. 
Lookirig back, my iritroductiori was a very tame affiit-. Starting fro111 
Darjeeling, four days of easy walhng were i~lvolved a lo~ig  pathways 
to the north-west, following the Sitlgalila ridge, wllich f i )r~ns a 
bouiidary between S i k n i  arid Nepal. The  ridge exte~lds roughly 
north at an average altitude of 3000 metres, providing itllpressive 
views of peaks and glaciers, with the Ka~zgcllciijunga group as tlie 
ccntrcpiccc 50km away. 011 a clear day, Makalu, Evcrcst, and Ll~otsc 
stand out against lesser nlouiltains to the 1lort11-west, with tlie 
Tibetan plateau visible 7 5 h  away to the east beyoild a f ; ~ r e g - ~ ) u ~ i d  
of innumcrablc ~nountain g o u p s  it1 Sikkim. 

O n  that initial trip at1 itrlprcssion lingers of a solitary walk t lut  1 
took above Sa~ldakphu, wliere we sperit tlie secorid rligllt of' our  
trek. From a high point on  the ridge in the still~less of a calm 
evening, 1 bellcld a vast panorama of thc I limalaya abovc a cloud- 
sca, secnningly poised h a l h a y  up thc sky, illiirlli~latcd by bright 
colours, wl~icli  faded slowly fi-0111 gold tllrougli sllades of  trrange. 
pink, and crinlson, before the sky. suddenly drained of colour, 
transformed tllc spcctaclc illto an icy-b~cy image. At the time it 

struck Inc as an al~liost occult ~llatlitestation. The eastern horizon 
was already iminersed ir i  the shades of ~iiglit, n l a k i ~ ~ ~  me aware of 
the chilly air at over :3600 nleti-es as 1 h u ~ l d  nly way hack to the rest 
housc. Nowadays, vchicles carry tourists up  to this suhli~ne spot to 
be acco~ninodated i r i  lodges spread out along the ridge. The 
followirig rllorni~lg tlle n~cluntains were hidden, ancl the day's walk 
led us hl- much of the  way t h r c ~ ~ g l i  forests with hca\ry mist cloaking 
thc pincs. Solita~y rest houscs sited at scenic points were often 
disti~lguislled f r o ~ r ~  afar by their red tin roofs. 

O u r  needs were looked afier by a troop of Sllerpas and ponyinen; 



the h r Inc r  i~lclrldcd I )~w.I  TIIII~IC~LI a n ~ l  Aiccba, farriiliar narnes fro~ri 

expeClitio~i hooks t l i ~ t  I lind read, sporting nailed boots and wi~id-  
pn,ofjackets acquired on earlier expeditions. They and their cornpd- 
triots, Ionh. since settled in Ilal-Jwli~ig, f i~und  tliat their livclil~oc~d as 
pol-tcrs liad been scr io~~sly  affectcd hy tllc temporary lialt in I litria- 
layall expeditions during World War 11, some of tlirrr~ Irdving to take 
on tcslnporary jobs as I-ickshaw pullers. Others, more enterprising, 
s11ch as Angtli~rkny, earned their livirig a ~ i d  helped others to do  so 
by switcliing to labour contracting for rodworks .  Tenzing, alllorlg 
others, took up domestic ernploy~nent witli 131-itish otficers posted at 
stations across India. 

Tlic spell cast by t11osc first f'ccblc steps in Sikkim endured and 
cjeepe~lecl during tlie next three clecades, eclipsing other interests a r d  
activities. Two journeys in Sikluni follo~vecf in 1945 and 1944. I'eri- 
ods of txvo or t111-cc weeks witli fiicnds during spells of  service lcavc 
sccrried suf'ficictit to ~ C ~ I I ~ I - C  a wider knowledge of the region. Sik- 
kirn was then ~n ir~depenclent state aci~i~inistt-red by a M,lliaraja aiid 
his tni~iisters in the capital town of Gangtok, with a lh-itish Resident 
acting as adviser. In I046 we nict the Resident, who  expressed an in- 
terest in o~~r jou rney .  I Ic added to our reading matter hy handing us a 
few air~ilail copies of Thc T i ~ ~ l c s  and arra~iged a tour of  the palace and 
monastery. Much tias chnnged in Sikkim since tliose fil--off years. 
The  Mahar!ja '1dol)ted tllc title of  Cl?qqyal (Spiritual I Icad) after tiis 
statc ceded its indcycndcncc to India in 1075. 

Little WJS 1eCt of'tlie uniqr~t: character ;111d cliarrri of G ~ n g t o k  fcjl- 
lowing the ar1-iv;rl in the 1070s of a r~ned  detach~nents of the Indian 
army equippcd with heavy vcliiclcs. l lur ing a pcriocI of  conh-ontation 
wit11 Clii~ia over disputetl bordcrs between the two cou~ltries, Irldiarl 
troops were mohilised in battle order a t  tlie Natliu and Jclep passes 
on tlic Tihctan bordcl-. 1L)ads co~istructcd by the milita~y brot1q1:ht 
to an etld the traditional passage of nlulc cal-~ivans across tlle passes. 
laden with wool  rid silk froni Tihet fi>r ~ l ~ a r k e t i ~ i g  i l l  I<a l i~ i~po~ig  i l l  

exchange for salt, tea, and otllel- goods fioni lndi;~. The  trade dimin- 
ished greatly after tlic (:liincsr occupatio~l of Tihct. Sc~~sit ive isst~cs 
concerning thc lengthy t)order 1~ctwcc11 11idia and Cllirla, strctcliing 
f io~ri  Ladakli in the west to Assani i ~ i  tlle e ~ s t ,  r e ~ r ~ d i ~ ~  I I I I ~ C S ~ I V C ~ ,  but 
in the interest of promoting closer economic growth, nlore fiiellclly 



attitudes liavc 11ec11 adoptctl bctwecn thc two natiorls. 111 the SUIII-  

nler of 2006, the Illdim arirly frontier post at tlie Natllu pass was 
reope~led after over forty years. At present, only lilllitcd iu-cas i l l  

Sikki~n arc open to tourists, 2nd a kc-paying systcrn Ins bccn i l l -  

troduced which is beyond the r r~ca~ls  of srnall cxpcditiolls. Lookillg 
back, nly most evocative ~ n e ~ r l o ~ y  o i  Gatlgtok is the siglit of' nlule 
caravans passing along hill tracks and forests above tlie town, and the 
fricildly tinkling of their bells. 

Three early jour~lcys i l l  Sikh111 wcrc t'ollowcd by the (iarl~wal 
expeditior~ in 1947; a ~ ~ d  in 1948 by two tightly packed weeks i l l  the 
Swiss Alps with a guide i~ltroduced hy 1Z11drC ltoch. Uotli of us were 
young and kccn, cl i~nhing evely day. The  experience c~lablcd tnc to 
define 111y interests and to assess my strengths and limitations. In 
1949 1 felt ready to adopt bolder plans. Siklunl was nly first choice. 
The  only &widebook available was a slim paperback volu~nt.  contai11- 
ing 188 pagcs of  route descriptions, ciiagrarrls, a ~ l d  lrlaps and was 
titled Tolrrr irz Siklzirli by Percy Brown, publisl~ed by Newlna~i  &- 

Co. Calcutta i l l  1917. M y  copy, a valued item in 111y rucksack, was 
the fi)urth edition, dated 1944. For 111)' tirst two iour~leys 111y sirdar 

was l'asarig llawa Sllcrya. (In 1037 he clir-rlbcd Cho~nolhari  with FS 
Cliapnlai~, wliose book, Tllc Jrrr~l;lle is Akirlral, records his war experi- 
ences in the Burmese a i d  Malaysian juilgles between 1942 and 1945 
trainiug local and (:llinesc  weri rill as, and his capture by the lapanese. 
In 1939, with thc Alrlcrica~l cli tllbcr Fritz Wicssncl; Pasang rcached a 
high point of 8385 111etres oti I(2.) 111 1949 I was fortunate to obtain 
the se~vices of Angtharkay, who had established a brilliant reputa- 
tion during prc-war expcditiolls to Evcrcst and clsewhcrc, and had 
accor~lpa~licd Eric Shipton on four of liis exploratory espeditions. 
Sllipton invited l l i t r l  ill  1951 to join his recotl~laissance of a new 
route via I(hurnlw to the south sick of  Everest after the govenlment 
of Nepal had opened tllc region to foreign cxpcditions. 

111 the upper uortll-east corner of' Siklurrl borderills Tibet I was 
attracted by a s~llall unesylored area. The latest Survey of I~ltlia m ~ p .  
based on an ut5cial SUITCY it1 1030-40. showed a glacicr, the Klnng- 
kyol~g, 1;)runiug a semicil-cular an~phitheatrc south of Pa~rllur~ri that 
contained six peaks wit11 coi11p11ted lleigl~ts between 6700 and 70W 
nletl-es. Tlle glacier and its t~asin had not been visited, but the peaks 



rising fi-oln it liad heen obsc1~1cd by stirveyors fro111 the west it1 1936. 
In 1934, JB ~ u d e r i '  of the Illdin11 Geological Survey photogrCtplled 
tllc peak  fioin the s ~ u t l i ,  referring to the111 in an article published in 
Voltlrnc VII of the i l i ~ ~ ~ o l ~ ~ ~ n  Jnrrnm1. I was ciirious to find a passage 
illto the an~phitlieatre, and to search for all exit fi-om it, if possible, 
to the north or west. Recause two of111y previous visits to Sikkiii~ in 
Ortoher had been partly marred by late nlonsoon rains, I decided to 
pl'111 i ~ l y  1040 itlurney fi,r Novcmhcr, when clear and generally more 
stable weatller could be expected, involvi~lg, however, shorter days 
ancl lower temperatures. The  monsoon that year had beell particularly 
heavy, persisting into inid-( )ctohcr and valid'lting my clloicc o fa  later 
start. Miroslav I I ~ u s l a ,  A Czcch living ill (:alcutta, joincd tile. 1 Ic was 
not a clirriber and had no Hi~rlalayan experience, but as an enthu- 
siastic skier he Ilad made several winter visits to I(as1itnir and was a 
member of thc Ski C:lub of India. I Ic lioped to find opport~lnities fix 
high-al ti tudc skiinq on t l ~ c  Kliangkyo~lg glacier. 

O n  1 Novernbcl-, M r u s h  a11c1 I arrived at Gangtok where we 
found A ~ l ~ h a r k a y  wit11 a team of four Slierpas who  included Dawa 
Thundu,  Ajceba, and Sonam, all tried me11 and known to mc. Angth- 
arkay had hrougllt a supply of ricc h-otn l)arjecling, hut we nccdcd 
to yurt-llase sugar and Hour. AAer three p ; ~ k  ponies were hired, a 
fourth hacl to be added in order to cariy additional f i~dder recluired 
for the Trckking along patllways up the Tista valley, where 
roacls arc now frcq~le~ited by light vehicles, nights were spcnt at rcst 
houses in 13ikcllu, Sirigliik, arid Cl lu~~gthang ,  wliere h ~ t l i s  could be 
taken at the end of a day's walk, provided one did not object to being 
cra~npcd inside an oval-shaped tin tub con tnining 30cni of l ukcwarn~ 
water. The  cl~orukitlnvs of the btitlgalows, rrlany of wllicli were con- 
structed in the early lOOOs, took a traditicli~~ll pride in adorning their 
gardens with hcds of flowcrs, and the Singhik g ~ r d c ~ i  was particularly 
colourFt~l, n~criting thc bakslretsh (tip) that 1 gave to its creator. It was 
there that I was iiltrodticed to tllr Lepclla t,rew nr(lniJtr, a fiirly 1iarn1- 
less beverage midw'ly hehveeri tea and mild beer wllicll is drunk by 

I 7Irc rlsc~crrt c;f 1:rrr~r I~oot i lc  b y  WE Bowrri~~i,  ; I I ~  311111\illg s.~ti~-e about a ~liytl~ical k i i ~ i ~ ~ l ; ~ -  
y.an cspetlitiol~ oi l l l~ssive prolwrtic>ris, \V;IS pi~l)li~Iicd i l l  1056. 



sucking it tl~rougll a bamboo straw froln a Iargc ban~boo pot iillcd 
with 111illet seed krmelited in warlrl water, the pot being topped up 
to last a whole evening. The  dregs are fed to pigs and art. said to liave 
an intoxicating cffcct 0 1 1  thcln. I f'clt it would hc rather at~lusillg to 

tncct a drunk pig. O u r  passage along well-wort1 paths tlirougli tlic 
hills arid forests of  the Tista valley was crlliveiied by the hclls of'porly 
caravans and the whistles of tlieir drivers travelliirg down to niarkets 
in C;angtok, Kaliinpong and I)arjccling, thcir saddle hags filled with 
applcs ficshly picked froni the autuir~n hal-vest in Si kkim. 

O n  the fourth day we reacllecl Cllungtliang, situated at the meet- 
ing point of two rivers, tile Lachen fi-on1 the 11o1-tll-west, fed by wa- 
ters issuing fi-on1 the Zcmu and Lhonak Glaciers, and tllc Lachur~g 
from the ilortll-east, fed by a series of  si-naller glaciers adjace~lt to and 
iilcludiilg the Wlangkycu~g. At Cl~unbqhang we left the Tista valley, 
travelling up the Lacl~ung Valley where we spent our last ~i ight  un- 
der a roof at the Iargc and cornfc3rtablc rest housc situated outside 
Lachung village. Four kilotrletres beyond, on  tlie following day, we 
brailclled east i ~ i t o  the Sebo Valley, whose river has its source in the 
Kllangkynng (;lacier over 15hn to the north. We were approacl~it~g 
thc edge of' the trcclinc and had critered a diftcrcnt cliinatc zonc. 
At Dorribaiig (3100111), we foulid a solita~y llabitatior~ accoiiinlo- 
dating a fa~nily of sever1 engaged in cultivating and harvesting an 
inJigert."ous medicinal plant on contract with the ~ O V C ~ I I I I I C I ~ ~ .  An 
old irlail who  Ilad resided there for tourteen years toltl lnc t l~at  we 
were the first outsiders he liad seen. We placed two camps beyolld 
Donlbang, elitering a region that turned gradually wilder with rho- 
dodcndro~i  and juniper scrul-, struggli~lg for existcllcc not far l~clow 
the stlow-covcrcd morainc of tlic Khar~gkyong glacier. The  swntncr 
t r ack  of  yak 11t.i-dsinen eilded at about 4000 metres, h u t -  kilome- 
trcs below the glacier wl~crc  two streams join thc Scbo C:hu, issu- 
ing f r o ~ n  valleys leading 1iort11 over the Karpo La (53801~1) to small 
groups of'peaks, and east toward tlie Gora La (5250111) to Tibet. O u r  
third camp. plwed oil rnoraiiie at 4450111, was situated above the 
right bank of the KllallgLcy-ong glacier. Autumn conditioils wcre vc1-y 
rnucl~ in cvide~lcc. <:lear skies brought low tcinperatul-cs. averagitlg 
-10°C at  light. Camped i l l  a iinrrow valley, we received  bout five 
llours ofsunshiile a day, a i d  it was usually dark by Spin wllen early 



dinner 1)ec~rlle tlie rule, eaten at-ourid a carnpfirc f ~ ~ c l l e d  with scrub- 
wood carrietl up fl-orr~ below. 

O n  our first d:~y's advance fi-oln that camp, flruska and I, accom- 
panied hy AngtliarLy and Ilawa Thunclu, m(wcd up a steep section 
of moraine on wllicI1 progress W;IS tediolis i~wirlg to a l~eavy cover of 
snow. To our right tlie steep lower iccfdll oftlie glacier was ari impres- 
sive sight with giant scracs seeming ready to coll~pse, hut prevented 
fi-om doing so hy tllc low temperature. Iloring our three days thcrc in 
wintry co~lditions we did r ~ o t  observe ;my sigilificarlt nioven1mt in the 
heavily brokm central section oftbe glacier. Uy midday, havingclimbed 
ahout 100 metres in three hours, the going beg-an to ease. Fro1-n our 
position on thc tnorai~lc ridge therc was an unexpected vicw of an ap- 
proach via gradually steeperiing snowslopes to the western erid of the 
icefall. The tops of several peaks were visible, but of  the basin fi-om 
which they rose tlicre was as yet no s i p .  It was by no mcans certain 
that if wc sui-cccdcd in entering tlic basin an alternative route could 
be f'ourid out of it. Since surveyors had not reached the upper glacier, I 
took c o m h ~ t  f r o n ~  the thotlght that the steep icefalls indicated on tlie 
n ~ a p  as ban-ing cntiy to thc basin were likely to he partly conjectural. 
We were sufficiently cncouragcd hy what we saw to decide to move 
our carlip a stage f~irther up in all attempt to enter tlie basin. 

Fine weather accompanied by low temperatures continued the 
following day. I Iruska, who had shown signs of altitude sickncss fin- 
thc past t\vo days, was un\vell when wc rcturticd late the prcviorls 
aCternoori, retiring supperless to his tent with a l~eaiiache. I I e  was 
clearly affected by the altitude, and I cliscussed with Ans$1arkay the 
possibility of his return to Lach~ung with one cjf tlie SIICI-pas. Tlic idea 
was ~b,~t idoncd tile next ~ ~ i o r ~ i i t l g  wheil I lruska set out alone pluck- 
ily upw'lrd, while tlie rest of us were striking camp. Weakened by 
his inability to hold down any food or drink, lic ~lioved very slowly 
Thc  snow slopes that had attracted us horn our previous high point 
turned out to he a torment. 111 spite of the low niglit telnperature, 
tlie daytiint. heat of the sun and the absence ofwind had prevrntrd 
the sorK2cc snow from consolidnting. Each of 11s took ~ L I I - I , ~  in thr  ex- 
hallsting work of track-~nrkitlg throt~gli kticc-dccp s~lo\v, soing out 
in front f;r about thirty minutes at a timc. 

Arriving at the top of tlw slope a t  52(H) metres, it was tllrilli~lg to 



discover that we Ilad rcaclicci the wcstcr~i ciid of a I.~rqc a~nphitl~catrc 
approxi~nately two arld a lialf luloiiletres wide fioiii ~iortli to south 
and over six hloineti-es long. filling away toward Tibet i11 tlie edst a i d  
enclosing a semicircular group of  six peaks, with the tip of I'aulic~nri 
(7127111) just visiblc in the ilortli.' Sweeping rou~ld  to tlic soutll-cast 
above the amphitheatre rose the inlpressive of peaks whose 
heights were given on the map as 6910 metres, 7032 tnctres, 7033 
metres, 0914 Inctrcs, 6720 ~nctrcs,  and 6098 mcti-cs, tlic la\t two at 
the far south-eastern end wcrc Lqarded by a fortnidablc scrics of  ice- 
fills. In clear weather every detail of the ~iloiintaitls could be studied. 
The  easiest to c l i~nb  seetned to be the riearest, ~narked 0910 tnetres. 
but we wcrc not equipped to tackle the icefall 9iarding tlic west face, 
which appeared to be tlie rriost direct route. 

By midday it seeined wise to carnp on the plateau in order to 
inakc a cai-cf~11 study of  thc possibilities. If a feasihlc pass existed to 
the north, there was a chance of  rcaching a ~ l ac i c r  north-wcst of 
Patillurlri in the direction of  the K)oilkliya pass (5495111). wliicli we 
planned to cross during the second stage of  our journey. Uut that ap- 
proach was barred by an icefall, the intricacy ofwhich was not esag- 
geratcd on  the ~ n a p ;  tile reality appeared to bc rriuch worse. Orlc up 
to the surveyors wlio liad probably observed it from tlie ilortll. 

The  prospect of findi~lg a way out  of tlie plateau to the west 
sec~ncd 11101-e ~11couragiiig. Skii-ti~ig rou~ ld  fir~llly bridged crevasses, 
wc rnountcd sloycs where thc snow was ~ 7 f  ~.elatively lcss depth tl~ati 
lower dowti, llopiilg to find niore eucouragiilg signs. Covering a 
distance of about two kiloinetres in one liour, we tilovecl toward 
a rock cliff conspicuous because of its rcd co1ou1-, which had loilg 
been a focal point. Reaching it. our  seven-hour ascent up srlows- 
lopes of  variable quality Ilad taken its toll wearyi~is  all of' us, with 
Hruska hl lowing uncon~plaining ill our  tracks. It was past 3pm 
when wc sct up  caniy at 5500 rilctres bclow thc clitf at the north- 
western entl of the arnpliithcatre. 

Dawn the next nlorning revealed clocrds over Tibet, raising inisgiv- 
itlgs ahout the wcatlicl-. But the sky later clca~ed and in our exl~osed 

3 The origillal fix-ln of sl,ellilig 1~1s been dtered to P;lol~r~nli, a~lil  the mountain i s  11ow 
classified as sacl-eci. It \\-as tirst clilrlhrd in 1013 by Dr AM Kellas; a secolld ascellt \.;IS 
111adc 3.3 ycars later I)y Wllfiiil Noyie. , ~ c c o ~ l ~ p a ~ ~ i e d  by AngtI~:\~-k:~y. 



sitl~atior~ tlic sun touched our tcnts , ~ t  6.45,ittl, encouraging an early 
strrt. Moving up slopcs of-alkle-deep snow, avoiding a belt of'cre\~\.assrs 
wllel-e the slope hepr l  to steepell, and glided by the gr'dual casing 
of the qradiciit westward, we I-cached alrliost i~~iperceptihly a hroad 
saddle, wllerc below us the slopcs begall gradually to dcsccrid. '111- 
stead ol'givi~lg three cl~eers, we cnl~llly w;~lked fc)rward as thougti we 
had been crossing Westilii~lster Bridge.' Leslie Stephen's remarks on 
making the first crossing of  tlic Jungfraujocli in 1862 came to u7y 
~nii id.  Estii~~atiiig its Iieigllt as 5790 metres, i t  did not seeill inappro- 
priate to call it I-lidden Pass, since it was undistinpisliecl either from 
the cast or the west. I11 the brilliantly clear at~nosplierc there wcrc 
strikitiq vicws of  Kabru. T3lrlng, Katigcl~e~~jringa, the Twins, Nepal 
Peak, Tent Peak, a i d  Jorlsong in the clistalice; aricl nearer at liantl, the 
sllal-p profile of tinclinlhed Chombu (6361m). Immediately below 
us to the cast was thc fill1 spread of tlic amphitheatre with the clial- 
Icnging cirquc of n~otltitains rising dircctly above. The  I~orir spetit 
on  the pass encoinpassed by a scene of'stic1-1 grandeur seeined 111agi- 
cal; the Sherpas, even Angtharkay, appeared moved. O u r  i1i:rbility to 
attempt any of  the ycaks was co~npc~lsatcd by the privilcgc of having 
bccri grantcd entry irito this hitherto secret corner of  Sikki~n, and of 
having disco\rered a seemingly safe passage out to the west. 

The  clescrnt began with a moclerately steep slope ending in a broad 
snc~wficld, beyond which wc wcrc unable to see. 1 Ir~iska, responsive 
to the rnagliificence of  thc siti~ation, rccordcd tlic scene on tiicwie film 
and mustered the strength t o  strap oil his shs .  I Ie was able to glide 
sii~ootllly down the slopes in a series of graceful turns to the delight 
and admiration of the Slicrpas. Alas, tllc joy of liis I-llti cndcd all too 
soon. The  snowfield was fi>llowecl by crevassed slopes of i~lcreasilig 
steepness. A snlall glacier hced us to the right guarded by an icefall. 
7% thc left a sliplltly larger glacier appcarcd to provide a hcttcr way. Wc 
roped up at this point in ordcr to negotiate the crcvasscd zone ahcad. 
the passage of wliicll, assisted by the tirm i~t\rP, too l  ahout a11 Iiorlr. 
An ascent of this glacier in the summer \vot~ld llave been a difi.icult 
proposition. (:onling off the ice, we followcd the riglit hank of thc 
river, tlic Jakthang (:1111, 0 1 1  S I I O W - C O V C ~ C ~  1110r;li11c t l l ~ t  gavc way to 
a11 ahlatiori valley. We dcc-ided to set up c.tmp in tlle early afternoon, 
estimating correctly that it would not he possible to  I-each our desti- 



nation, Monlc Sanldollg, hcfi)l-c niglitfall. 'Tllc sitc, dottcd with tI11.cc 
srliall lakes arid scattered with scrub, turt~ed out to be ideal, with 
fresh water and juniper wood at I~alld, a level space fi)r tcrlts, 2nd 
aniplc sunsl~inc to providc warrntli until tllc late af-tcl-r~oori. I Iruska, 
severely dehydrated, was aldc at last to hold down soliie liclr~itl a r~d  to 
eat a light supper. A sharp rock ridge to tlie soutli divided us fi-or11 tlie 
Ihrpo La and a short ascent of the slopes abovc our carny provided 
views to the nortll-west of (:llotniorno (b82Hrn) and Ka~iqclic~~jau 
(6889111), thc Iattcr mouiitai~l bciug our 11cxt rtol3jcctive. 

After a late start tlie next rnorriirlg, we dcsccilded about 400 inc- 
tres through the Jaktliarlg Valley - deserted except h i -  all crnpty 
yakhcrd shelte~. - hllowing the strean1 along a narrow pathway to its 
jurlctiorl with the Lachung River, wllicll has its source about 12kl11 
west of Yauhunri. Reaching Mome Sanldong (4500111) i l l  the after- 
noon, we foulid our two porters thcre with loads carried up f i o n ~  
Chungtliang, safely storcrl for tllc ncxt part of-our jourr~cy, as well as 
supplies of  firewood collected from below. 

In its heyday, prior to World War 11, the I-limalayan Club estab- 
lished two ~nountain lluts i l l  1937-8 in Northeril Sikkilu, colive- 
niently situated for usc by ~nembcrs  trckkiiing across the Ilcorlkhya 
and Sebu passes. Acco~n~~~odr i t ion  corlsisted of a roolri with basic 
furnitui-e, including a stove fiw coolung, and sleepills quarters on a 
wooden Aoor abovc. On previous journeys 1 had found both huts 
a haven of cornfort, particularly in stormy weather. 111 1949, tile 
Morrie Salildong hut  was a ruin. The  e~ltrancc door was unlockable, 
the olily urindow in the room had been removed, the stove was bro- 
ken, and a dan la~ed  table was the sole item of tiirniturc Icft. Its loca- 
tion on tlic route to the I lo~ikhya La apycars to havc nladc it a tar- 
get fbr Tibetari traders atid yakllerders. Hruska, although soniewliat 
recovered at the lower altitude, did not feel up to facing a I-etul-11 to 
higher altitudcs, which our subscqucnt plans entailed, and decided 
to retiirn to Gatigtok the t'ollowi~lg day. 1-Ie was acconlpa~lied by 
So~laill and two porters, who woulcl carry surplus iterns to Ganp~ok  
to await our rctum. 

Ilcquirc~licr~ts t'ur tlic ncxt tcri days were t~lit~itliiscrl, and our party, 
corrlprisillg A ~ i g l l a r L ~ ~  Dawa Tllutldu, Ajeeba. and Mi~i'na. set out 
the clay after Hruska's departure, more lleavily laden t l i ~ n  usual, but 



rclicvcd to liavc parted from the pcrsistcnt north wind tliat swept tlie 
exposed situation oSMonle Sarndong. A five-l~our walk, mostly over 
semi-ct)nsoliclated snow that covered the gradually ascencling plateau, 
took us to a small lake at 5300 metres, about three kilometres short of 
tlle l > o n k l ~ y ~ ~  pass, which had lorig heen clearly outlincd in tlic north. 
Or1 a grassy patch, with plerlty offrlel available in the fbrrrl of peat and 
yak dung, we set up what turned out to he a sheltered camp. 

O n  IS  Novcrnber, an hour's ascent took us to the top of thc ],ass 
at 9.30an1, where Arigtharkay Iioisted a lorig strearrler of  prayer flags. 
Despite its Ileiglit of  5195 metres, the pass was devoid of  snow. A 
Tibctan who accotnpanicd us pointcd out tlie crumbling rcmains of 
watclitowc~.~ used duringearly wars between Sikki~n arid Tibet, when 
the Donkliya riclge ~iiarked the fi-ontier between tlie two countries. 
The  crystal-clear atmosphere created an otlienvoi-Idly scene. To tlie 
north, 400 metres below, the sharp light of the sun turned the iced 
surfice of tlic C h o  Lanio Lakc into a damling rnirror. Rcyo~id lay 
the uiiconfined spre'ld of the Tibetan plateau with Kliail~ba Dzong 
clearly visible 40krn away. T h e  top of Pat~hunri w ~ s  visible to the 
cast, with the (;urudong~nar peaks in the wcst. At (lie L a ~ n o  Lakc 
we cncou~~te rcd  .In clicalnprticrlt OK two yak caravans 011 a jourtiey 
north into Tibet via a pass of 5288 Illetres. We were heading west, 
halting tliat afternoon a t  M11ncllo (5200111) near G u ~ - ~ i d o n p l a r  Cho,  
A larger lakc than its ncigliboui- (:ho Lamo. While thc Sherpas set up  
carnp, I \valked along the sl~orcs of the lakc to csartiiric tlic castcrn 
aspect of'Katlgche11ja~1, a n~ountain that had rlot heen clirribed since 
I)r AM lkllas' ascent in 1912. Kellas had suggested tlie possibility of 
a better route ti-0111 tliis side, but 1 Failed to ttiscovcr o ~ i c  and dcciilcd 
that we should rnove rouiid to tlie west in order to exaiili~ie wliether 
a route niigl~t 1)e found fro111 there, or if that hiled, to repedt Kellas' 
nortlicrn route. Tlic icct~lls t l iat  tumhlc steeply down tlie cast face 
of Kangclier!j'~u, togctl~cr with tliosc fro~ri  its close ncigliborli-s Gu- 
ri~dongni~tr (6715m) and Sangl~phu (6224nl), ked  tlie ~ i i ~ ~ i i l  lake a i d  

-I C;urudonglnar Peak was clilrll>cd 13 years earlier by  Eric. Sliiptc.)n arlcl L Kcnlpsol~ 011 

their retllrn horn the 1036 Everest expedition led by 1111sIl H \ ~ t t l ~ d g e .  111 October 1096, 
a p;~rt)' of' six t3ritish c.lin~brrs led Ily I )OI IS  Scott explored the gl;iciers a11d pr;rks ;u-ou~ld 
(;l~rudi)npn;w and (:llomhu, attenipting both n1orlnt;rins ;~nt l  c l i ~ i ~ l ~ i n g  thl-ee pc;~h-s of' 
5575 lrlctres, Shot rwtrcs, ;111(1 C : ~ I ~ I I ~ ~ N I  E;Is~ (5745111). 
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its smaller iicighbour, 00th of-wllicll wcrc partly irc-covcrcd.' 
Leaving Yiiincl~o and bypassilig l l onku l~g  (5562iri), the last sct- 

tlement on  the route to Tibet via the Kongl-a La (.51.331ri), wc ti-av- 
cllcd south, camping i l l  a slicltcrcd I~ollow at 4900 111cti-cs hclow a 
sitlall glacier wcst of Kangchclljau to escape f r o n ~  the I~owlirlg wind 
that had accoillpaliied us since our crossing of the I)o~~kliya pass. 
C:limbing for three llours fi-0111 that cairip up molainc ancl easy I-ock, 
we reached a saddle at about 5550 mctrcs, situated bclow thc upper 
portion of  the Icngtl~y a ~ i d  spiky wcst ridge of Kallgcllei~jau, lcad- 
irlg to its west su~nmi t ,  whicli collfirll~ed l r ~ y  suspiciol~ of  the iin- 
practicability of a route from that side. Tllc lnountaill is toppcd by 
two distinct snow domes scyaratcd by an undulating s11ow plateau 
over one hlottletre ill lengtll. The  east surnlnit, clinibed by Kellas, 
is imarked on  the sulvey map as 0880 metres; the west sulnnlit, evi- 
dently slightly lower, althougl~ positiollcd, has beell given 110 height. 
From the saddle on wliicll we stood tlicl-e was a vicw south of  tlie 
north-west face of the unclirnbed peak of Cllornbu. The  saddle pro- 
vides a feasible though steep descent to the l l la  C h u  Valley whcre 
the I Iiinalayan C:lub hut was situated. Since we rnigllt have been the 
first persons to visit the saddle, we built a cairn tl~el-c. 

O u r  disappoiuti~ient was solnewliat appeased up011 reachiilg 
Doi~kung  later in the day where a sheep was bougtlt, at a cost of 
about 21 ..50. duly hlled, roasted, and feasted upon that cvcning. Tllc 
llal.>py mood was heightened whcu I agccd  to thc Shel.pas' request 
that a rest day would follow prior to our attelrlpt on Kangchriljau. 
With A~lgtl~arkay and Dawa Thundu applying their coinbinecl skills, 
the Sherpas spcnt a larsc part of their rest day cooking and catilig. 
Partly to cscapc from the acrid yak-Jii~lg srllokc and the squalor of 
the quarters at Donkuilg. I climbed the scl-ee and boulder slopes to 

the nortll-west along a route that I Ilad fi)llowod three years earlier 
during all attempt to clilnh Chonlioi~lo. a moiintain that straddles 
the Tibet border.' My objective was to irlake a close study of  I<el- 
las' route on tllc 11orth side of I(angchenjau, wl~ ich  we intended to 
follow Although there did not seem to he ally tccllilical ditficulty 1 

5 .  I'lle first ascelit was 111ade iu 1910 by tlie ir~dci;itigable Dr Kcllas, alld a seco~id ascent 

was ~nade  in 1945 by Tf I Tilly acco~npa~lied by Aligtharkay. 
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f;,ulld tlldt tllc slope Icading to tllc ~ ~ o r t h  col rcccivcd no SlJn a t  all. 
[I lr  col itself very little, and the upper part of tlie ~ r l o ~ ~ n t ~ ~ i r l  about 

three hours late i r i  the clfternoo~l. 
Leavillg 1)onkung on  1 0  November witli Angtharkay, 1)awa 

Thundu anci Ajccha, our  irltention was to place a camp bclow the 
slope ledding to tllr ilorth col of Karigcl~e~ijau; and if required, to 
bivouac on tlie col before, or after, the tinal lap to the sunirnit. 
L'llornrrre prvposc, Dietr dispose. We ,~sccndcd 350 metres over- a scrics 
of  bare llills b e h r e  obtairling '1 view of the entrance to  the valley 
that we were seeking befi~re descendii~g 100 metres in order to 
reach it. O u r  camp was placed at 5700 lnctrcs beyond the s~nallcr  
o f  two tninor lakes, a short distancc frorn the foot o f  thc slopes 
leadirig to the col. Peat was mailable h r  burning, but  our  ~iiclle 
was exposed to tlle fierce blast of  the north wind. '  T h e  sun had 
left tlie site before our  arrival at 2.3Op1n and the tents were still 
in sli.~dow whcri wc  set out  at 9.30am thc rlcxt morning. None  of 
us had 1rltic11 sleep that night owing to tlie wind releritlessly lash- 
ing our tents, causing mine to col l~pse ,  which provided me  with 
a reluctant outing a t  3am to re-fix the guy ropes i r i  a tcrnpcrature 
of -20°C. 

The willti had abated slightly on  the 20tli wheu we left ccarnp. 
For tlie first 400 metres, progress up the moderately angled slopes 
toward tlic col was rapid, easily kicking or- scraping stcys 11p a hard 
snow crust. Rcyo~ld tllat we rcaclicd a t~c l t  ofscracs where tllc arlglc 
steepened. Tlir crust I ~ l d  thin~led out arid, in fi-out, Arlgtllarkay llad 
beg111 cutting steps. Advancing slowly, we arrived at a point 200 mc- 
tres below thc col. Thcre was no special difficulty, but aftcr over hvo 
hours or1 the sunless slope botllered by tlle willti, fingers and toes 
11'1cl bebyln increasingly to lose sensation. D a w ~  T h u ~ l d u  and Aieeb't, 
hchinct, wcrc voicing difficl~ltics. I joiiicd Angtllarkay to find out 
whdt he tliol~ght. 1 Te was going strongly and his irnnlctiiatc r cac t io~~  
was tllat Ilaving co~i ic  so fir, we ought to c o ~ ~ t i n u e .  The  t i ~ n e  was 
almost midday and 1 otim.1ted that 110t less than four boors, p n h -  
ably five depcndillg on tlic co~lditio~is,  would bc required to reach 
the sumn~ i t  along all icy wind-wept  ridge : c ~ h o ~ ~ t  400 inctres ahovc 



tllc col, plus an cqilivalc~~t period fbr the dcsccnt back to the c a ~ ~ ~ p  
below, rul i~ig out a bivouac on  the ool at c.0400 lnctres owillg t o  its 
exyosure to the w i d .  1 felt tllat the risk offrosthite was s o n i e t h i ~ ~ ~  
that 1 could not accept, either on  hchalf of the Sherpas 01- fi)r mysclf. 
With rcgrct, I gave thc sigllal to turn back. A dcc i s io~~  that troublcd 
rr~e deeply aftelward, but whic l~  I tlow believe was riglit. Wintry 
conditions liad defeated us.' 

Kcllas ~rladc two attcnlpts on  thc 1101-tl1ct-n route in cal-ly August 
1912, accorrlparlied by two Slicrpa portcrs. 0 1 1  thc fi ]-st, five anri 
a half hours were required to reacli the riortll cul fi-0111 liis c a ~ r ~ p  
at 5850 metres, owing to the steepening of  the upper slopes to 70 
degrees and the need to cut stcps in glassy ice. 0 1 1  his second at- 
teinpt the col was reached ill two llours; f r o ~ r ~  there, the clinlb to the 
dollled east sutntnit took fiwr hours, owing to a few icy passages. 
O n  the descent, 460 ~net res  above their camp, one of  the Sherpas 
slipped, dragging all thrcc down in an involunta~y 300-r~lctrc glis- 
sade, fortu~lately wit l~out  serious darrlage.' Returoing to Donkurig 
that evening, disappointed and weary, a nlug of  tea was as mucli as 
I could manage before rctirinq into nly slcepi~lg bag; the othcrs, in- 
cluding Angtharkay, appcarcd to bc equally dcflatcd. 

Leaving D o ~ l k u ~ l g  fbr the last tirile on  21 Noveinher, we reaclietl 
Gangtok five days later via Thanbw. Lachen, and C h u n ~ ~ l l a n g ,  above 
which a long div~rsi011 was necessary across a major landslide that 
had carricd away a scction of  thc patllway, blockiilg tllc river and fill-  
ing the iiillabita~lts of the village with the fear of  flooding w h e ~ l  the 
dammed waters broke out. 

Tht-ouqhout the journey. Anstharkay's lolls e-qw-icnce s i i ~ ~ l e d  
hi111 out as an urldisputcd leader of his tcam and a sourcc of c~lcour- 
ageineilt to them. H e  was conlpetent, utterly llotiest, a ~ i d  reliable. 
O n  the last day of  our  walk 1~1ck he spoke to line with deep feel- 
ing about tllc privations endured by Sherpa falllilies i l l  I )aljccling 
without any means of'livelil~ood during the long winter 111o11tl1s. A 

'An article about lia~lgchet~jau by Sonanl Gyatso appeared it1 Volunle 23 of'the Hirrruln- 
) J ( I ~ I  Jt~rrr.rrnl. stating that a party of (our in October 1961 'reached the col tiom the ~~ol - th '  
spellding the night ' i l l  a rock cave' ti-o~n wlirre tlley took seven Iloul-s t o  '~.eacll the peak.' 
The ;iccount is sl101.t o n  detail. castilig sotm doubt aI7or1t its accuracy. 

H Al l~ i r rc  Jorrnrnl, May 191.3. p.127-1.37. 



yc'lr or twc) Inter tllcil- fortu~ics h c g ~ ~ i  grc'~tly to i11ll)rovc. A~~gt l i .~ rk ,~y  
llimbelf WAS rrluch i l l  derlia~ld - the fi)llowi~lg year with the Frericl~ 
on A111iapiir1l.1. and in Icj51 explorins the Nepcilese side of Everest 
with his olcl fiicnd Eric Shipton. 

Oncc n-lorc I visited Sikkitli it1 (_)ctobcr 1952, accon~panicrl by 
Arigtliarkay L and a snlall teml  of Sl~erpas, hoping to round off my 
unfinished adve~lturt. with Ihngchenjau. O n  reC~ching Gailgtok, 1 
h u n d  conspicl~ous c11a11ges wit11 tlic p r c s e ~ i ~ e  of the Indian army 
who I i ~ d  overrun t l ~ e  s~nall  town. I was aclvised by the dewan, India's 
political I-epresent~tive, t h ~ t  entry to the north was barred bryoncl 
Thangu. Angtharkay and 1 considered briefly, but rcjcctcd, thc risk 
involved i l l  tiying to slip through filrtivcly. Wc crosscd thc Scbu pass 
(5352111) to Moriie Saridong, ~nov ing  soutll to  reach the IUlangpup 
glacier where we c l ~ ~ e ~ l d e d  a sllinrnit of 5580 tnetl-es. After cross- 
ing ;-r 3867-metre pass to the wcst we obtained a view of the coin- 
plicatcd Bur r~m glacicr systcin. Sadly, 1~1y final visit to Sikki~n was 
disappoin tiilg. 

Born in l<tinde in 1909, Anbqharkay returned to Nepal in the 
early 1060s where hc decided to rctirc, buildinq a large family home 
in Kathmandrl for his wif?, da~ightcr, and for~r  sons, and '~cquiring 
'1 fkt11 nearby. IHe spent tlie last fiCtee1-1 years of his life tericli~lg llis 
crol-waand cattle, hncl died there pe,~cef~illy in 1082. 





In June 10.54. re tumi~lg  from the Y~ lung  glacier on  the south-west 
side of Kar~gc-Ilei?jungn, I began to consider plans for a seco~id visit 
to  Garhwal during the summer of 1955. About t h ~ t  tiine I I-eceivttd 
a letter from l'ctcr 1 lolmes. agcd hvc~lty-three, who  was in his final 
yctlr at Cambridge. Glowing with self-conf dcnce, he stated that lie 
was n menlber o f ' t l~e  Cambriclge U~liversity Mountaineering Club 
and was planning an espedition that summer to the Spiti region of 
the I l i~na lny~~,  situdtcd north of  Kulu on the Lahul-Ladakh borders. 
I Iis interests, apdrt from mo11n tainecring, included cartography and 
geology. H e  11ad discussecl his plans with Kicllard Hey, a geo lo~y  
don at the ui~ivcrsi t~, '  who was aware t l ~ ~ t  tile shaly rocks of  Spiti 
wcrc know11 t o  contain rich deposits of  tnarine fossils at altitudes 
betwecr~ 3500 '~rld 4500 Inctres, of \vtlich only limited r ~ u n ~ b c r s  had 
been collected. The  prospect of  collecti11~ and bringing back a vari- 
ety of s p e c i ~ ~ ~ c n s  attracted D r  I-ley, who ageed  to join I-Iolmes and 
WAS able to obtain grants from the Itoyal Socicty Lo11don and the 
Scdgwick Mnsculn Cambridge h r  geological esploration. In  1932, 
311 expedition to Ladakh froin Yde University, led hy 1-1 de Terra, 
hC1d clisccwrred green-hued shales in a locality of hssilised plants 
bctwccn 60-70 f nil lion years old, which Ile dcscrihed as 'an cntirc 
petritied fix-est'. 

Geological research Ins led to acceptance of the theory of con- 
tinental drift, 211d to the belief that ~ ~ 1 s t  tracts north of the Inclian 
subco~ltinent wcrc u11Jer the waters of the Tethys Occnn bctwccli 
300-50 111illi011 ycdrs ago. The  uplifiing of  tile Tethys floor with its 
variety of inarine life, con~prcssed hetwceil the co~ltinental plates of 
Tibet in the north and India in the south, Icd to t l ~ c  for~nation of the 
world's youilScst and highest rnou~~ta in  chain. 

I Dr 1\W I Icy. MA, l'h.D., 4 Foutldcr Fcllo\w ol'Clturcl~tll Collcgc C;rtrtt)~~tlge 



Spiti had bccll largely rlcglcctcd dul-ing carly topr)gral,llical sur- 
veys; the only rrlap available was based on fieldwork carriecl out bc- 
tween 1849 and 1863, containing inally blanks, wit11 1,at-e o u t l i ~ ~ c ~  of 
vallcys and little ~nol-c tllan a hint of peaks and g1acic.1-s. I loltilcs WAS 

aware of thcsc dchci~11cics fi.onl the reports of two s~llall cxpcdi- 
tions. The  first, in 1952, I~ad  elitered the LIibi1,okri Basill soi11l1-west 
of  the Ual-a Shigl-i C;lacier i l l  I<ulu, reaching its eastern watershed 
and crossing hricfly into   pi ti.' Thc  second, in 1053, llad cxplorcd 
the north-cast section of'tlle Rara Sliigri Glacier toward the watcr- 
sllrd, viewing a glacier in Spiti to the north-east.' 

These discoveries sug.qested the existe~lce of several u ~ l h l o w n  
glacier systems and mountain groups on  hot11 sides of thc Kulu-Spiti 
Watershed. tlolnles was among the first to realize the potential in 
Spiti h r  ex-->loration of  tl-lest: semi-blank areas on existing maps, and 
focused his attention 011 two valleys in Spiti, the (.;yundi and the Its- 
tang, f l o w i ~ l ~  north-east frolrl the divide i11.to the 111ain Spiti Valley. 
The  party he got together included Alastair Lamb, readirig h r  his 
doctorate at Cambridge, who expressed an interest in carving out 
ethnog-aphical studies in Spiti, a I-cgion about \vhicl~ vcly little was 
known." I loloies, as thc only nloontainccr it1 the party was looking 
Lor a rilountai~leer to replace a fornler army colleague arid clirllber, 
who had to opt out at a late stage. Mou~ltaiil  exploration liad always 
interested 111e and I accepted his invitation to join tile party. Over 
C L I ~ S  occocfcc in 1 Ioltncs' digs at T inity College during the aututntl 
and winter of  1954, plans gradually begall to take sllape. Mear~while, 
Iioltnes rnanagrd to pass his finals, get married, and persuade his 
bank ttlanagcr to pl-ovide the loan lle req~tircd to realise his plans. 

O n  8 Tu~ic, 1955, four tnctnbet-s of the Ca~llbridge Ul~ivcrsity 
Experlition - Peter and Judy lloltlles and Alastair and Venice Lamb 
- set out fi-0111 England ill two Morris 5cwt vans on a 12,000kn1 
road journcy to India lasting eight weeks, travelling tllro~igh Europe, 

l ? l i n r r ~ l c ~ ~ r r - / o ~ ~ r ~ ~ ~ ~ l  Vc~lrllne XVIl I.  p. I 10, Kenneth Sllelsoll 

3 .4 /pirrc~- /ourtr~l l  Vol~lr~ie LIX. 11.288, AE (;untllcr. 

4~lastall .  1.1rnh stlhsrcluently wrolc scveral hooks  bout Ccntlal Asia. ~ncludi~lg Bn'tclirr t3 
Clrirrcsc C:rrr/rol ..lsin and .isitrrr Frotrricrs. 



T L I I . ~ ~ ~ ,  Irciti, '111d AfqIiallistdtl. I)r Ricllal-d 1 Icy would travcl out hy 
air in e'lrly Allgist, arld I agreed to join tlle party at Manali, a large 
village situated *t tlie head of  the I<ulu v ~ l l e y  

I<ulu is a p i c t~ l r c sq~~c  and fertile alpine zone situ'~tect hclow Lalull 
and Spiti to tlic north and north-cast, and the I'ir Panjal arid 13lla1ll- 
adliar Rariges bordering I < c ~ ~ l ~ ~ i i i r  t o  the west. Its fi-ieiidly and attrac- 
tive inh~bi ta~ l t s  dwell in well-built \vooden homeste~~cls reselnhling 
Swiss chalets, sul-I-oundcd by terraced fields on  which crops of rice 
and maize flourisll. Tlle upper part of'tlie valley is covered with scat- 
tered fi)rests ofwalnut, oak, and pine, as well as a wealth of  orchards 
13roducing apples, pears, and plums. T h c  party, minus I Icy, who  was 
delayed, asscrnblcii in Manali on 8 At~gust 'at Sunshitic Orchards, 
a private guest house run by Major Henry Banon, fbrrnerly of the 
C;arhwal Kifles, wlio was then in his eighties. His fiather was C:;~ptain 
AT 13anon of the Itoyal Munster Fusilicrs, w l ~ o  cstablishcd Sunshine 
Ol.cl~,~rcis. T Ictlry Banon had acted as horio~-ar)l local secrct'xry of thc 
Himalayan Club for a  lumber of' years; Ile exercised a good deal of 
genial authority in the area seiviilg on  the village council. Mier mar- 
rying a local girl, hc raised a large family, cxtcndcd and developed tllc 
orchards that hc had i~ihcritcd, allid produccd a wide varicty of  fruit 
that liad w o r ~  a high reputation. 0u1- roonls at Suiislline Orcl~ards 
looked out across tlie orchards to fcxests redolent with the scent of 
pines. Much of Major 13anon's time was spent inside his largc storc- 
r0011-1, wlicrc tile packing of  hcshly pickcd fruit took place for des- 
patch to clesti~iations tllroughout India. I l e ~ ~ ~ e r n h e r  liis tall, bronzed 
figure wearing a I<ulu hat, seated at the cc~itrc  o f a  hustling crowd of 
lactcys and childrcn of ~ l l  ages, busy directing oper'itions. 

A day was spent ill Maiiali sorting l o ~ d s  a ~ ~ d  hiring p ~ c k  ponies 
for the journey to Spiti. Mountain porters were in short supply, as 
we had been prcccdcd hy I I McArthur's p,Irty of f011r ~ 1 1 0  had hccn 
travcllirig round thc triangle of ~ n o r ~ n t ~ ~ i r l s  in Ccntral Lah~ll encloscd 
by the Chandra and Bl lag~ Rivers; and hy al l  RAT: Mountainrering 
Association Expedition led by AJM Smyth. wllirh climbed two pe~l i s  
abovc thc I<ulti Valley i l l  ~ a l ~ u l . '  O n  1 0  Ar~gust the Ilolmes' and 
Lambs sct out wit11 a caravan of 18 ponics carryi~ig tllc h111k of the 

5 Alyitrc~/orrn~aI v o l t ~ r i i c s  LXl, 1 1 0 .  202  lid 20.3, C O I ~ ~ A I I ~  , I C C O L I I I ~ S  C I ~  b c ) t l i  C X ~ C ' C ~ I L I O I I S .  



cxpcditiorl's stores mid cquipincnt. 1 waitcd i l l  Manali for I icy and 
tried to rec111it a few local illell or Ladakhis as porters. I icy reached 
Manali the next day and we set out 011 12 August togetllcr wit11 six 
laden poilics for the l~oh t ang  pass (30771n) o i l  tllc Kulu-Lallul Wa- 
tcrshcd, w a l k i ~ ~ g  t111~ough craggy hillsides and boulder--strewn slopcs 
i l l  a Scotcll niist. Or1 rcachi~lg tile crest of the pass. we looker1 ilclrtll 
into a differelit cli~ilatic zone. We had left the i~loiisoon belliild arlcl 

stood on a dividing ridgc bctwcci~ the srccn and fcrtilc Iandscapc 
of Kulu and the brown and barren uplands of Lal~ul; bclow lay the 
Charidra Valley, through wliicll our route would lie fbr the 11c'xt 
few days." Desce~lding from the pass, we itlet Haniish McArtllur, 
Frank Solari, and their wives, acco~npa~iied by two Sherpas and two 

Ladakhis retur~iing to Marlali afiter a ~noilth's travel in Laliul. It was 
agreed that two of their Ladakhis, Kiilziiig and So~laill, would double 
inarc11 back fro111 Manali to join us bclow the Kanzain La after three 
days. At the pass one day carlicr T lo l~nes  had bcctl able to recruit 
Jigny, a third Ladakhi. O u r  three young Ladakllis turiled out  to be a 
valuable asset to the ex~eclition during the nexT six weeks. Hey arid I 
followed the path or1 ttlc south bank of thc Chandra liivcr, catching 
UP with the advance party who had carnycd at Chatru oil thc clp- 
posite side of  the Chatru streaiil. Owing to the tllurldering waters, 
coilversation between us was impossible that evening. I t  was there 
that we made our acquaintance with the first of a scrics of  unbridgcd 
and Hooded rivers that wcrc to becolnc a ~ - e p l a r  feature of our jour- 
ney. 111 the mid-1950s touris111 liad not touched the regio~i. Follow- 
ing the construction oEillotor roads a i d  bridges, ICulu and Spiti llave 
since entered the 111odc1-11 age with its accompanying advantages and 
incor~venicilces. The  Chaodra K~lley used to be the traditional con- 
necti~ig link fbr ~lorrlads and traders wllo travelled with their pack 
animals via Kyelculg to Ja~i imu ancl hshn l i r ,  and over the L3aralacha 
pass (4890111) to Lahul and Ladakll. 

O u r  progress fc~r the next three days was marked by claw11 starts 
to benefit frotn the lower water level of  rivers and sti-eaius. and our 
daily s t ay s  were of variahlc Ic~lgtlis dcteri~lincd by tllc existsncc 

0 IJalf'a ceritury later the crossil~g of t l ~e  Rohtang pass involves a jorlrney on an over- 
CI-owded 11ighw;iy tilled wit11 Ilonking brlses, lo]-I-ies, and private vellicles inlpatiently 
awaitillg tlicir turn in leri~tliv queues. 



of n,eadows wllcrc tllc ponies colild fccd. O n e  stream WAS forded 

tllrollgll waist-drep icy water after a sakty rope had been fixcd on 
tllr opposite 1)anl;. The  ponymen's technique was to move cautious- 
ly  illto the water wit11 the lcading animal, closcly fi~llowcd by the 

rcst who were hustled in one after ,111othcr accornpanicd by sllouts 
allti shoves. We l ~ ~ d  110 accide~lts, but there were s o ~ r ~ e  near rr~isses. 
Crossinq the Stiigri Flats, we bypassed the large terminal moraine of 
tile Rara Slligri glacier whcrc its outflow entcl-s the Chandra rivcr. 
There were glinipses of' some of  its peaks, inclurling White Sail' 
(h4361n), climbed in 1941 by JOM lioberts. During Gunther and 
Kcrnpc's visits to the glacicr in 1952 and 1053, two pcaks of  5070 mc- 
trcs and 6095 rrletrcs above the Rara Sh ig i  Glacier were climbed. 

011 21 Allgrist we crossed the Ib r iza~n  La (4550111) and descended 
into Spiti. In near perfect wzathel; the scene approaching the pass 
with colourfi~l 13ucldhist banners and flags fluttcring above a giant 
cairn was crllianccd by views of'tllc ~nountains of  Lahul. Wc reachcd a 
rneadow 300 metres below the pass wllerc we found an encan~prnerit 
of Illdial1 police who gave u h  a friendly ~ ~ e e t i n g ,  suggesting that since 
the next feeding ground fix thc potiics was 2Sk1n away, it \vould be 
wise to halt tlicrc for a day; a request that I~ad  beer1 cxprcsscd earlier 
hy our potiy~nen. We fklt that our rest clay coultl be sperlt usefully 
by ascellding a tnountain, the top of which was visible east of the 
mcadow and sce~ned to o f i r  an interesting training climb. 

1 Iol~rlcs and I set out at 6.30arn tl1c ricxt n ~ o r ~ ~ i i l g ,  taking Rillzing 
with 11s. Fro111 a col situated on an inteivening ridge we crossed a 
s~nall  glacier to reach thc north I-idgc of the mountain, which we fol- 
lowed to the top (5639m) after cutting througll a final icc cornice. An 
unexpectecl view extended to the east. Unk l~own  to us a t  the tinie, 
we were lookii~g at g-oup of  triLxlt~-y glaciers at the heat1 of the 
Karcha Valley, sitriatcd north of the lh ra  Shigri systcln and contnin- 
ing a clustcr of peaks, one of wliic-11 had hccn climhcd hy C;u~lthcr 
and Ketupe in 1953.' O u r  ascent of aborit 1.100 rrletres had taker] six 
Iioui-s, and we returned to the meadow to I~ask in the late afternoon 
sunshine before an early supper and hcd. Itinning proved to he rcli- 

'A l;~rer, Hol111cs a ~ a l  Ililiri~ig n ~ ; ~ l c  r qilickvisit t o  illis groiip, ~ : l i~ i~ l ) i l ig  3 S I I I ~ I I I  pcali 
froni wliicl~ they cliscovered the csiste~icc oCa possiblc pass illat appe~l.etl to c.an1lcct tlic 
Karclia and Gyundi Valleys tiirthel- to the soulll-cast. 



able on rock, less sure as yet on  snow. An early start was ~lladc the 
next i~loruing fbr our loilgest single d ~ y ' s  ~ r~arc l i  lastiiig eight Iloiirs, 
which filllowed the Spiti river and led us tllroush a stdrk arid b;l~-rcn 
landscape 011 sllale and pchhle flats. It was durillg this walk that I Icy 
discovcl-cd his first Cossils. Much rnorc cvidcncc of'tllcir cxistcricc 
was to fi~llow. 

The name Spiti trailslates as the Middle Cuiint~y. a ilalne ap- 
propriate enougll since it uscd to be a sovcrcign l ~ u f i r  state situ- 
ated bctwccrl Ladakh and India. The  plateau-like landscape bore a 
conspicuous resenlblailce to Tibet geographically, clinlatically, and 
in the character and customs of  its Buddhist inllabitailts. 111 1055, a 
population of  about 2,500 livcd in scattered villagcs spread across the 
plateau at an average Ileight of 4000 metres. The  small co~llinuili- 
ties were surrou~lded by irrigated fields produciiig crops of barley. 
peas, and mustard in quantities sufficient to provide for their basic 
needs. A ~C)I-IT~ OF populatioil c011trol was practiscd. whereby ouly 
the eldest son was permitted to Itlariy and raise a Li~n~ily. Younger 
sons were taken to the nearest inoilasteiy hef;)l-e reachi~lg the age of 
ten, whcrc thcy livcd in celibacy as ~nonks .  Snow-fed watcl-s, vital 
for the survival of the population. entel-ed the Spiti river througll 
gorges and torrents calving deep features into an otllerwise clessicat- 
ed soil. Wiilters were severe; between October and April the passes 
wcrc closed, virtually isolating the valley and keeping the i~lhabit- 
ants housebound for alr-nost six months. The  yol~ulation of  livc- 
stock, conlprising yak, sheep, and goats, llad to be kept s~llall. Trade 
with neighhouring states was inostly by barter, wit11 local potteiy 
and wool being cschangcd f ~ r  salt and tobacco. O u r  predominant 
i~nyrcssioils were of a ~ncdicval cilvironmcnt untouched by the out- 
side world. The  model-nisatio~l brought about during the last fifty 
years hllowing collstruction of  roads and bridges would inevitably 
have altered the character of the cou11t1-y and its pcnplc. 

O u r  secoild day's walk i l l  Spiti took us to the village of-N. situ- 
ated near- the outflow of the Gyundi streain. Hey and Lamb llad 
left us aficr the first day. accompailied hy Jigmy and four ponies, to  

search for fc)ssils Ci~rthcr 1101-tll toward the L'updarsi La. Infol-ITIA- 
tioil ohtailled f i -o~n t11e villagl-s of A1 ahout the Gyundi valley was 
not encouragiilg. Although it was appn)acllable from this side - and 



fioln tllc Karrha llcgiorl on the otllcr side of tllc watcl-shed to tlic 
west - rile valley WAS prssahle o~l ly  i l l  early spring h r h r e  the inelring 
of tile winter snonvs and in late autumn with the slirit~kage of the riv- 
cr c ~ u s e d  by freezing of thr  feed waters, enabling sllcplicrds to drivc 
tllcir flocks up  the valley ti-on1 hot11 sides li)r short periods of gray- 
ing. The  vc~lley's Icngtli was getieri~lly supposed to he ahout 40kni. 
The vil1'1gers 'lppeal-ed to have no knowleclge about the presence of 
liigli mountains, onc ofwhich (052Srn) was positioned on old maps 
befiveell tlie upper reaches of  tlie Gyuiidi and llatang valleys. 

Undaunted by the inhrmcition given to us, and suspecting tliat in 
late Auqust thc (iyundi river had probably rcacllcd its pcak srlmmer 
level. 1 Iolmes atid 1 decided to inakc a tentative &>ray up its Icft bank, 
d i n g  with us tlie head ponyll-]an. Afier traversing cru~nbly  slopes 
of scree f o r  hvo bout-s. p in ing  about five kilometres, we reached 
an impasse above a cliff and t~11-1icC1 bnck having noticed s i p s  of a 
pathway on  the opposite bank wliich wc decided to fbllow the next 
day. During an otiting of eight hours, acconlpanied by Rinzing and a 
ponymall, \ve walked, clinibed, and waded ahout 12k1n up the right 
bank of thc <;yundi, reaching a point 300 mctrcs above thc river, 
froni wllcrc we d~ta i t lcd  a view of the next tc11 kilonlctrcs along a 
nlearidering valley wit11 stcepeni~lg ba~lks 011 b o t l ~  sides. Alleacl we 
coulrl see intervals of sanely bays hetweetl rock cliffis, suqqestitia . . ob- 
staclcs involving steep ascents and dcsccnts. The  chance of  our pony 
caravan procceditlg rlp thc valley, wi t l ~  an llnsccrl distance beyond cs- 
timatecl at 1 Skni, see~ncd ~ i l i ~ i i n l ~ ~ l .  Of tligti L rnoiint,~i~is rising abtwe 
the v'11ley tllere was no sign. O n  our return that evenitlg, tllr ino(wl 
was one of dccp dejection until well dtcl- supper. when a more con- 
str~ictive decisio~l was t ~ k e ~ l  to w i~ ld  up tlle C;ynncli canlp .lnd nlove 
south to the K'~tang Valley. 

Fmm Al, two stnall villages were passcd ch i r i~~g  a walk of 1 Skm 
bcforc wc reached llatig-ik, the largcqt vill.lgc i l l  Spiti with a pop111a- 
tion of 200, a scliool, and ;I post office. We fi , r~~ld it dcsrrtcd except 
fc)r a youth who 11'11lded 11s garlands of fresh peas. About two kilo- 
Inctrcs beyond we rcaclicd the clltralice to the Itatang Valley, wlierc 
we lbllowcd a path tliat took 11s t o  .I goocl cn~npsittx o n  slli~iglc flats 
beside the river with a fresh-water spring tie~~rOy. Sctti~ig i ~ p  C : ( I I I ~  

tliere, our tents were close e~lorigll to tlie r i v ~ r  to e~idhlr 11s to j ~ ~ d g e  



its strength by tllc sou~lci of' hcacy bouldcl-s crashing tiowust~-ca~li 
below tlie surL2ce. Tlie distallee tll:lt separated us fro111 t l ~ c  village 
spared us fioin providiilg its i l ih~bital~ts  with a p e ~ - t ~ i a ~ i e r ~ t  pccy- 
show. It was 27 August and tllc site was to rcnlain our hasc tijr tlic 
next 19 days. Twclve ponies wcrc rclcascd and six wcrc 1.ctai11cci with 
two p o i l y ~ l ~ e ~ ~  k)r our retu~-11 jouriley. 

With the cornbinrd skills ancl care of Judy klol~lles and Venice 
Lamb in the mess tcnt, which scrvcd as cookllousc and dispensary, 
we were treated to good meals, wliich included pies, cakes, and tarts. 
A regime of  strict hygieiie was adopted, a source of a ~ n u s e ~ l ~ e ~ l t  to 
Sonam, who was appropriated as kitchen assistant and was quick 
to learn fi-om the cooking lcssorls hc rcceivcd. O u r  camp with its 
colourful array of'telits represented a ~nicrocosrn of  cnnifc>rt ill the 
barren and forbidding entrance to the Katang Gorge. I-iey and Lamb, 
pleased with their excursion to the north. joined us thcrc two days 
later. Oucc I Icy had got thl-ougll to thc pcoplc what hc was seeking, 
a flood of speciine~ls was produced, ellabli~ig him to clioose only the 
best. His final collectioil of  amnlonites and heletll~lites filled three 
wooden boxcs, wllicll wcrc shipped to E l ~ ~ l a ~ l d  after 13onlb;ly (:us- 
tonns had bcen pcrsuadcd that a ~ n ~ n o n i t c s  wcrc not the prcsc~vcd 
re~rlaiils of  soirle Biblical tribe. Larrlb was able to gather local knowl- 
edge about the e t h ~ i o l u ~ y  a i d  ecoloby of  the I-egion. H e  had a rlleet- 
ing with the Nono, fbrnler hercdita~y ruler and supl-cillc judge of 
Spiti, derr~oted by tllc Indian G o v c r ~ l ~ n e i ~ t  to Ilorlorary Inagstratc 
(3rd class). 

l'ctcr 1 Iollncs, archetype of a jloung n u n  in a hiir~y, was rcst- 
lcss to illove alicad. I Ie was absorbiilg new sccucs and i~np~-cssio~ls ,  
which were to llave all i~uyortant bearing on  his fiiture plans, assidu- 
ously recording them with his new Leica and Holleiflex rcluipinei~t. 
Ten days latcr, aftcr rcturniilg to basc camp fi-oin our cxl~loratio~l of 
thc Ratang Gorqc, hc had fir~nly rcsolvcd to I-cturn to the area tllc 
following year in order to attempt to clear up tlie topogaplly, which 
we had lacked the time to do  in 1055. Uut 1 anticipate. 

Thc  moriliilg aftcr setting up  our basc, 1 Iul~ncs a i d  I cli~nbcd 
to thc top of a spur 600 tnctrcs above, coahli~lg us to fc~-111 a better 
i~npressio~i  of tlie Ratang Gorge. It appeared to be steeper, narro\ver. 
a ~ i d  of s~tialler di~rirnsioils than tlle C;~undi. seeming to end in the 



sotlth-west wit11 a g ro l~p  of'thrcc SIIOW-cr)vcred peaks hardly morc 
t h m  20kI11 away i l l  A direct l i~le.  It was a cliallengilig s i d ~ t  wl~ich 
strengthened our resolve to find a w ~ y  through the valley. Looking 
'ast we ~ ~ o t i c c d  an isolated peck, wolldering whether it could be 
 shill^, tnarkcd o n  the tnap as 703.5 Inctres, said to l~avc  been climbcd 
during tlle edrly surveys by a khnbsi,  a S I I ~ ~ ~ ~ O I - ~ S  assistdnt. We knew 
that ]OM Roberts in 1039, and a former district officer, Mr. Enler- 
sol], in 1910, had approached the Ratang Gnrgc, hilt werc turned 
I~ack at t l ~ e  en t r~nce  by flood\mters. We ilercleti to obtaiu local infor- 
nlatiun about the gorge from the villagers, ancl to engage two men 
for a wcck's eq~loration. T h c  sctlool-cum-postmaster, an English- 
speaking Indian, agreed to arrange for thc liirc of  the rrlcn, but added 
that rrlost of'tlle vill~~gers were working in tlle fklcls or  on  the roads. 
It was 110 surprise to learn that, as in the Gytrndi V~lley, shepherds 
drove their animals thmugh the gorge to graze on the upper mead- 
ows limited periods in early spring and late allturnn. 

I-Iol111es and I conlpletecl our packing in readiness to start the fol- 
lowing nlorning, but there was a 33-hour delay owing to the non- 
arrival of the local men. We sct out at 8anl on  31 Allgust with I?inz- 
ing and Sonarn lightly laden, and thc two local nlen carrying over 
30kg each. We asked the locals to lead tlle way, crediting tllern with 
h~owledge of the route, which they proclaimed went as high as pos- 
sible ahovc the river, adding tllat thc first stage would be s1lo1-t, &)I- 
lowed by a l o n ~ c r  and morc clifficr~lt seconci day bcfbre rcacl~ing a 
rneadow on the thircl clay. Owing to freqt~erit Ilalts, their route took 
11s in ~III-C'C hollrs to t l ~ c  high point I Iolincs a11d I had reached in 
an hour and a Ilalf two days earlier. From there, dcsccnditlg broken 
rock arid scree, they led 11s down to tile river - and to tlie erici of their 
first day - where Rinzing and Sonam set up our tent in :I sandy hay. 
Wc rcckoncd that we had advanced 1x11-cly six kilomctl-es, wcrc at a 
height si~nilar to o r ~ r  hasc, and llacl rc,~chcd a p o i ~ ~ t  whcrc the nlairi 
difficulties of the gorge nppe:ared to t~ about to begin. 

Breakfasting under clear skies a t  7am the next inoriling in readi- 
ness for an early start, we were attracted by loud whistles and cries 
f n ) ~ n  the slopcs ahove, where we spotted I Icy. 1-arnb, 'and Jigmy, 
wllo had travelled t l ln)~~gl l  the night to tcll us t l ld t  ;inarc-lly prevailed 
in Kangrik village owing to tlle departure of our mro inen without 



Base camp on Gangotri Glacier. Rharchakund (6612m) behind. 
Garhwal 1947. 

Kedarnath Dome (6830m) on the right, main summit (6940m) 
left. Garhwal 1947. 



Shivling (6542m) from Chaturangi Glacier. Garhwal 1947. 



Tenzing, Ang Dawa, and Ang Norbu on Kalindi Pass (5946m), 14 
August, 1947. Girhwal. 

Camp outside Gamsali. Bankund Plateau in the background. 
Garhwal 1947. 



Angtharkay approaching icefall below the Khangkyong plateau. 
Sikkim 1949. 



Sherpas descending from Hidden Pass (c.5790m) with Khangkyong 
peaks behind. Sikkim 1949. 

Kangchenjau seen from above Donkung. The sunlit north col is the 
low point left of centre leading to the east summit; the lower west 
summit is on the right. SiWm 1949. 





Our caravan in Chandra Valley near the outflow of Bara Shigri Gla- 
cier. Spiti 1955. 

Guan Nelda (6303m) with Rinzing in the foreground. Spiti 1955. 



Spiti expedition party. Seated front, left to right: Trevor Braham, Judy 
& Peter Holmes. Seated middle: Alastair &Venice Lamb, Richard Hey. 
Standing rear: Ladakhis Rinzing and Jigmy, three Kulu ponymen, and 
Sonam (partly hidden). Spiti 1955. 



approval by thc village 11cadm;lrl and cot~ncil ofcldcl-s. T l ~ c  two lricrl 
had to return. This was awkward, cliiefly because re-sortitis of loads 
would be neccssaly. Although Jiguly nowjoined us, sornc items had 
to bc left behind, and each of us would need to c a r ~ y  a heavier load. 
The two truailts suggcstcd guidil~g us over thc ilcit difficult strctcll 
before going honle. They led the way fool- the next tllrec hours, be- 
ginning with a climb of 300 metres, firl1owt.d by a descelit of  150 
Inctrcs to a col fiom whci-c rope was rlcedcd t o  lower the loads over 
a cliff down to the riverbed. They dcpositcd their burdclls thcrc 
with a sesture of  finality. We were not sorry to see theill off: Two 
hours later, after sti-uggling through the narrowing gorge with its 
containir~g walls at one point within a stone's throw of each othcl-, 
we chai~ced on a suitable calllying place and Iialted, too weary to 
confront further obstacles without a night's rest. 

The  gorge held us in suspense h r  two filrtllcl- days with surpris- 
es around altrlost every corner. 111 o i ~ c  cight-hour day we advanced 
barely four kilonietres; the next day was meniwable f ;~-  an unpro- 
tected 125-metre traverse aci-oss a scree slope 100 inetres above the 
river, where a slip would have cllded in the thutldet-ins waters. 0 1 1  

thc fourth day wc I-cachcd a fork where thc rnaiu rivet- branclled 
right, away fi-otn a rneadow or1 the lefi througl: wl~ich  ran a subsid- 
iary stream. The  stream sprang fi-oin a glacier below the tliree p e a k  
that we had carlicl- assulncd formed a part of  the Kulu-Spiti Watcr- 
shed, but we were beginning to discover that this was far fiom bc- 
iilg tlie case. 111 order to reach tlie rlleadow it was ilecessaly to cross 
the illail1 river, wllich was wider and deeper at this point. Kiiizilig, 
uadau~ltcd, dcinol~stratcd his courage tvhcn, after testirlg thc waters, 
he crossed over, deposited his load nil tllc otllcr bank, and returned 
to help each of us across. 

O u r  fiwrth catlip was placed at 1400 metl-es oil the nleadcrw, 
which was covcl-cd with tall grass. wild flowers, a i d  traces of  yak 
duilg. Leaving Sonarn tllere, b u r  o r  us inoved up towartl the gla- 
cier snout, fi)llowiiig the moraine to a snow hasin below the ilortll 
face of the highest of the row of three peaks, whcrc we camped at 
5200 inctrcs. Iluriilg thc aftcriloo~l, I lolnles a i d  I carricd out a rc- 
cotinaissailce to prospect the way to tlie ridge coilnecting tlie peaks. 
While monsocrn clouds wrr-e firirlly established over Kulu to the 



s(,lltll-west, the skics abovc us remni~ird clcar. T h e  fi)llowing day 
in perfect weather, accornpar~ied hy I(inzirlg, we reacliecl tlie ridge 
traversing tlie middle summit. Puttins on  a rope, we  used cratnpons 
to dcsccnd to a col which led us filrtlicr along tlic I-idgc to the high- 
cst of  tllc tlirce sunimits. T h e  snow was g c ~ i c r ~ ~ l l y  firm, but o n  a tcw 
narrow and icy stretches it seemed safer to move siilgly. Tlie climb 
to tlie nlicldle su~nni i t  (.59401n) had taken three hours; an hour later 
we reached the highest point (hOl0m). From there it was clcar that 
our peak stracldled tlle ridge t~etween tlie Kataiig and tlie Parahio val- 
leys to the south, and was some clistance away from the Spiti-Ihlu 
~ a t c r s 1 i ~ ' d .  The  latter was crowned by a long line of untnappcd and 
unn'~tncd mountains, only one of-which, standing abovc the others, 
was inarkcd on the rnap as 6632 metres. Tliere was a pdrtial view of' 
tlie C;yundi Valley to tlle north, while nearel- to us in the soutli we 
noticed at the liead of tlie Parahio glacier a conspicuous pass leading 
across tlie watershed ridge to Krl111. To the nortli-east, the shapely 
pyrarnid that we took to be Shilla stood out as a solit,~ry beacon. The 
rough outline of the area shown on  the map conveyed little inlpres- 
sion of the scene before us. Tlic singlc peak tnarkcd was part of a 
concentration ofpcaks and glaciers tliat fillcd both sides of  tlie water- 
shed, thr tallest I-ising fi-orrl the large g1'1cit.r system oftlie Bara Sliigri 
in ~<LI~LI ,  explored for the first time in 19-53 hy (;untlier and Kempe, 
and in 1952 by S~ielsoti and (;ra'~f. O u r  pccp into tlie unknown was 
inti-igui~ig arid encouraged 1 Iollrles to draw a skctcli, which could bc 
corrcldted later to tlle round of ~11otog1-aplis t11'1t we had taken. The 
tops of tlie (;yundi and llatang Valleys wcrc not visible from where 
wc stood, hilt wc knew thdt thc f i~ r r t~cr  co~itaiii~cl 'I pass crossed by 
shepllercls fro~ri  Kulu that was observed hy G ~ ~ n t l r e r  fi-on1 the Ilara 
Sllipi, but not crossed. We did not know at the tiine that Snelson 
and (;ma6 after exploring the 1)ihibokri Hnsiti in J u l ~ c  1052, reached 
a pass o n  the Kulu Watcrsllcd and dcsccntlcd to onc of tlic branches 
of tile T'arallio Gl'~cier, on which tllry can~pcd for a 11ig1it befjre re- 
turning over a second pass to  their base i l l  tlie 1'arl)ati Villey. 

Fascinated by our discovci-ies, hut t n ) ~ ~ h l c d  by the unanswered 
ql~e\tions that tlicy raised, wc clcsccndcd to our llig11 camp wllerc 
Jiginy handrcl O I I ~  r n u y  of'hot t c ~ .  l'c~cking 11p the tcnts, wc re t r~r~ l rd  
to the meadow the same .lftemoon, moth to the relief of  l i i~lzing 



and Jigmy who told 11s that they had a very cold ~ligllt at tllc i~ppcr  
calnp. So~lanl llad not bee11 idle clnring our abse~lcc, 11avi11~ a11lassc.d 
supplies of  juniper wood and dried yak du~ lg .  Supper was caten 1111- 

dcr t l ~ c  stars around a warn1 but srncrky tire. 0 1 1  6 Scptc~l~t>cr wc hc- 
gan the rcturu journey to hasc, wllich was acco~nplisllcd in two 'jays 
instead of-the four that we r~eeded oil tlie way up. Tliere was less to 

carly, we were fa~niliar with the prohlelns, and, more inlporta~it, t l ~ c  
water Icvcl of the ltatang ltivcr had dropped slightly, owing to lowcr 
night tcrnperaturcs. Wading across tllc strcarn rnorc ti-cqucntly in 
orcler to avoid soirie of'thc worst rock and scree sectio~ls, we fi)ii~ld 
the water appreciably coldel- than it 11dd been a week earlier. We had 
two close calls: when an ovcrcoilfidcnt and Ileavily laden Iti~lzing 
slipped in mid-stream and was alrliost lost; and wllen Sonanl did 
the salne, and in trying to hold l l i i ~ l  I lost 111y bala~lct.. Fortu~~ately 
Elinzing was near and came to the rescue. l luring the last hour of  
our  ~narch  back to base, E Iol~rlcs a ~ ~ n o u n c c d  that Ile had dccidcd to 
return to the Katang in 1956. I remarked that every first-timer to 
the Himalaya expresses similar intentiotls, and many of  the111 do re- 
turn. 13ut his was no  idle d r ca~n  - ofwhich tllorc latcr. Mca~lwl-lilc, I 
pointed out to hini thc slli~liilg white pyrainid visible ahead, which 
doini~lated the Sllilla Valley. 'Why don't we go and clirilb that now?', 
1 said. So it was aqeed.  We were unaware that JOM Roberts liad 
visited the mountain i l l  1039. Koberts later told lnc that Ile I-cacl~cd 
what he corlsidered to be thc top in a cvhitcout, hut could i l ~ t  be 
entirely certain t h ~ t  it was the higllest point. 

O n  8 September, a day after our return from the gal-%el 1-101- 
nlcs and I procccdcd u p  thc Shilla Vallcy in luxurious stylc, c a r ~ y i ~ ~ g  
nothing oursclvcs. I Icy joined us to scarch tor fbssils; a11d wc wcrc 
accompanied by liinzirlg, Soila~n, two lade11 ponies. and a pollylna~l. 
The  local nanle of our n~ountain was Guan Nelda (6303111). loosely 
trailslated as Snow Moon in thc Shy. Sllilla l'cak, we wcl-c told, stood 
at the top of'thc vallcy ahout right kilo~rletres beyond to the ilortli. 
Wssillg Lanaa Villaqe, we left the Shilla Valley, branching east to 

follow a subsidiary stl-earn where we f i~und  a good ca~npsite at 5250 
rnctrcs anlid rollii~g hrom71l llills, our  objcctivc don~inating the cast- 
ern sky. 1 ley decided to remain at this camp, wllicll s e e i ~ ~ e d  ideally 
suited for his purpose. The  following day, in order to reach the f k t  



clforlr nlollntain, a dccp ravine I-I'IJ to be crosscd. It led us to ;I tra- 
verse across sliale and scree slopes, which took LIS to the t~ase of the 
north-west face of (>uan Nelcia at 5500 metres where we camped. 
FI-or11 thcrc, lookingwest up the IL~tang Valley, we wcrc ahle t o  idcn- 
tify the two peaks that wc liad recc~ltly climbed. 

The  night teniper'Iture clmpped to -4°C a n d  there was a sharp 
flurry of snow a t  Sam tlie next morning. Ilolmes, Itinzing, and I set 
out a t  6.30 with the LIPIKT half of tllc mountain obscured by a belt 
of cloud. Ascending an initial snow ramp, we redclled the 45-degree 
hce  of niixed rock and snow, which took us to about a third of the 
way up tlic west ridge of thc mountain. Visibility was poor owing to 
cloud and intcrrnittctit snow showcrs. In 01-dcr to avoid srlspcctcd 
cornices we traversed the slopes sligkitly below the ridge 011 freshly 
fillen snow lying above a firm base and were guided by occasional 
openings in the shifting clouds. O n  the steep filial pyrCitliid, steps 
were cut in hard snow for ahout 60 Inctrcs, leading us to tlic liigh- 
est point. R i n z i ~ ~ g  had been climbing confidently, a11d I edged liini 
out into the front so that lie should be the first to reach tlie summit, 
upon \vhicIi there was just ctiougli space for the ttlrcc of us to stand. 
T Tolmcs liad not fillly acclirnatizcd in spitc of his c~r l i e r  climbs, and 
lie was trou1)lecl by a cougll. Tlle ascent llad t'1ke11 tllree ancl a half 
Iiours. We spent 30 ~ninutes on the surntiiit hoping, in v ~ i n ,  to ob- 
tain a view of Sliilla, but the clouds wcrc firmly established around 
tlic ulqxr part of our ~noutitain. Visibi1it)r was poor drlritig the dc- 
scent as we retr,lced our upward tracks in d e t e r i ~ r ~ ~ t i ~ i g  snow condi- 
tio~is. So~iain had nioved our camp to ;I grdssy hollow a t  4800 metres, 
which we reached in thc aftcrtioon. 

The  weatlier was fine the riext day. Wllile Rillzing, So~ldrn, and 
the ponies nioved down to kley's camp, I Iol111es , ~ n d  I nioved up 
the valley, fidlowing tlie Shilla  st^-can?, dctcrriii~~cd to locate tlic ap- 
proachcs to Sliilla. An hour's walk took 11s to a wide bend in tlic 
valley, wliere we f;)und ourselves Lici~lg a large white ~rloull t~~il i  situ- 
ated behind C;ll'l~l Nelda with qe~itly inclir~ect stlow slopes leading 
t o  a domed s u ~ n ~ n i t .  This could only be Sliilla, first climl>cd in 1860 
by a khulnsi of the St~rvcy of 11ldio who carricct a signnl 13olc to thc 
surnlnit. It  surpriseci us to f i~ld t lut  tllr 11cigllt of Sllilla appeared to 
be 110 greater, eve11 ratllel- less, t h ~ ~ i  tli;ht of (;unn Nelda. I lolmes 



corlvcyed tllis in fo r~na t i c )~~  t o  the Survey ol l~ ld i :~ ,  s u b ~ ~ i i t t i ~ ~ g  C O ~ ~ C F  

of the photographs tllat we had take11 o f t l ~ e  twr) ~ i ~ o u n t n i ~ l s  at close 
range. The  evidence provided was taken seriously enoi~gll fi,r t l ~ c  
Survey of  Iudia to undcl-take a ficsh study of old s u ~ v c y  records, 
fi-orn whicll t l~cy  discovered that the 7025-nletrc llcigl~t of Sl~illa 
llad beell computed fio111 two trigonotnetrical ohservatio~ls i~rstead 
of three, in accorclatlce with sta~lclard survey practice, and was therc- 
fore subject to error. In 1063, following a nlodcl-n sunrcy, thr hcigllt 
of Shilla was marked 011 survey rllaps as 61 10 ~netres,  thus de~llolisli- 
ing the legend of the brave klirllnsi who. by clinlbing to tlie s u ~ n ~ l l i t  a 
century earlier, had cstahlishcd what was bclievcd fi)r over 50 years 
to be all altitude record. 

We returned to I-Iey's camp that afternoo~i to find that 11e liad not 
fully completed his su~vey. 1 watched in amazelrient as he picked 
up what appeared to hiin to be an i~lteresting stone, and striking i t  

with his harnnner cxtractcd ti-orn it a fossiliscd aunnonitc - an extinct 
niarirle 111olIusc that lived under the Tethys Sea i ~ i  a bygone era. I t  

sllould be added that tlie inail1 geological objective of the expedi- 
tion - to dcterminc the age of the Spiti shalcs - was not achicvcd. as 
e v c ~ y  outcrop cmttiincd was largcly Ilidde11 bv , L qlacial deposits. Nev- 
ertheless, large collectioiis of  ammotlites wel-e ~nacie, wl~ich,  t11ough 
ilot in place, were certainly fionl the Syiti shales, and the collectioiis 
were dcpositcd at the Scdgwick Museuin in Cambridge. 

After our rctrirrl to base i l l  the 11at;rng Valley. a day was spent 
pachng and disposing of surplus food and other i te~ns,  ridding us 
of about two poily loads. We hrgan the walk back on  14 Srpte~nhcr,  
reaching Marlali o ~ l c  wcck later. Iluring our final twro days in Spiti 
our caravan was a fuciis of attraction. trailed by villagers who brouglit 
flowers a i d  peas. provided a song aild clailce display, and ofkred fils- 
sils firr salc. (:rossing the Kanzam La into the (:handra Valley we 
noticed a change in tllc wcathcr. Autumn had set ill; the inortlinp 
were frosty, the lower water level of streanis niade tlie~ri easier to 
cross, and the tempel-atore of  the water was a deal lower. At 
Chatru. of infamous menlory on our way out - where Ve~licc Laillh 
and Judy 1 Iol~ncs were almost lost in thc strean], rescued o ~ l y  by 
tlle proillpt action of Lanlb, wlio tied a mpe aroiirld his wdist and 
drew them to safety - we took a 11igI:h-level route hack. E~ltrustiilg 
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Ili~izing and Son.i~ti to c~isllt-e t l ~ c  safe arrival of  our por~y  crravan a t  

Manali vi,l the liolitar~g pass, we struck south crossing t l ~ e  Iiampta 
R s s  (4275111) along '1 pathway that skirtecl the glaciers below Deo 
Tibba (OOOOrn) and Indrasan (0220m), tlie latter mou~~ ta i i i  then un- 
climbed. Spared frorn thc passage of  con~~nerc ia l  and torlrist car'xvans 
on  the Rohta~lg route, we fc3und ourselves i l l  an attractive regiol~ that 
still retained a rare pristine cluality. Descending from the liampta 
pass, tlie track led 11s through a warmer alpinc zone wlicrc, latc that 
at'ter~loorl, we c~~rripeii or1 an open illeatlow a t  3000 nletres. Tlie next 
day, descending through rich forests of niixed conifer and decidu- 
ous trees, we rcturncd to S~lnsliinc Orchards to find that tiinzi~ig, 
Sonanl, ancl the baggage ponics had al-I-ivcd safaly. 

A recent project, received fivourably by the Hirriachal gover~i- 
Inent, to establish a ski resort in tlie I lanlpta region with the con- 
struction o f  tourist Kxcilitics i n c l ~ ~ d i n g  tlotcls, cottages, and  ski lifts, 
is said to bc ilndcr scrioi~s coi-.lsidcration. 111 the irnpcrf-cct world in 
whicli we live, conflicts of' interest arise 1)etween tecli~lology, prog- 
ress, and natur-e protection, which usually end in triumph for eco- 
nomic intcrcsts. 

In 1956, Peter and ludy I Io l~nes  rcturncrl to the Rata~ig Vallcy, ac- 
co~npani'd by Judy's brotller C;ary W:IIker. 1-Iolrnes was fc)rtun;ately 
:~l)le to engage Kinzing and Sonain '191i11, the latter, at 26, being the 
olttcst rnc~nbcr of the party. An Indi;~n sccurity ofticcr was attached 
to thc cxpcditio~i. Tn Septcmbcr 1055, I I o l ~ r ~ e s  a ~ i d  I, accorr~parlicd 
by our tliree Ladakhis, liacl spent four Inrd days str-tiggling up tlie 
I l a t n ~ ~ g  (h rgc .  In Junc 10.30, with wi~ i tc r  snow still lying in places 
over f(mr nlctres dccp forrning natl~ral bridges a ~ i d  partly hlocking 
the flow of tlie river, tile party, wllicli i n c l ~ ~ d e d  twenty local por- 
ters, I-ecluired three easy days to reach tlie ~iieadow, where they es- 
tablished their base.' Above tlic rncadow, I lolincs, accompanied hy 
Ritizing a11d Walker, fbllowcil t l ~ r  Ratall2 Gorge fror~i  <I point wlicrc 
it co~ i t i~ lues  ~lortll-west to its Iieadw.iters t l ~ ~ t  spring Srorn the gla- 
ciers below the Spiti-l<ulu iV~terslied. They established a series of 
light calnps, clinibing seven pcaks bctwec~i 5700 a ~ i d  0000 111et1.cs, 

R Hctwer~i May A I I ~  June t l ~ c  vill;~gcrs of lt,uirik 1n;llic. "1' t o  i l ~ r r e  trips tl~rougli t l lu It:\- 
tang C;c)rge to collect wi~itcr woc)cl limn ~h~11111a1li S L I ~ ~ ) I I ~ S  ofj1111ipc.r av;~ilat>lc around 
tile llle;~ciu\~! 



enabling 1 Iolnics to preparc a skctcli Inap of tlic arca. 
Tlie party tlieti retilr~icd a lo~ig  a iicw rootc via tllc l'nrallio gla- 

cier, crossing the pass that we had viewed in 1955 unclcr the as- 
sunlption that it would Icad tlieni via the l>ibil>okri glacicr into tllr 
Palhati Valley in Kulu. S~ielso~i 's 3 952 cxplol-aticb~i of'thc l)ibil,okri 
glacier north of  tlic Par-bati led l i i~n  to tlie discovery that tlle l?~raliio 
glacier contains tllree separate 131-a~iches. 1-Ie succeeded ill crohsing a 
pass which led hirn to the southcrr~ branch of  tlic l'aral~io, whcrc lie 
carriped for one niglit befiwe exp lo r i~~g  the central bralicli, crossiilg 
fro111 it to re-enter I<ulu. Tlie conspicuous pass at the liead of tlie 
1%1-ahio glacicr that 1 lo l~ncs  a i d  I liad obsc~vcd in 1955 was dcccy- 
tive; the desccnt on  tlic Kulu sidc was co~iccalcd frrorn our view, 
and the conlylete Paraliio system had not been visible. It was the 
noi-t11e1-11 branch of  the Parahio that Iiolnles chose for his crossing 
in 1956. The  choice turned out to be a serious error. Altliougli tlic 
pass provided a straiglitfo~ward routc on tlic Spiti sidc. tlic dcscclit 
into I(lilu was fi-aught L wit11 difficulties, leading to a serieq of 11azards 
and ~ilisadventures f i ~ 1 -  the ediausted party of  seven, who were only 
able to cx3ricate thcmsclves after a five-day struggle, and the a l ~ i ~ o s t  
total dcplction of  thcir timd supply. 0 1 1  rcacliing the I'arbati vallcy 
in I h lu ,  Sonani lured a slieep fro111 a nearby flock, which was killed 

'I and roasted, saving the enfeebled party fi-om Iiear starvatioii. 
In 1957, l'ctcr I lollties joi~led Slicll Transport &- Trading. sycnd- 

iris liis early years in tile Arabian Gulf, Sudan, Lebano~~ ,  Libya, and 
Nigeria, acquiring fluency i l l  Arabic and establishing close relations 
with leaders of  the cou1it1-ies in which he workt-d. H e  was appointed 
Cl ia i rn~a~i  of  Shcll i l l  1985, and was knighted in 1988. Ilcplyilig to 
niy co~lgratulato~y note, lie wrote, 'To th i~ ik  that I joined Shell in 
order to p'iy offwhat I owed to lily bank for two Hirnalayan cxpedi- 
tions!' O n  his retirement from Shcll at tlic age of sixty. he relished 
thc fi-ccdoni to i t idulg i l l  liis pcrso~ial intcrests, and was ahlc to 
elljoy to tlie full liis passio~i for travel, adventure. ptiotogaplly, and 
his later i~iterests wliich included sluing dnd scuba diving. H e  died 
i l l  2002. O n e  of liis obituarics described hi111 as thc 'improbable and 

" ~ l n i ~ r r r a i ~ r s  nrrd n ,\lorrn.rtcr~y. Peter 1 lol~iies' book abwt the 19.56 espe~litio~i,  was pllb- 
lished in 1955. 1 l i s  article, together wit11 a sketch Inap, was prlblished i l l  the f f irrr~rlr l~ir i  

Jorrr-rrt~l Volun~e XX, p. 78, 1057. 



hticcarlcering Cl~dirrrlan of-Shell'. Befi,rc his dcatll he sent me a copy 
of' his book, publislied in 1088 with tlle sp~)rlsorsllip of the Shell 
Company of Turkey, 7i1rkry a ' f i ' r ~ l ~ l o ~ ~ ~ ~  Uridyc, a folio-sized volume 
of photographs containing dcscl-iptions of a c o u n t ~ y  he kncw well 
thl-oogh f i r r l i l  y corlr~ections i l l  th r  Levant Cor~s~ i la r  Scrvicc going 
hack to the cl;lys of  his great-yrai~dtitl~er."' 

Peter 1 Iolrnes, whose mother was Amel-ican, was born in (' ~reece. 
I Ic was I-aiscd in I Iungary and the USA, so it is not surpl-ising that 
he developed a love ot'travel at an early age. Duriilg rlatiorlnl service 
with the ljritish Army, he served in the I<ol-ean War as a lieutenant, 
carning distinction and thc Militaly (11-oss for Icadcrship durinq a 
11111~1L)cr o(exp1orato1y patrols into cner~~y-held territory. 

Tlle 1755 Carnbritige University expedition to Spiti got together 
again at the Holmes' London home to mark its 30th anniversary, 
~ 1 x 1 1  all of us wc.1-e still y o u ~ l g  enough, and keen enougl~,  to enjoy 
cxchar~ging tales about thc intctvening years. 

I 0  The test o E  t l ~ e  I ~ o k  was written by Al,~st;~ir Lanil>, who was \vith 11s in Spiti in 1')55. 



Lluring tllc late 1940s and early 1950s I visited the I Iinlalaya allnost 
every year, an iildulgeilce that 1 knew could not contiiiue inciefi- 
nitely. There were breaks in the suinmers of  1948, 1951, and 1950, 
cliirlbing with Iny yo1111g Swiss guide and f i ic~ld.  Arthur Lochinat- 
tcr, in the Valaisian Alps. O u r  ol~jcctivcs had grow11 nlorc atnbi- 
tious with each new season, cultninating with our  last ca~npaign 
together when we cliirlbed the Dufourspitze, f;)llowing u p  with 
a traverse of  Castor and I'ollux the next day, and racing back just 
in time for  me to catch thr  last train froill Zcrmatt to Brig, which 
enabled rne to make i r ~ y  return flight departing fi-on1 Ziiricll early 
the nest n~oi-ning. 

111 1957, whilc editing tllc Iiir~talayarl Jo~rrrlal dul-ii~g the height of 
what might be regarded as the I Ji~nalayan Goldcn Age - bctsvccn 
1950 and 1058, t l~ir teen of  the f'ourteen 8000-rr~etre peaks were first 
cliinbed - 1 had a sabbatical year. i f the  term can be applied to seek- 
ing and cditiilg material obtained t r o ~ n  international cq~edi t ions  
eager to annonilcc atld advcrtisc ttlcir successes. 

In 1955, I was approaclled h r  irlforinatiorl about the Ik~rakorarrl 
by EC Wai-r, who  was endeavouring to organisc a sinall party to at- 
teinpt a11 unclirnbcd tuoulltain of tnodcst size. Tile o ~ i t c o n ~ e  of our 
cori-espoildencc was an illvitati011 to join his party h r  a period of 
two ~noil ths to make an attenlpt on  Millapill Peak (72721n), situatecl 
in the iildcpci~dcilt state o m a g a r  in Pakistan. Although I had to ad- 
vise hitn that I cor~ld nut obtain leave for Inorc than six mrccks. Warr 
agreed to illy liinited particiyatioil. The  venture was privately h n d -  
ed, each member contributing his shai-e of  the overall cost. Food and 
ecluipirlent were yurchascd in E ~ ~ g l ~ ~ n d .  Warr was thc $oi~l t  parttler 
of a London store dcaliilg i l l  canlping and ~ ~ l o u n t a i ~ ~ c c r i ~ ~ g  g a r .  I lis 
party of four ii~cliided Dennis Ken~p.  a professioilal pliotograpl~er. 
Cliris kloyte, a tlloracic surgeoil, and Walter Sllarple)r, an engil~eer. 



Minapill (;lacier had hcen visited twice. Two surveyors, at-  

tached to Eric Shipton's 1039 ILxakorarn expedition, Ilad cdrried out 
a plC~rie-table suivey based 011 a triangolation by l'(; Mott, which re- 
sulted in ttic pul>lication o i a  map by tlie 12oyal (;eogrCiphical Society. 
Jn 19.54, an A~lstro-C;crnian scierl tific cxpecii tioii, which irlcludcd 
the well-k11ow11 cl in~ber Ancierl Heckrnair, visited a wide area of 
inountaiils in N a p r  and Hunza, from ILimpire Dior in tlie north to 
Rakaposlii in tlic soatll, inapping and positioni~ig t l ~ e  main peaks and 
glaciers. Of Minapill, o r  Diran as it is know11 locally, they rerriarked 
that J I ~  ascent fro111 the north could be rilade 'without any special dif- 
ficulty.' I l i d  Ic;i~-nt from Kenncth Mason, profussc~r of  geography at 
Oxfbrd and a fi3rmer editor oft l ic  I I in lnlqlc~n Jo~rrnul (1029-40), that 
a rapid adv~tice llad beer1 observed in the Minapin Glacier i l l  1892, 
which continued until 1912, followed by a retreat filr the nest twenty 
ycars. In  103.1, aerial photographs taken by tlic Royal Air Force had 
slintvn licavily built-up sections of ice on the I > r o ~ d  upper part of 
the glacier, wllich lecl I'rofcssor Mason to suspect that because of its 
unusually n;tri-ow descerlt valley, a furtller advance within the next 
decade would sccm possible. I3ascd on local cnquirics that I rnatlc in 
1058, this did not seem to h ~ v c  bccn tlic casc. 

Althougli Wclrr hC1d applied to the autliorities in P,~kist~ui fhr per- 
mission t o  visit the area several months in advance, no answer Ilad 
I~ccil receivcd prior to tlie exyedition'c departure by sca froin Eng- 
land. After tlleir arrival in Karachi at thc c i ~ d  of April, a I J C I - I T I ~ ~  was 
issued eliahliiig tlie~ii to travel fi-or11 tlierr to Rawalpiilcli  rid Gilgit 
acco~npaiiied by a liaison officer, Lieutellant Tafferv of  tlie 1'~kistan 
Artily. The  authorities, who  wcrc not yct Aware of  tlic cconornic po- 
tential fbr encouriigi~lg f i~ re ig i  exyetiitioiis, did not have in pl'~ce arly 
suitable cidininistrative procedures to deal with tllern, and no resula- 
tions had been introclr~cccl fi)r tlic c ~ l i p l o y ~ n c ~ ~ t  of liaison officers. 
L i c ~ t c n ~ ~ ~ i t  Jaffcl-y accompa~iictl the cupcditiot~ to Minapin village, 
where he left tlieiu without i~~iplenre~i t ing  nrraugerrirrlts f;)r local 
porters, t u r ~ ~ i n g  lip two ~ilontlls later, '1 fcw days hefi,re the exprdi- 
tion was worlnd up. 

13y 1058, i ~ i t c ~ - ~ i a i i o ~ ~ ~ l  tiiouritainccrs Iia(1 t,cgun t o  dcvclop An 
increasi~lg interest in attenipting so~ric of tlle I~ighrst peaks i l l  tlie 
1<a1-akoratn, a hitherto ne~lected  fielcl. Tliat s'inie ye;ir, s e ~ e r ~ ~ l  first 



asccll ts were made, iucludi~ig Mi kc t3a1l ks' Hritisl~ tea111 oli ltakapos- 
Il i ,  a mountain situated i l l  a valley adjacent to Millapill, all Aillc~.ica~l 
party led by Nicholas Clinch 011 <;asl~erl~runl 1. a Jayanesc Kyoto 
(:lub party on (:l~ogolisa, an Austrian party 0 1 1  I laraniclsh, ancl a 
large Italian cxpedition on  Gashcrbl-urn IV Icd by I<iccardo Cassin, 
when Walter Bonatti and Carlo Mauri clinrbed the nlot~l~tain t ~ y  a 
technically difficult route that has not bee11 repeated. 

Elcvcn ycars aftcr thc dcpal-tul-c of the I3ritis11, I-clatio~ls bctwccn 
India arid Palastali were still fraught with te~lsion, and travel between 
the two countries was sul7ject to strict restrictions. 1 was fi)rtunate 
to obtain a visa without too lllucll delay, atid was pcr~llittcd to pass 
through immigration and baggage chccks at airports in l>ell~i and 
Rawalpiiidi with the ~iliiiirnuill of  fiiss, carryii~g nothing otlier t l~an  
nly rucksack and cliinbing Seal-. But two valuable weeks of nly leave 
wcre lost at Rawalpindi, iny pernlission to join thc expedition hav- 
ing bcen dclaycd by thc authorities in Karachi, presumably bccausc 
of suspicio~is arising fi-on1 111y e n t ~ y  into Pakistall via 111dia. Aircraft 
travelling from Kawalpitlcli to G i l ~ i t  were used principally as cargo 
carriers. Flights were ill-cgulal-, cloudless co~lditions bcing consid- 
ered esscutial to crlable 11C3 aircraft with a low cciling to overfly 
the relatively narrow Irldus Valley. Llespite t l~ is  precaution, accidents 
were not uillil~owii. Magnificent views of the 1101-th-west L~ce of  
Nanga Parbat were obtained during thc flight. My u~lscheduled halt 
at Rawalpindi was very fi-ustrating, and was probably an addcd red- 
son for the sad event that later brought the espeditioii to all early 
close. My  idle time tlzere was partly relieved by visits to Coloirel E 
(Buster) Goodwin. tllcii in Ilis rnid-70s. who provided tirclcss ac- 
counts of lialf a lifetime spent oil the Nol-tll West Frontier of India. 
wllere lle gained a deep insight into the manners and customs of the 
people, convcrsing wit11 thcm in tllcir o w ~ l  tonpuc. and acccptcd by 
tliem as persona grata whcrcvcr 1,e went.' 

The  fuselase of- tlre LIC3 i l l  which I travelled fi-on1 Rawalpilldi 
with three otllers was stacked with supplies of tnixed cal-so. Tbuchi i l~  
do\m on tllc sandy airstrip at Gilgit amid clouds of dust 011 23 May. a 

I A hook about liis esperie~lccs, I \ I ~  L~f i  ,411ror!p ~ l r r  IZ~Anrrs. was published p~.ivately in 
E ~ ~ g l a t ~ c i  111 1969. 



c~,lorlrfi~l scenc was provided by a parade of allnost the crltirc co~n -  
pany of  Gilgit Scol~ts assembled in ceren~onial dress wit11 a nlassed 
b,md to sC~liite their co~iimanding officer who  was waiting to board 
the aircraft on its return flight.' l had heen irivitcd by tlie I'olitical 
agent Mr. Kiyani to stay at tllc Residency, an attractive old build- 
ing witli British associ~~tions, iric-lucii~ig a well-kept ~ ~ r d e r i .  At luncli 
several of-ficials fi-o~n surrounding states were present, including tlie 
Mir of Nagar, who p c r s u d d  11ie to hire Nagar porters rather than 
n1c11 fro~ri  T I r ln~a ,  wliich scemcd rcasonablc given that tlic tiioun- 
t;iirl we hoped to clirlib was situated within the borders of  liis state. 
H e  was a likeable you~ ig  nian aged 32, who  had succeedeci liis father 
at the age o f  14. Mr. Iciyani drovc us to the Kargah Valley, where a 

trout nursery had been devrlopztl for the ber~efit of  tourists. At the 
entrance to tlie valley, high on  a donlinating clifc stood a Buddhist 
carving rcprited to he over 1,000 years old. We were told that the rare 
and clrtsivc snow leopard corlld be occasionally sighted in tliat valley 
during winter. 

The  jeep hired for iiv journey of 70km tlirough the Cilgit Valley 
to Minapin Village arrived p~lnctually ;it 8a1n the fi,llo)witig morning, 
and I set out  o n  24 May under the riaivc irnpression tliat I worlld be 
tlle only passenger on  a three- or  four-l~our drive. Shortage of petrol, 
mostly flown ill, meant that evcly vehicle ~nov ing  up or down the 
valley on tlic narrow road - only recently opcned fix vel~iclcs - car- 
ried passer~gcrs and c;lrgc> well hcyond tlic bo~itids of sat'et);. Loadcd 
on our Jeep were eigl~t  passengers and about 300kg of c.lrgo. Tlierr 
were several halts aiicl three breakdowns before tlie jeep creaked into 
tlie vi l l~gc of Minapill late tliat evening after a jo~t r~icy  of  seven and 
a hnlf't1ou1-s. 

Enterillg the rest house, a srrlall bungalow containing two un- 
furnislieci I-ooms, 1 met a scene of  undisguised glootn. EC: Marl- and 
Walter Sliarplcy, scatcd in semi-darkness, told tne that (:Ill-is I Ioytc 

' Tlle S c o ~ ~ r s  wcrc raised in 1892 by (;co~-gc C:oc-li~rill .111d FI-JIIC~S Y L I I I I I ~ I I I I S I M I ~ ~  .IS 

A Ie\ly 1i)l-cc 1111tle.r thc autllosit); oc tllr Britisl~ age.lll i l l  (;ilgit ~v l lo  csercisctl politic;~l 
control oi l l ine  s111a1l stirtes ill tllr ~.egion. '-I'l~c.ir \)rt.sellce I)l.ol~gllt LC', a11 clld the saidi~ig 
ol'trade cardvalls a l . r iv i~~g in Gilgit horn (.:cn~ral Asia, a11J LO tllc rcC~ll.l.i~ig ve~ldcttas bc- 
tween tile two 1.ivdl states n t  l I I I I ~ X ; L  J I I ~  N a ~ a r .  111 1970 all state t t t r r~~ories  in tile r.egion 
were merged \.\;it11 P~kistaii. 



and lIc111iis Kcmp were occupyii~g a tcl?lporaly ca111p above the val- 
ley with a ulodiculn of supplies. Tlle expedition hacl becn stallcd at 
the village for alrnost two and a half w e e h  owing t o  a deadlock i l l  

negotiations wit11 t11e village headmall for the hit-c of porters. l ' l~c  l i -  
aison officer, although pcrf2ctly well aware of  the party's inability to 
speak a word oftlle local laliyage, liad irresponsibly left tlle espedi- 
tion ileglectitlg his priltlaiy duties. I summoiled the I~eadlnan who 
appeared after sunset having fulf llcd his I-ituals during the Muslirn 
month of  fasting, telling him of my discussion in Gilgit witli tlie 
Mir and advising him that if our  requiretuei~t for porters was not 
~ n c t  the following day, I intended to cross over to the rival statc of 
I Iunza to hire the mcll that we rcquircd. The  threat produced an 
illlillediate response. 

O n  26 May, the entire party and all our  loads were deposited at 

3500 itietres otl a patch of  stlow beside the lower 1t1o1-aine of tlie 
Minapin Glacier, with at1 awesort~c view of our objective dotl~illatirlg 
the background. Fifty porters tiad carried loads as far as the silowli~le, 
I-efusing to go beyond. Tlle weather had deteriorated and light snow 
had b e g m  to fall while they rcccived thcii- wages, hastening down 
to their hoincs. Seven rtlcn were rctaiilcd tor ferrying loads to a base 
ca111y fiirtlier up tlie glacier. 

In fine weatller the next day, Dellllis Ketnp and 1 nloved up the 
glacier, wllich was covered with 12-15cln OK hard snow, toward 
I<acheli, a sutnmcr grazing ground filling a broad ablatioil valley still 
ulider a heavy cover of wiilter stlow which becatile our base. The 
site, sheltered hy a tall mot-aim 011 the right bank of the qlacicl; pro- 
vided a complctc view of the north face and north ridge of'Mi11api11 
Peak. Ahead, guarded by an icefall, was an upper basil1 wliich sceined 
an obvious launclling point for ail attempt on  one o r  the othel-. 

0 1 1  the first day. the trip from our dcpot camp to Kacl~eli (3750m) 
took three hours, later reduccd to two, and ever1 one hour a ~ l d  a half 
wliell ~ ~ i u c l i  of  the surface snow on the glacier 11ad tnelteci and a 
route tlln)ugh tlle crevasses had heell flaggec1. In clear weather, views 
of the six 7000-lnctre pcaks of the Batura C;l-oup. over 4Okm away 
to the north-west, were all irllpressivc sigl~t. E i ~ l ~ t c c l ~  years were to 
pass befbr' the liigliest suininit (7785111) was reacl~ed by a Germall 
expeditioii. Feriyiilg of loads continoed each day irrespective of tile 



weatlicr. a ~ l d  within orlc wcck cvcrytliing llad hccn tl-ansportcd to 
base carrip. 

During t h ~ t  period tllere was a good deal of activity at and above 
base. An undergound food s t c ~ c  was constl-uctcd in tlie snow a mc- 
tl-e and a Iialf 'd~t~p, a covcrcd kitchen was prcpa~-cd, and, at n suitable 
distance, a deep hole was dug t'or use as a l a t r i ~ ~ e .  A route througli 
the icefall was prepared and flag~ecl, opening the way to the upper 
basiri whcl-c (:amp I was placed at 4500 ttlctrcs, situated near tlie 
base of a mou~itain tliat wc callctl Srlow l )on~c  (Surnay,~r, 5040111). 
T\vo atterripts were made to cli~rlb it in order to study tlle respective 
nierits of'tlie fBce and ridge routes on  Minapin. From about lialfivay 
up Sutnayar, a unani~nous choice was made to attempt thc north 
hce  of Minapill, whicll would give access to tlle west ridge of  the 
~ncluntain leading to the summit. 

While ferrying loads between base and (:a~np 1 we adopted a 
schcdulc of alpine starts at ?am, taking ~ d v a n t ~ ~ g c  of  i-rozeti condi- 
tions or1 the glacier and reacl~ing tlie upper basin when the sun's 
first rays toucliecl the top of liakaposhi, whose east ridge, decorated 
h r  much of its 12km length by delicate ice fluting, connects witli 
the west ridgc of  Minapin. The  ridgc, whicli has riot bceri clirnbcd, 
poses a cllallerige to a riew geileratioll of'extrerrie icc clinibers. The 
brief, spellbindillg ~nornerits a t  sunrise, wllen the su~ntn i t  of l<ak'~- 
poshi was torlched with gold and thc twilight shadowing the sccric 
below was suddcnly Roadcd witli thc bright colours of  a new day, 
produced i n ~ g e s  of i~ieftible he'~uty. ?'he rourld trip back to base 
occupied about six hours,  voiding the soft snow of 111id-~norning. 
1)a)rtimc temperatures in the suti at hase usually cxcccded 40°(:, 
dl-oppitig bclow 0°C at night. Skiing provided an occasio~ial divcr- 
sic11l OII  tlie slopt~s al,ove; J was 1riuc11 less skilfiil than tlie otlit-I-s, arid 
during a f i l l  I ma~i:~grd to bruise my coccyx after an encounter wit11 
a PI-otr~iciing rock -  bout which rnorc later. 

With b u r  tents placed at C'11l1p 1 and fi-esli supplies rrcnclli~lg bdse 
evei-y day, we felt that we could at last get to grips with Min'~pin, 
making xi initinl venture OII 1 1 June lip tlie north fjcc. Setting oa t  a t  

jattl, I Ioytc c ~ ~ i d  J cliliitlcd c~s i ly  up ~i iodcr~ te ly  S C C C ~  slopes ot'liard 
s~iow, tilki~ig .thorit tive llours i nc lud i~~g  ;I t,rcCil;f;~st 11nlt to reacli 'I 

point dl~nost Ilalfway up. Al>ovtt us was a slopi~ig crevasse, over two 



~ ~ l e t r c s  widc in the ccrltral 13a1-t o f t he  face, wl~ich s c c ~ ~ l c d  c l i ~ ~ ~ t ~ a b l c  
with the aid of a ladder. Not  Lir to the right was all icc c l i f l 'u~~dcr  
the shelter of which we put up a tent. A disturbed night WAS spe~lt  
thcrc owing to alarnling creaking and dripping nrliscs fi-or11 above. 
Abandoning the pl-ctcnce tllat tllc sitc was saf:, wc had I I ~  dil~iculty 
in convincing the others on  our retlirri to C a ~ l l p  I that tllc only safe 
shelter on  the exposecl Gce would be all ice cave. 

1)uring the 11cs~ three days, with the joint effiorts OF the wl~olc  
party, a cave was dug at 5100 metres a t ~ d  stcjcked witli rations f i ~ r  five 
days. T h e  climb to it from Camp 1 averaged about three hours a ~ i d  
the descent, through the soft a f t c rnoo~~  s~low, took a11 hour and a Ilalt: 
Frotn it thcrc werc magtlifi cent views to thc 11orth and the wcst, a ~ l d  
of the narrow willding course of the glacier below. Directly facitig us 
was the inviting south fice of  Sun~ayar Peak. A weatlier change set 
in on  the first afternoon that the cave was occupied. After two ~ligllts 
and one day cavcbouud, tllostly spent shovelling away r l~ount i l~g Iay- 
ers of new snow that tl~reateiied to block the entrance, Hoyte and I 
desce~lded to Camp I. Continuous snowfiall fix the next four days 
stalled furthcr progress. O f  the fimr porters who rc~nai~lcd  with us, 
only two corlld be pcrsuadcd to carry loads above Catrlp 1 after hcing 
given basic instructiolls in the use of a rope and an ice a x .  

The  twenty-seco~id of  June. sadly nly last ddy with the expedi- 
tion, was brill ia~~tly clear. 1)cnnis l<emp and I left (:anlp 1 at 3am 
il l  a tct~lperatt'~rc of -lO°C, easily cra~nponing up  the ~ ~ O Z C I I  45-dc- 
gree slopes on  tlie soutll fiice of Stinlayar. Shortly after sulirise, after 
three haul-s of  ascent, we reached a p ro~n ine~ l t  col (c.5350111) a i d  
WCI-e grectecl by a boundless panoranla of u111lamcd and ~lncl i~nhcd 
n~ouiitaitls sharply outli~ieci in the clear at~nospllere filli~lg the 110- 

rizon from ~lorth-east to north-west. We halted there f i ~ r  bl-eakfkt, 
and to rcstorc the circulation to our f i~ l~c l - s  and toes. Tllc f 11al 300 
lnctres to tlle sutllr~lit, ~311 a brc,xkablc crust. took an I~our.  A morc 
composite view o f  Millapin was available f r o ~ r ~  there. A close ex- 
amination of the north ridge revealed relatively easy slopes lower 
d o w ~ ~ ,  turning stcepcr and COI-oiccd, ti~llowcd by a rock scction and a 
progrcssivc ilnrrowing of  thc ridge, whicll fell shal-ply to tlle Silkiang 
glacier in tlle rlortll-east. The  s u ~ l l ~ n i t  area ofMitlapi11 co~lsisted of 
a broad sllow plateau with the 1ligI:hest point at its south-raster11 end. 



01ir  decision to h l l ow  the ~lort l i  face I~ad bee11 wise. We were ablc 
to distingllisli a see-orld crevasse, llighcr up 011 the fhce beyo~id tlle 
first, above (:amp 3. As well as wliat looked like a steep ice slope 
pnwiding an exit from tlie north face to tlic west ridge. Kcmp and I 
spcnt almost an l lo~ir  on top ofSurnayir hefo~-c rctiirning to tlie ml. 
The  descent from there provicled unexpected excite~nent. There 
had heen a substa~ltial change in the snow conditions of tlie early 
morning and wc discovered that the firm snow up which we had 
cr~lmyoned had now t ~ ~ r n c d  into a slushy tiiass overlying hard ice. 
Moving singly for about a dozen rope len~<hs,  we decided, unwisely, 
to cast off tlie rope and glissatie down the rest. Unable to adopt a sit- 
ting positio~i owing to tlie painful injury to Iny coccyx, I was fiwced 
into an u~inatur,tl posture on the steep slope resulting in loss o f co~ l -  
tl-01. I nla~iaged to clieck my slide after h u t  150 metres; a wor- 
ried Kelnp poised above soon joined m c  to discover wi tli relief that 
I liad suffcrcd no  da~iiage. Tlicreaf-tcr descending Inore cautiously, 
we reacliecl tlie bottorti of the fice in about an hour, returning to 
C:dmp 1 at 3pm. We learnt fronz Hoyte and Sharplcy, who  liad just 
dcsce~ltlcd fiotn the north face of Minapin, that in spite of digging 
into deep snow for two hours, they wcrc 11nablc to find the ice cavc 
at Calnp 2. 

Tlltt next d ~ y ,  effbrts to find the cave succeeded. Above it, tlie 
lower anel iippcr crevasses on the face were bridged with a caving 
laddcl; and on 23 Junc, E(: Wars and C:l~~-is I Ioytc reached thc west 
ridge, p lx ing  Canlp 3 slightly below tlie crest a t  5830 metres. The 
final GO-metre climb to the crest was very steep ancl bucket steps 
were cut into a s~~hst ra t i im of  compacted snow covcrcd by o ~ l c  me- 
tre of powder. Tlic day heforc, with dccp I.cgret, 1 had to lcavc WClrr, 
Moyte, Kernp, ancl Sharpley, supported by  only two Nab, ~ A I  - c 3c)rters; 
the two others who llad declined to c:rrry loads to C.?mp 2 were paid 
off and were cagcr to descend wit11 nic. The  li'liso~l ofticcr, wllo I~nd 
just returneel, re~nairied at Carny 1. 

13ad weClther between 25 Tune and 3 July Iirld up filrther progress. 
O n  SJuly, Warr and 1 Ioytc returned to (:snip 3 and opcncd a routc 
fionl tllcrc to a site for Camp 4 on t l ~ c  west ridge a t  6550 inrtrcs. 
The  fhllowi~ig d ~ y ,  joined by Ke111p a ~ i c l  Sliarpley, al l  fi)ur ~ ~ l o v c d  
up  to Camp I c'lrrying stores and a tent, the latter nvo returnills to 



Camp 3. Tlicre wcrc signs of  had wcatllcr approaching tliat cvctiit~g 
with fla~iling siillset colours. O n  7 July, Warr ancl I Iuyte set out f i o t i l  

Camp 4 T o t  the sunitnit, while Ikn lp  and Slut-yley carried further 
supplics from (:amp 3 to 4 facing vrry windy co~lditiolls. Aftcr cook- 
ills a meal tllcre thcy bcgati to dcsce~lri to Catlip 3. At about 10.30atn 
they saw Warr and Hoyte high on  the broad slopes helow tlie tlo~llcd 
top leadins to the suill~llit p l~ t r au ,  evidently still movirig up. I h l f  
an hour later clouds descended over thc su~rlrrlit area, whicli was 
not visible again until the evellirlg. Assu~iling that tlley had clcyarted 
fro111 Camp 4 at 7am, it had taken Warr and 1 Ioyte over tllret. hours 
to cl iml~ about 4.50 metres; a relatively slow ratc of asccnt probably 
owitlg to the unaccusto~ncd effects of altitudc. A cal~n,  sunny Inorn- 
ills followecl, ant1 w h e ~ i  tlie two support clirnbers retur~led to Catrip 
4 at midclay, they f w n d  that the tent had not been occupied. The 
upper part of  the mo~intain was scanned h r  ally sign of nlovenlcnt; 
there was none. The  fine weatlicr colltiriued, and they h~llowcd t l ~ c  
upward tracks of  the su~l l~r i i t  pair or1 that dav 2nd the next, but it  

b eca~~ ie  obvious that the absence of the two c1imbe1-s coiild not be 
cxl~laincd by an unscl~edulcd bivouac I~igher up. 

Wtthout facilities that are now comlnonplacc, such as ~rlobilc 
telepholles and a helicopter rescue service, K e ~ n p  and Sharpley had 

\ no option but to wind up the expedition. 
Ten years latcl-, Minapin l'eak- OI- llira~z. to quotc its local nanlc - 

was first clitnbcd (or ~ n i ~ h t  it tlnve bccn a second ascctlt?) by n paror 
of three Austria11 clinibers led by Iiaililes Scllell. wllo placed tlleir 
final camp at al~liost the sanie site as the 1958 Cailly 4. A Jap~rlese 
party followed thc same route in 1976, and a third ascent was ~nade  
ir i  1979 by Sparlisli cli~nbers, oile of-whorrl failed to reti11-11. By the 
1980s Diran had become a fairly p o p u l ~ r  ~ ~ l o u ~ l t a i ~ l  fix stnall par- 
tics, and several subscclucnt ascents wcrc madc. including one hy thc 
north ridgc. Thrcc Katal accidents wcrc recorded. 

Any claim that Warr and Hoyte reacllecl the actual top of Mi- 
napin before their Jisappcannce would he co~~jectural .  UascJ ~lpo11 
the facts, they wcrc last sccn by l(enlp and Sharplcy at a hcigllt of 

3 
O n  24 June. one day b e h e  a long spell of bad weather hit tlie whole region. two Brit- 

ish slimhers. Mike Banks a ~ ~ d  TOIII Pate): reached tlie suninlit ot ' t l~e 1lcigllbou1-ing peak 
of Rakaposlli. 



apl~roxirnatcly 7000 illetrcs, asct~t~rlirg the slopcs toward the domed 

edYe L of t l i ~  s t ~ ~ ~ l ~ l l i t  p l a t e ~ ~ i .  111 good co~ldi t io~ls  tliey m'oilld have 
required ahout two I ~ o r ~ r s  to rec~cll the liigllest point n t  the f i r  south- 
eastern end, havi~ig to navigatc across the hro'd plc~tcau leading to it 
in ~inhriowii srlow conditions. I Talf ail hour after t l~ey  were siglltcd, 
tlie upper part of'tlir ino~ln ta i~ l  was obscured by cloud for tlie re- 
maincler of the day, inclicating stormy conditions ill the surnn~i t  area. 
Rcforc tlie storrn struck they would have reached the plateau. From 
there, disoriented in a whiteout, t l ~ey  woulci have ellcountered the 
steep ice slopes that fill southwarci to the Uagrot Glacier over 1300 
metres I,clow, or cclually stecp slopes to the north-east, f~ l l ing  to the 
Silkiarlg Glacier. A s ~ ~ b s e q n c n t  discovery plovidcs evidence that the 
storm drove tlierrl off the plateau to the soutll. 

Thirty-eight years after their disappearance, on  24 July, 1996, two 
~ncmbcl-s of a ]apancsc cycdit ion,  I1 lwasaki and M Suzuki, tnadc 
the first ascent of IXI-an from the south. with a basc c;lrnp on the 
fingrot Glacier. Setti~ig out at 6211-1 fi-on1 a canip placed an  the west 
ridge of Diran at 6350 metres, they reaclled the higllest point a t  2pn1. 
1)ni-ing thcir descent, at approxiinately 68.50 rnctl-cs on  the stecp 
soutllcrn slopes, they discovcl-cd an old ice a ~ c  prntrucli~lg from the 
frozen surt:tce, wliicti tlley dug out d i ~ c l  took hack to Jdpar~. Shigeharu 
Inouye, a 11011-cliinbing nleniber of  the J,~p'lnese party, after a pains- 
taking search lasting over two years, st~ccccdcd in tracing E(: Warr's 
tlai~gllter. O n  20 August, 1999, a ccrctliot~y was held at the Alpine 
Club in London, attended by n~enlbers of'wirr's , ~ n d  ZIopte's h i -  
lies and friends, at which the ice axe, idcntificd as having belonged 
to Warr, was prcsentcd hp Mr. I t l o ~ ~ y c  to his dC~uglltcr A11n Andcr- 
son. From n pliotograph collectior~ now in the possession of' Dennis 
Ikmp's  ilepllews John and Ian, a slide sllow of the 1958 csyedition 
was prexntcd, t o  wl~ich  I addcd A live commcntal-y, hllowed hy pic- 
tures taken i i i  1906 by tlie two Japancsc sumn~itcrs  who described 
tlie southern slopes of  Dira~i  '1s aver;lgi~ig SO clrgrees, ~ r ev~~sse t l ,  'xrld 
dangerously exposed to falls of ice and rock. It is clear froin the posi- 
tion in which tlie ice axe was f i~und  that E(: WA~-r arld <:111-is I J o y - t ~  

were driven offthe stlrnn~it plC~tcar~ to tllc south, w l~c rc  tlicy cncorln- 
tered tile treacheroirs ice slopes ahove the Ragrot C;lacier. They are 
likely to have hern roped, hut if one of thcin slipped it woulcl 11'1ve 



heen vcry difficult, if not inlpossihlc, ii)r tllc other t o  sccurc the fall. 
EC Warr seen~ed to porscss a butldle of built-ill ellcl-sy, t t r r ~ d i ~ l ~  t o  

push llimself too hard. He was unwt.11 611- a while, havi11~ t o  descend 
to a lowcr lcvcl fbr a I~ricf rest. Owing to his l i i g l ~ l y - s t r u ~ ~ ~  naturc 
T seldom saw him rcally rclased. I t  is possihlc that Ilc ~ i l i g l~ t  have 
had altitude p rob l e~ i~s  on tlie tir~al climb. Chris I Inyte WAS a sou~ld  
climber, physically tough, congenial to everyone, aiid could always 
be counted u p o ~ l  in difficult collditions. I lc~lnis  Kc~llp was clearly 
in his elelne~it on  the esyeditioii. I-le was a good clilr~be~. a11d was 
deeply attached to the mountains; personal a~ntlition, or a craving 
for glory, played n o  part in his ~notivatiun. All thc hcst expedition 
photographs wcre taken by him. Waltcr Sharplcy's preselicc in thc 
party was a l l  asset. It was he who Izandled quietly and corr~petcntly 
many of the tasks and duties that inevitably arise on  ttxpcditions. The 
Nagar porters did thcir bcst. If they wcrc faint-hearted, thcy ncv- 
cr causcd ally trouble, nor was there any pilti-rase tro111 cs~~edi t iou  
stores. Their i tar of  approaching the ~lort l l  h ce  of the 111outitnir1 was 
real, but inight have been overcolne if we had been able to provide 
them with hill cl i~nbing Scar. 

For myself i t  was a deep disappointment to have had to lcnvc t l ~ c  
party at a critical stage, resulting fi-or11 tlie two frustratir~g wrecks of 
delay at Kawalpindi. My first news of  tlle disaster cmle fi-0111 J news- 
paper report three weeks after it had occul-I-cd. If Warr and I Ioyte 
had l~ecdcd thc signs of  approacl~ing had wcatl~cr on tllc cve o t  tl~cir 
clinlh, delayi~lg their start by one day. they wol~ ld  have benefitted 
from two days of fine weather that fcbllowed. B ~ s e d  on tllc perfilr- 
rtlalwc of the Japanese i l l  1996. who required cight 1loul.i tc) reach 
tlie sunlnlit froiri their last calllp situated on the soutl1e1-11 side 201) 
metres lower than the 1958 Calnp 4, they would have required ten 
or  elcvc~l hours to complctc thc climb to the s u ~ n ~ r l i t  and return to 
Camp 4. N o  mctcorologic-al inf'or~ilation was available t o  tllc cspcdi- 
tion. Wlietlier or not tliey reacl~ed t l ~ e  suirlinit of Dil-an. Warr and 
Hoyte pioneered a route that opened tlle way f i l l -  others. 



Scarcely a year and a half l i ~ d  passed since I had taken up  a post in 
tlic Punjab plains' of Pakistan, whcrc a vast nenvork of  canals, con- 
ceived by the RI-itisll in the 1 8C)Os, succeeded in converting a former 
desert into a rich agricultural belt producing crops of  wheat, cotton, 
corn, and mustard. T h c  clinlatc provides a colnbination of extrcn~c 
sulnnler heat and cold winters. Iri April 1962 1 faced the discoinfort- 
i n s  thought of having to spend a second sumrner i l l  the plains, with 
daytime temperatul-es rising to 4H0(: and sc ldo~n Kdling below 28°C: 
at rligllt. Siricc a spell ofsurnrncr lcavc was pel-n~ittcd, i t  secrncd wise 
to spend a k w  weeks in the llills. 

O n  a visit to Pt'shawar early in May 1062, I was introcluced to 
Miangul Aurangzcb, thc son and hcir-apparcnt (Waliahad) to tlie 
ruler (IVali) of t l ~ e  independent State of S w ~ t ,  w h o  was stiortly to be 
nlarried to the daughter of Palastan's I'resident General Ayub Iaari .  
T h e  Waliahad had been a pupil at tlie Doon School i l l  Dehra Dun,  
and spoke with warm regard aho~i t  his h r rnc r  English nlasters, 1ZL 
I Ioldsworth, John Martyn, and Jack C;ibsor~. I Tc had invited tl~etii 
in 1940 to visit tiis state when they made tlle first ascerlt of  Mankial 
(57251n), helieved at the time to he its liigllest mountai~l .  Swnt h ~ d  
been lxactically untouclicd by tolrrisln, but it scelncd that c1la1igt.s 
might bc on tlic way attcr <I pl-oposal was p11t fotwa~-d by Austria 
to syorisor the clevcloyrrie~it of  ,I s h  resort in a l l  are,i west of the 
capital of' Saictu Sharif T h e  gestation period for such schemes be- 
ing Icngthy, scvcral ycal-s wcrc to pass 11cfij1-c thc plan I-cached fi-ui- 
tion. Me~nwli i le ,  ently was restricted to the nortller~l rcsior~s of tlie 
state. M y  discussion with the Walialiad proved ti-llitfiil. 1 w ~ s  eager 
to sp11d two or three wccks c.xplorit~g the ~nonntdins ~iortli-cast of 
the Swat Valley, linvir~g been i l l  t o r ~ c l ~  wit11 I , icu tcn~~l t  FIE Mills, 

' Panch-211 = tive rivers. 



who had glal~ccd at thc area in 1961 atld snggcstcd the possil~le cxis- 
tencc of  a peak llidlcr tllall Ma~llual. I had heen in t o ~ ~ c l l  with J i ~ ~ l l ~ l y  
Mills, then serving at the Army StafTCollege in Qi~et ta .  I Ie Ilad Icd 
a joint l'ak-Uritisll expedition t o  Kunyang (:llish in 1062, whcn he 
a l ~ d  his colnparlion (.:aptail1 MIXF Jollcs wcrc killed hy an avalar~cllc 
on the soutll ridge of  the mountain. I lis influence provided a strong 
st i~l~i i lus to  the growth of  interest in mountaineering by yoi111g Arn~y  
officcrs in I'akista~l. Thc  plans that I outlitled to tllc Waliallad wcrc 
acccptable to Ilirn. 'If' you would like to cortie you would be wel- 
come,' he said. 'But since yourjourlley would recluil-e entry illto the 
tribal areas, you would need to be accornpatlicd by all arriled cscort, 
which we shall provide.' T discovered later the rcaso~l tor  Ilis warn- 
ing. A Scottish couple, attaclied to a Christian 1llissio11 i l l  Milltall, 
had been attacked not long beb re  by tribesnlen while calllpillg in a 
forest ~ lo r th  o f  the capital. The  Wali visited the spot withi11 24 hours, 
extracted a confession fi-otn the culpl-its wllo were thcn punislicd, 
and conlpensated the victirrls for the theft of  their property. The  op- 
portunity to explore a new ~nounta in  area overcalne ally discluiet that 
1 might Ilavc felt about my pcrso~lal safety. No Inap of  the rcgion 
sce~ncd to bc available. This was not utlusual because oKthc sensitive 
attitude i l l  official circles about disclos~ire to foreigners of infortr~a- 
tion collcernillg their frontier areas. 

111 the early 19GOs, thc population of Swat was ahout half a  nil- 
lion, co~nposcd mainly of ~usufzai , '  and of nliucd Kohistani and Af- 
ghan tribes. TheYusufiai were amoils tllc first of the Patllall tribes to 
have had contact with the British in 1845, and several of  the~l l  were 
rccruitcd whctl the Corps of-Guides was fortncd by tllc East India 
Company. 

The  waters of the Swat River are [ed by the junctiotl of hvo small 
rivcl-s at Kalam. thc priucipal v i l la~c  in the uppcl- vallcy, w11icl1 dc- 
sccild t-rom glaciers flowing h ~ n  ~nountaill groups furtllet- north. 
Chitral alld the lrloutltai~ls of-the I i indu Kush lie on tlie nor-th-west 
borders of Swat, wit11 Gilgit to thc ~iorth-east and i<agllan to the 
south-east. l3elow the capital town of Saidu Shal-if. thc vallcy hroad- 
clis illto fertile plains through whicll flow tllc clear waters of the 
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rivcl; providing ideal conditions for tllc cultivation of food crops 
iliclutling i~laize, wlimt, rice, a11c1 a variety of  fruit and veget;lbles, 

is largely in tlie hands olsmallholders using prin~itive f~rnm- 
ing mcthocls. I11 1063, tool-ists werc c ~ r r c ~ n c l y  rare in the region. 
The  l~pper  and lowci- sections o f  tlic valley present contrastitlg gco- 
q rap l~ i~a l  and climatic h'~tures.  The  people appeared to be llealtl~y 
C 

~ n d  clieerftil. 13ut it was not always so. 
The  early liistcwy of Swat is filled with I-cligious and political 

wars. Tts peoplc werc c~igaged i11 a dccisivc battle in 327RC, wlicr~ 
they sl~ccessfully resisted tlie irivading arn~ies  of Alexailder tlie Great 
at Uarikot in the plains 1.5kin south-west of Saidu SliariE Early Chi- 
nese writings reveal that the area was the cradle of  Uuddhis~n, which 
flo~irislied between the 4th arid 8th centuries AD, wlleri the COLIII- 

ti-y was known AS Odyana, meaning Gal-den hi-klclntl.' T h e  Modlul  
invasion in the early 10th century led to the rise of  Islam. Tlie oc- 
cupation of Swat by thcY~is r~ha i  did not occur until latc in tlie 16th 
centuiy, iollowirig which the territory was torn by ceiituries of law- 
lessness owing to feuds and bloodslied between tribes and clans. Tlie 
filundcr of tlic Miangril fa~nily, hcrcdita~y I-ulcrs of Swat, was known 
as the clkhlltid (religious teacher). As a yoring rncJri ill  thc 1830s, hc 
marsh,~lled l ~ i s  foll(.~wers to resist British territorial adva~ices. Later, 
using his consicierable influence to discourage inter-tribal vendettas, 
raids, and robberies, hc was respotisiblc. for introducing an era of 
p c ~ c c  aiid ~ ~ i i d c r s t ~ ~ ~ i d i n g ;  he died in 1877. 1 Tis grandson, Miangul 
Glil S l ~ , ~ h z , l d ~ ,  havi~ig succeedecl in c~c.liievirig political co11esio11 be- 
tween the tribes, created the rnodei-11 State of Swat ill 1917, which 
lie rulcri for 30 ycnrs as a bcnc.volcnt autocrat hringitig about peace, 
security, and prcogrcss. T Ie Iiandcd over power in 1038 to llis son 
Mia~ lg i l  Jelianzet) Khan, wlio coritiriued the tratlition of personal 
rule, exercising suprelne authority cnler his subjects. and virttlally 
eliminating tyr,~nny, crimc, anti povcrty in thc s t ~ t c .  

With entry into S w ~ t  and Kollistau assurt.d, rliy preparations l)r- 
gall to 011 into place. U n ~ l ) l e  at short i~otice to find a companion, I 

3 Evidclicc of t l i i~ t  pcl.iocl 11;)s relilni~lc~l sc.)ttc~-cd over tllc rcgio~i i l l  tlic f i ) ~ - ~ n  oik3uddliist 
statucs aiitl ~noliul-rie~iis. S ~ d l y ,  clul-i~~g tlic ~ A S L  dec-atlc I I I ; I I ~ ~  Ii;ivc 5i11cc ~ I C C I I  d;1111;1gccl 
01. destroyecl hy K ~ ~ i ~ t i c ~ l  l .~ l ig i ( - )~~s  C I C ~ I ~ C I I ~ S  i l ~ f i l t l . ~ t i ~ ~ g  1Yo111 Afgli .~~ii?r~a~i \\,liere sili~ilar 
dcstrrlctio~i lids t ~ k c t i  pI;1ce. 



based my plans ~ I I  a solitary j o i ~ m c y  of  three weeks starting in rnid- 
August. While food sucli as porrirlgc, ~ r ~ i l k  powder, tea, sugar, soup, 
a i d  chocolate were purchased heii)l-e Jepal-tiire, 1 coulltcd OII oh- 
taining local supplies of  potatoes, flour. and eggs. 

AKtcr a hot arld slccplcss ovc r~~ igh t  railway journey fi.orn Lallorc, 
I fc~urld rnyself disen~barki~ig at dawn at tlie sinall tcrnli~liis of  Now- 
shera, 30km east of I'eshawar. Ou the opposite ylatfimn was train 
waiting on a narrow-gai~gc line ready t o  depart, but s c c ~ n i ~ l g  in 11o 

Iiurry to d o  so. I11 the tilllness of tiine, it begall to 111ove out leisurely 
on a slow three-hour joiir~ley to its terininus at Darg'li, 7 5 h n  away 
to the north. In the chaos that hllowcd its arrival there, I joi~lcd the 
hordes of  passengers who  rushed to the bus stand to secure scats for 
the road journey via Malakand to Saidu Sharif: I iow a c c o ~ ~ ~ r r ~ o d a t i o i ~  
was f i~und  for the throngs of people and bag%?%" in the two huses 
that were available rcmains orlc o f  the ctt'rtlal ~nystcrics of thc cast. 1 
was rclieved that t11e driver o f  rny bus courteously oCfcrcd ~r lc  a seat 
beside his own. No t  a shop nor a village was passed oil tllc jouriley 
without halting filr the convenience of  passrngers. The  lush gi-ern of 
the fields along the valley providcd evidence of  t l ~ c  abundant water 
supply, and thc wayside stalls tccrrled with freshly picked ti-uit i l l -  

cludiilg apples, peaches, pears, raspberries, and grapes. Lolls averiues 
of poplars a i d  Australian blue gums (eucalyptus si~rinlondii) that 
lined sections of  thc route were a refreshing sight. 

At Saidu Sharif (960111) I spent a night at the s tate-ow~~cd Swat 
Hotel. There, i11 a clean, si~riply funlislled roorri, I was able to recov- 
er sollie of n ~ y  lust sleep, and at 7.30ain the nest morning I stepped 
outside into the orderly tow11 which sec~ncd a havc~l of calln. 1 Iiriug 
a private taxi to a~coniiliodate ~rlyself a ~ i d  my baggage, I was soon on 
111y way to Iblai11 (2057111), 105km up the valley The beauty of the 
forests was one oKthc rnain features of  the jour~lcy 011 a surfaced road 
alt~lost devoid of traffic. About haltiva); up. at thc village of Bahrai~l. 
I stopped to discuss ar r .u l~c~~lr t l t s  for porters wit11 the sub-divisio~ial 
officer of the district who dwelt in \\.hat resembled '1 Swiss rnountain 
chnlct with a view of thc snowy suminit of Mankial visihlc in the 
1101-tll-cast. I ic was cxpccting me and tclcphotlcd to Kalanl to ~lotify 
the local autllorities of tny arriv;ll, ' ~ s s l i r i~~g  tile that tl1e1-e wollld be 
110 difficulty ill eilgagi~lf: porters a i d  a11 anned escort for inyjounley 



Or] lily departure, tic handed rile a bag of apples ti-cslily picked fi.om 
his orchard. 

Situated o n  a grdssy plain 150 metres above tlie river and the 
villaqe of Kdlam stood two timbered bungalo~vs, i l l  one OF wliicli 
I spent a nigllt. Fro112 it there was a vicw of Swat's liiglicst pcak, 
Falak Set- (.5917rri), fi-anled between i n t e~ven i~ ig  ridges; nearer at 
I~anci rose a series of heavily forested hills topped with rocky sum- 
mits. The  unspoilt alpine setting fillfilled tlic desire that I had long 
felt to bc back i l l  the nior~nt'~itis. Two stnall buildings, a dispensary, 
arid a scliool were tlie orily other constructions that occupied tlie 
far end of  the gr'issy plain. 1 was fi)rtunate to have experienced 
the isolation and charm of this picturcscluc spot. Five years later it 
was fi1lt.d witli a cluster of dwellings and ancillary facilities for the 
benefit of tourists. 

Six nicti turned up  the next ~nort i ing i t i t rod~~cing themselves as 
my porters. T l ~ c y  wcrc uriifc3r1nly dressed i l l  loose grey shirts and 
baggy trousers, wearing tlie crowned woollen hats of'tlie region witli 
their feet shod in stout leather sandC~ls soled with old tyre rubber. 
Sorting out the loads bchvccn thc~nsclves, they ~i~arc l ied  off to  Mat- 
iltati, one of them, to tny srirprise, car~ying a wooden box of fbod 
weigllil~g 4Okg. I accepted a jeep ricle ocferecl by a l l  Arnly cc)loriel 
horn I'esliawar and travelled witli hini 011 a narrow roacl through 
mag~~ificcnt  cedar fi)rcsts which tcrininated outside Matiltari village, 
where a sr~iall fbrt l i o ~ ~ s c d  'I dctach~netit of 36 ~nilitia~ncn.' A couple 
of liours were spent at the hrt wllile lrly porters, all niilitiarrlen, pre- 
pared rntions for their journey. The  nrbctlrrr (sergeant in command) 
provided a ~ncal ,  accompanied by c.xccssively Io11d radio tnusic, and I 
fb1111d rr~ysclf providiiig t l ~ c  niajor p'lrt o f  the s n ~ ~ l l l  village with a ft3- 
cus of'i~iterest. Beyond the surro~ilic.li~ig ficltls anti walriut trees was 
a challenging vicw of the twin 13atin p c ~ k s .  130th had bccn climhcd; 
thc south pcak (57OOtii) i r ~  19.57 hy (3 1 Tyndale-'t<iscoc, all A~rstra- 
lian scliool~iiaster, ~ n d  t l ~ e  ~iort l i  peak (54851-n) i l l  19SH by tlie Aus- 
trian mout~taiiieer Wolfgang Stehn,  returning from liis successful 
expedition that year to llistaghil S;u- (7884~1). 

.I Every able-bodied Yt~stiKzni Itlall was reqllired io tillfill a co~npulso~.y ~lel.iod o i  five 
years selvice will1 intelvals of  leave evel-y tliree 111o11rl1s. 
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My party, conlprising an armed cscort, six yortcrs, two Icgs of 
niutton, and two cl~icke~ls ,  set out f r o ~ n  Matiltan fort i t  lptn 011 15 
August. O u r  first camp was placed in a pastoral scttinq or1 a n ~ c ~ ~ c l o w  
near the j u~~c t i on  of tllc Ushu and I'aloga strea~ns with a lakc ~ i c a r l , ~  
cilcloscd by forested hills i l l  the cast. Tllc Yusuf'zai ~~~ i l i t i a r l i c i~  wcrc 
corlditioaed by their tllilita~y traiili~lg to cainping out. a ~ l d  to priva- 
tion a i d  cold during theii- long aiid severe winters. Tlley wcrc chccr- 
ful, willing, siinplc, and eager to fulfill any duties around tllc cainp. 
That eveili~ig, gatherecl round a log fire, they wcre i l l  Iligll spirits, 
siilging inerrily like a buncll of boys on  a scllool outing. My cscort, 
Mohmand Sadiq, a taciturn young nlan, was v c ~ y  attciltivc - some- 
tinics crnbarrassirlgly so. I Ic never let tile or his rifle out of his sight, 
sleeping with the latter under his body outside 111); tent cloor. 

Althougl~ the search fbr Jiininy Mills' high peak was my mdin 
objective, I felt in  wed of  a11 initial period daccli~natisatioil, wllich 
would fit i t 1  with irly cui-iosity to take a look at the approacl~cs 
to Falak Ser, first cli~llbed by Ty~ldale-Biscoe in 1957 and not at- 

5 tempted since. Following the Ushu sti-eain on a pathway windiilg 
through rich co~lifcr forests fi)r about nine kilon~cti-c\, wrc 11i.aiicI1~ J 
cast to ctltcr thc Falak Scr valley, wllcrc thc path s t ccpc~~cd  arld 
the coliifers gradually gave way to birches d i ~ r ~ i ~ i i s h i ~ i g  i l l  size as 
we pi i led  height." A few sliephercls were see~l ,  but there were 110 

tracks beyond the trcclinc. Following tllc river along old inoi-ainc, 
wc reached a good carnpsite at 3500 nletres by mid-aftcruoon, fi.01~1 

where two illen returned to Matiltall. 
Accompanied by Sadiq early the next ~ilorning. 1 moved up the 

t~arrowing valley, rounding a sci-ics of' cliffs t l ~ t  had blocked our 
view of the Falak Srr  glacier. Followiiig the illorai~le we cliir~bed 
past the riglrt bank of the glacier and rcached the nCv6 above, with 
Falak Scr in full view allcad. The  ncwth ridge, which scemed the 
obvious asccnt route. was acccssiblc across a broad strctcll of Ilcav- 
ily c-rrvassed glacier. Siilce there ~ m s  little s ~ l o w  cover oil the ice. we 

5 Two fi~rtller ascel~ts were made in 1968 and lCVf9. 

( 8  

I t  is believed that tile birch w ; ~  anlong the earliest c.)f trees to enierge a t  tile end of 
the (ireat Ice Age, ; I I ~  c.lwarf birclles relilain today as the last to tlourisl~ at tllr fr~ot of 
glaiicrs. 



fol117d a safe passcage through tlic crevdsses, cria1.rling us within two 
hours to reacl~ a relatively level portion of'the upper glncirr, wl~ich 
seenled ideal as a cCimpsite and provided access to a snow rib that 
led to the north ridge of Falak Scl-. T l ~ c  ascent, although certainly 
k~sil.rlc, wor~ld nccd more t i ~ n c  t h ~ t l  I ]lad bargained fix, but I~aving 
got thlis far I decided to return to the site with a tent arid give it a try. 
Sadiq seemed to be a natur'il climber, hl lowing me faultlessly and 
showing n o  sign of concern on thc glacier. 1)riring a 131-icf halt on  our 
descent in a colourtirl ablation valley covered with a prof~ision of 
polygo~iurii, gentian, potetitilla, ancl saxifrage, Sadiq enquired what 
really clrove me to faraway places. I-le seerned to find it hard to ac- 
cept that pecuniary gain was not the real reason. 

Setting out  oil a fine n~ornirig with two Inen can-ying food and 
gear, A tent was placed on the upper Fal;tk Ser gl'icier. O u r  al-rival co- 
incided with the appc'irancc of  dark clorids Iicralding storiny cvcath- 
cr. Rrewing tea for the two men who wcrc preparing to descend, 
I c;tutioiied tlle111 to follow closely our ripward tracks on the gla- 
cier. They were scarcely out of sight when snow began to fill. O u r  
reconnaissance that aftcl-~iooii towarc1 the snow rib was clearly oft 
atid Sadicl arid I wcrc cotifiticd indoors fix the ncut forrr arid a half 
hours with SIIOW piling up  or~tside. I ernerged fronl the tent twice to 
re-fix the gliy ropes and sweep away the increasing weight o f  snow 
that was thrcatcning the roof: 13y Spm, with h e a ~ y  snow still filling, 
Sadiy ;~ppcarcd visibly discoriragcd suggesting retreat. Altl~or~gli it 

was certain 11ow tll'it our- proposetl attempt or1 the ridge the next c d ~ y  
woulcl Ilave to be abandoned, 1 turned down the idea. There was 
h c ~ v y  fils, 2nd wc would certainly be ovcrtakcn by darkness. WC ate 
or l r  s t~pper of sorip, l)rcarl, and cliecsc in silc~lcc and prcparcd for J 

lo r~g  nigllt. There was no let-up i l l  the s~lowfi~ll  a1ic1 I 11dd little sleep 
pondering ahout our cllancc of finding a s a k  way down tlirougli the 
crevasse bclt tilaskcd by a hcavy cover o6ficsl1 snow. Such tlio1igl1ts 
did not trouble S~dicl, who  slept soulicily A peep olitside the tent at 
dawn revealed visibility of dbout 10 metres with light snow still hll- 
ing. In cightccn hour\, over 50cm o ~ s n c w  had Eillc~l. It took alniost 
two hours t o  dig cvcrythirig out, 1 ) l . c ~  a I lo t  driril;, and pack t l ~ c  
11~1lky tent, now ~ l l nos t  twice its tion11~11 wuigl~t, hefore steppi~lg into 
the whiteout with lle'~vy loads. 0 1 1  111y ti)lirtli p d b ~ ~ g e  of  tile ~1;tciel; 



I was countir~g on being able to idaitify far~~i l iar  fcaturcs to scc us 
tl~roogll - aware that Sadiq, who followed closcly ill  iny footsteps 
keeping up a low murinur of  prayers, was cou~ l t i i ~g  011 my dui~lg  SO. 

Slowly, with some casing of the fog, we came off the glacirr after two 

hours, witllir~ sight oTa poilit whcrc I had placcd a cairn 011 tlic way 
up. We were met there by three of  our illell fronl below who offered 
us hot drinks and relieveci us of our loads. 

The  six days spcnt in the Falak Scr valley wcrc not etltircly wast- 
ed. I felt irluch fitter, had exa~i~ ined  a nlouutniii to wllich I hoped to 
return, and had beell well supported by ~r ly  mcn. Returning to our 
camp on tlzc Paloga meadow o i l  22 August, I faccd all unschcdulcd 
delay awaiting the arrival of  a ti-csh set of lncn fiom Matiltan, ITIY 

first group having fillfilled tlieir prescribed period ofcluty My ~ ~ e w  
escort, Mam Setll, was a sturdily built youth proud of his duties, but 
he seemed less exycrienccd than Sadicl, whose departure I I-cgrctted. 
SCVCII rncn had bccn sent fronl Matiltan Fort by thc szrl)er~ur, all of 
~110111 looked eclually wily. if not rogueish, and of wl io~n  I selected 
five, rrlaiilly on the grouilds tll'wat they wore Ieatller-strapped couiltiy 
gaitcrs fi)r use 011 SI~OW. 

Frorrl the meadow our journey lay south-cast towal-d the Paloga 
pass, whicli would lead us over to the b n d i a  district il l  I(ollista11. 
Wc~lklng iilitially along a broad valley, there were views of the south 
side of Falak Scr, revealinq its steep rock f ~ c e  in sharp contrast t o  thc 
inountain's snowy aspect froin the nortll. Rearing right up  a sub- 
sidiary valley, we followed a ilarrow pathway wllere Iny 1lei.y tear1 
of porters iilade heavy weather of the ascent, requesting stops eveiy 
twenty minutes, soinctinics to  refastell a load, otlle~wisc 111crcly to 
rest, and later to plead that we Ilad readied the last si~itable caillpii~g 
place below the pass. My iilte~ltioll had heen to reach the pass 011 the 
samc day, and I thought that if I tt~ovcd fillward steadily wit11 Mam 
Seth. the portcrs would fhllow. I was wrong; they wcrc soon out of  
sight behind. About llalfwiway up I spent the best part of  two liours 
waiting for them, haviilg had to scnd Ma111 Seth down to goad tllein 
along. I3y late aftel-noon, siilce tllrl-c appeared to he no  sign of a pass, 
I llaltcd rlear a sllcplierd cilcalllplnen t to chcrk ~ t i y  wl~ci-eahouts. Tllc 
walk had been fbscinati~ig intu tllr deptlls of'ail n~lfi.equr~lted regio~l 
partly forested aiid almost alyi~ir  in charactel; fc~llowilig slleep tracks 



a ~ i d  ~ c c a s i o n ~ ~ l  pathways. Tlic portcrs arrived exliausted and in the 
du~nps ,  whether feigned or  real, and there seerried to he no option 
but to call it a day - which probably was just as well hecause tlie 
pass turned out to be sevcn kilo~nctrcs away dnd about 770 metres 
higlicr. Wc set up  camp in a sunless and chilly spot a t  3525 rtietrcs, 
where a shepherd fi~tnily residelit in a cave nearby visited us witli 
a brass urn filled with sheep's milk, frothy and warm, raising tlie 
chccrlcss spirit of the porters. 

After advancing upward for f v c  hours the next day, ~nislcd by one 
fi~lse pass afier a~iother, I stepped onto a dividing ridge a t  4495 rnetres 
and looked across to tlie south. Steep slopes led down to tlie Aspe 
Ilara valley in Kandia, 750 metres below. 13cyond, over 15k1~i away 
in a direct line to the south-east, it was exciting to see a snow plateau 
gu:~rded by an icefall sul-rounded by a gl-oup of five peaks. I-lere, at 
last, seerncd to he the object of my search. I assumed, correctly, tliat 
about tlircc days would hc required to rcach the plateau, pt.ovidcd 
that a way could be founcl. There seenicd to be no easy descent to tlie 
Aspe Dara horn where I stood, but fi-om a solitarygr/jar (shepherd) 1 
learned tliat the ridge contained thrcc filsc passes, only onc ofwliicli 
WAS occasionally uscd as a crossing for shccp. The  porters by tlicti 
had reached a sheltered 1iollc)w 50 metres below tlie ridge where I 
later joined tlierri. (:lauds were beginning to gather, and tlie descent 
fi-o~n thc I'aloga pass would have to wait until the ~norning.  SIIOIV 
hcgan to fnll while camp was being organiscd on  a patch of scrcc. 

Late i l l  the ~iigllt tlie sriow llnd cliarigecl to sleet, and dur i~ ig  a 
sulky dawn the porters had rustled up  tlieii- fire hy 5.30~111, l3ut were 
not r c d y  to start until 8am. Tlic morningvicw from tlic pass, which 
1m-e no cairri or otlicr sign of passagc, was p,~rtly clo~~d-covcrcd. O n e  
of'the porters, viewing tlie initial steepliess of tlie descent, declared 
that it was too dangerous and downed Iiis load, a n n o u n c i n ~  that lie 
\vatited to go honie. I disniissed hiin witliout f~lrtlicr  do; and i l l  

case ~ r i y  otllers entertained siniilar i~i te~it ions,  I clecl,~red tliat, as a 
deserter, lie would receive no  wages. Unbidden, two of the strongest 
inen sliarctl tlic abandoned load between t l~cm.  Two IIOLII-s of 1-011gli 
scra~iiblirig down scrcc a ~ l d  loose l ) o ~ l l d ~ r s ,  dt a11 avcragc a11glc of 
35 degrecs witli scarcely any s ig i  of 'I p;lth, lecl us dowri to tlie Aspe 
Dara valley, where we joi~ied tlie main p'~tIiw;~y con~iect i~ig  Gabrial 



in the east to Matiltan in the west via the Matiltnn pass. 
We began to feel that our troubles were over, but soon realiscd 

that they were about to begin. Tlle natural features of Icanclia, as 
this side of thc divide is called, pi-ovidcd a cllanqc of cliaracter. In 
place of  trcc-clad hills. we found oui-selves facing stark rocky slopes, 
narrow defiles between cliffs, a11d unbridgcd torrellts. Altogether a 

wilder and more rugged coui~try, in keeping with the cllaracter of tlie 
Kaildiawals, as our Inen liked to stress with sornc disdain. Tllc f2w 
people we inet certainly looked ~rlol-e illdigelit and spoke a coarse 
dialect. 1 had hoped to reach Gabrial that evening, but after almost 
seven hours a longa route that had not bcen particularly easy, tiiy 
loyal followc~-s, who  had giver1 a good account of thcttlsclves, were 
beginning to show signs of' distress. Tliere was sonie difiiculty in 
finding a suitable place to cailip and we settled fix ail abancloiied and 
reasonably clcan shec p pen about 12hn short of our destination. 

Ilainfall tnost of the night tollowed by a dull dawn did not in- 
duce an early start. We were or1 the road at 8am the next I T ~ o I . I ~ ~ I ~ ~ ,  

reaching Gabrial three hours later. Tlie walk provided the o11ly ull- 
settling eqoricncc of  my joul-ney. 1 had advanced well alicad of the 
porters, aocortlpa~licd by Mam Seth, who was a few paces in fiorit, 
wlieri he aririouilced that we were about to enter a dark fiwest belt 
and it would be safkr if 1 ~noved into the fi-ont enabling l i i i t l  to pro- 
tect me fiom bcl~ind.  The  s~iggcstioil sce~tled scnsiblc. Soon after 
changitlg places 1 be911 to kc1 uneasy with a tribesmall two paces 
be l l i~~d ,  ariried with a bayonet, a rifle, and a finger oil the trigger. 
For fifieeil rninutes we proceeded in tliis fishion. My fears gradually 
evaporated wlle~i  T rcaliscd that Man1 Sctll was gcnuiilely co~icerned 
about what rrliglit result frorti ileglige~ice to fulfill his duties. Later 
that afternoon, intmducinl; me to illy new escort, Sohhan, who had 
just arrived from Matiltan, Mam Seth callic to greet mc hch rc  his 
dcpartul-e. I Ic rarely s~tiilcd, but I was plcascd to sce his facc light up 
wllen he accepted 111y parting gift. 

The  fort at C;abrial, wllich housed 30 n~ilitiainen, had a fidi~ytale 
look with turrets, pccpl~olcs, and a drawbridge. I received a11 uncx- 
pectedly warm wclco~rle fi-01~1 thc .rrthaLlr., arising, I s~ispcct, ti0111 liis 
eagrness to ltleet soineorie arrivi~ig from tlie outside world, his owri 
being limited tc, an eccentl-ic telcpla,~ie co~lnection to Saidu Sharif 



and 'I tra~lsistor radio. A srnall scl~ool and a d i s p c ~ ~ s ~ ~ r y  had been set 
11p rcce~itly in tlle village by tile Wdi, arld constrllction had heg~iri on 
a road. M i z e  fields SLII-ror~nding the \~ill'ige yielded crops bcirely suf- 
ficient to mcct the needs o f  thc inhabita~~ts.  Tradc consisted ofwool 
a r ~ d g l ~ n  (rancid bnttcr) fro111 the vnllcy, bartered in lower Swat fi,r 
rock salt and ccreals using :lnimC~l ancl hrlrnan transport. The  people 
looked healthy a n d  cheerful, as do  most coinniiinities isolated fi-om 
tlic corrupting iilflucilccs of  civilisation. A prolonged halt at (;ahrial 
w.1~ occasioned hy t l ~ c  generosity of the srrbedar, w l ~ o  insisted on 
providing a tlirre-course rrieal, a gift of' 16 eggs, aiid 8kg of' fieshly 
milled 111~1ize-flour ~ O I -  the porters. It was almost '+ill by the titne we 
were able to get away. 

Crossing a rnaize field on tlie outskirts of'the village, I was hailed 
by an old f'lriner who un\vrdpped a swollen finger which had turned 
gatn~renoi~s. Apart from pnwiding him with antibiotic t~b le t s  and a 
clear] I~andagc, 111y inability to give him atly rcal rclicf saddened tnc. 
A two-hour w,dk followed with tlie pl'iteau and its peaks in fill1 view 
aliead to the south, leading us to at1 ideal spot at 2300 metres on a 
p~ t c l i  of  tall grass where wc ca~npcd just two kilomcti-es short of the 
villagc ooFMirshahi. T h e  grcy shadow hctwccn day atid night gnvc tlic 
pedks filling tlie skyline a phantom-like appearance, tnakiilg t l~ein 
see111 remote ;~nd,  to me at least, Inore elusive. Froin which tlirectio~i 
could they be approached? Tlie pol-tcrs claimcd 110 knowledge of tlic 
area. I had n o  rnap, r ~ o r  was I aware \vI~cthcr the region h ,~d  bccn sur- 
veyed - una~iswered questions that trouhlcd illy sleep that night.' 

All doubts were swept 'isidtt early the following morning when 
a dignified old man with a flowing white heard and rohes accotxi- 
panicd by two rc ta i~~crs  lialtcd outside tiiy tent on  his way to (;a- 
[)rial. 'What is your destination?' Ile enquired. 1 ailswered by poilit- 
ills to the r ~ t i g e  of ~ n o u n t a i l ~ s  glcatnitig in the sunliglit. 'Tliosc,' 
he said, 'arc the Siri Ilara tiiountaitis ttiat rise bcyond Iny villagc of 
Mirshalii. You will he rliy guest, and I will lielp you to get tllerr.'* I 
expressed my thanks warmly, telli~ig him tli:lt his i~lformation had 

1 Tbvo yedrs later ; ~ t  the rccltlest of the W:~l ia l~~d,  the Sulvey c i f 'P~ki~ t ;~ l l  beg;ln their firtll~i- 
work i l l  thc LII-CA \\:ill1 tI1e oI)J~ct  of irrepari~lg ;L s ~ t  of I I C W  111aps. 

R Siri  = Iie.l~l, 1)orn  = v,rllcy, i.c., tllc I lcad o i t l ~ e  V~llcy. 
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hccil of  the greatest possihlc llclp. Followirig tlie road hy wllicl~ 
he had coine, we soon passed the village of' Mirsllalli. C;o~lti~lu- 
iiig south, we reached the village of  Siri Dara, situated at the point 
wherc a stream of the same name enters the (;abrial river. A crudc 
bridge was crossed to its right hank, bringing a cI1a11~c of scene. 
Clirrlbirlg a boulder-strewn path. I was i~nnleilsely relieved to ob- 
tain a glimpse of the edge of  an icefill at the head of the valley. 
Forests of  oak and walnut fbllowcd by juniper scrub led 11s illto a 
gorge, which opened out  later to reveal a peacefill hamlet set above 
scattered cornfields where we camped that afternoon. Purcllasiilg a 
chickell fi-0111 the village, we were offered gifts of grapes and local 
vcgctablcs. 

A long climb tlie followirlg ~ l l o r i~ ing  in wild cou~ltry beyond a 
diininishiilg pine forest took us to the fc)ot of a cliff eight metres 
Iligh, to which was attached a pine trunk into which stcps I~ad been 
cut. The  cliff c~ lded  on a rninor hilltop, fiortl wllcrc. like COI-tcs, 
the 16th-century Spanish conquistador. I beheld a breatlltnhng view. 
The  whole width o f  the icefall and a major part of tile plateau were 
spread out  bcforc inc. 

Late that aftcrtlooil we set up a base at 3200 ~rictrcs, about tsvo 
hloirletres below the sizout of  the glacier. Above us was the nortlier~l 
edge of  the plateau guarded by a series of icefalls. Tllree larlen Ihndi- 
awals who passed oil their way down to Mirshahi said that they had 
set out  fi-otrl Kalatn the day bcforc, which sccrl~cd an cr~couragitlg 
prospcct fbr our returii jouriley. 

Three days were spent scarclling for a suitable e n t ~ y  point to 
the plateau. A calrlp was placed at 4400 lnetrcs 011 ~ l lora i~lc  at thc 
western edge of  the icefall about 275 metres below tlle plateau. Af- 
ter spending illost of our second inoi-iliilg, iii~roped. s r~ r c l l i~ lg  Ior a 

way thi-ougll a lahyrintllinc zone of  CI-cvasses and tottcri~ig seracs. I 
had to irlfbrn~ my sole co~npa~l ion,  Rahinlatulla, who f~)llowed ~ r l c  
unerriilgly, that it would he uilsafe to co~ltiriue. The slopes o f  the 
central peak, n dolni~l;l~lt feature on tllr plateau. looked near enough 
to hc hardly rnolr tha11 a rifle-sllot away from \vhere we stood ahout 
150 trlctrcs bclow. I knew that 1 had run out of titnc, a i d  felt beatctl 
and dispirited. Wcki~ig the tent, we returned to base the smle eve- 
ning, shrtiilg round the glacicr snout that fi,r~ned an impl-rssivc ice 



cave dbollt 40 liictres tiigl~. 0111. walk back was enlightened l ~ y  rich 
displays of yellow ragwort and piirple epilobiurn flourishing or]  tlie 
damp shingle flats. It was obvious that during an earlier age tlie gla- 
cier had spread over a much wider area of  the valley floor, probably 
covering it cornplctely. 

Accol-ding to the cheerfill claim of the IL~ndi,iwals, our  returri 
journey to I<alani should 1i:ave taken a day and a half: O u r  somewhat 
una~nhitious party spent two nights camping out  during the stccp 
dc scc~~ t ,  but I fc>und the journcy pleasant rather t h ~ t i  otlicrwise. O n  
leaving our base we begari a steady six-horir climb westward to reach 
tlie Slioho pass (3420m), situated 011 the watershed. The  descent on 
the Swat side included a slope of  nkv6 tern~inating with a crevasse 
just riarrow enough to be juniped, fbllowed by a stretch of ~noraine. 
Lowel- down, tinding a s~nall  ~neadow - and with everyone seeming 
I~o rs  dc  cc~rllbnt - we can~ped there, the porters having expressed some 
harsh words about the Kandiawals' easy routc. Fuel being unavail- 
able, Sd)liari tried, i~ieffectively, to burn the yeat-like tufts which lie 
dug up arouncl the site. We were in tlie upper Shoho valley, whose 
river is f2d by streams Howins ti-otii threc small glacicl-s to the north, 
s o ~ ~ t h ,  arid west. Around us lay enorrnous slabs of  sloping rock bcar- 
ing scars c)f'a~icit.nt glacier action. 

At 6.30am the next nlorning, 1 set out alone up the rlo~-th glacier 
to reach a minor point of 5000 ~nct rcs  situated on  the Sliolio Water- 
slicd. Tlic climt), tiiostly o n  rnixcd nCv6 and rock, took tlircc hours. 
Fro111 the sunirliit cornice there was a steep f i l l  of  3 000 rr~etres illto 
the Sir-i r)ara Valley. T h e  view provided tlle perspective I ~ieeded to 
study tlic plateau atid its peaks, giving Ine tlie impression that if ~ i i y  
search fbr n passage onto the plateau had b c c ~ ~  mddc sligl~tly furtlicr 
to the soiitli-west, a practical eritry would Iiave bee11 fo t~nd .  It was 
lily turn to suffcr the fate of Moscs, who, from the hcights of Mount 
P i s g ~ l ~ ,  was granted a glimpsc of the promiscd land, hut was not pcr- 

niittecl to enter. That privilrge was g-anted two years ldter to a party 
of fimr young Cambridge clitilbers." 

My Yrlsufiai porters were congenial and likeable ccimp;inions, 

0 I Ienry Day, Jolin Peck, Ricllard Islirnvood. a ~ i ~ i  I It1g11 S~IIILIZI were rr~liarkably suc- 
cessl-irl, clinlhirlg sis 1)eal;s atmve die pl~te;irl anti ~naking the first ;iscelit ir.0111 tliz north 
ofM;l~lkial, t l ~ r  highest of the Siri l)al-;~ GI-or~p ill the sotltll-west corlier. 



scrupulously honest a l ~ d  ready to adapt cheerfully to tny plans, which 
111ust have seenled to then1 singularly odcl. Of my ~ I I I - C C  escorts, 
Sadiq was uncluestionably the best; he was tougli, rcliablc, dutiful, 
and loyal. Mall1 Seth, sturdy and rugged, rlcvcr I~esitated t o  lnakc Ilis 
best efforts to solve any problcln that lnight arise. Sobhan, a clowll- 
is11 character with a sense o f  liurnour, terlded solnetiir~es to attach 
greater in~portarice to his personal cunvenience than his duties. 

At Saidu Shal-if 1 visited the Waliahad to thank him h)r the part he 
played ill bringing about the success of lliy j o ~ i r ~ ~ e y .  I-Ie was pleased 
and surprisecl to hear about the Siri Dara Plateau, wllicll encouraged 
him to rccotnmctld to the S u n ~ y  of  I'akistan the need to carry out 
a modern survey of his state, an utldertaking that began mro years 
later. 

It is a saddening thought that afier almost a centuiy of peace and 
ca ln~,  a coiltcilted population benetitting from wisc rule i l l  thc Statc 
of  Swat has been drawn inevitably into the backlasll ot'violct~cc and 
n u d e r  that now seerlls to be endernic across Pakistan, a country 
to which, without a shot beinq c- fired, Swat ceded its independence. 
(:urrcntly, the presence of tourists, cvctl from Rkistan, is discoul-- 
aged, owing to warlike conditions prevailing in the Swat Valley. 



In order to \i~iderstand the traditions and customs ofthc l'athan tribes 
wllo dwcll in the tcl-ritorics s t r c t ch i~~g  fo r  over H00k1n from riorth 
to south alorig the ~r io l~r i ta i~i  regions that separate Pakistan's North 
West Frontier fi-om Afghanistan, a few introductory remarks would 
he appropriate. Looking back at the ll isto~y of L3ritish involvement 
with the region, the character of  the tribes has clla~iged little over 
the past century and a half: Essentially, the tribes~ileti were, and are, 
resctitti~l of outside intrusion into tlicir traditional way of  life, which 
tliey will dcfcnd hy wl~atcvcr means, usually violent, to prcscn7c. 
Tlie periocl coveretl by rrly t l~ree  brief-visits was a bridge betweerl 
tlle di~appe~irance of  the British, and the emergence of divergent 
itlflucnces during tllc dccadcs that fi)llowed. I'rcscnt-day problems 
on thc other side of  tlic P,~kist,in bordcr, and thc i~ i f  Itration of al- 
Qaeda pa ra~~~i l i t a ry  units fiol-rl AfSlia~listan into tribal territories, led 
to Pakistan's closure of sectioils of  its border, the i~nplementation of 
which is difficult, if riot impossible, owing to tlic extent of rnoun- 
tainous tcrraitl, and to the potcntial fix covert, cvcn overt, protec- 
tion of iilfiltrators by tribal sympathisers. During the r3ritisll period 
ill Inclia, the Pathan tritwsmen, with sliift i i i~ loyalties, had always 
bccn difficult to control, a weakness that tlic rulci-s of  At'glianista~i 
were only too cagcr to exl~loit in order to scrve their own intcrcsts. 

Tlie early years of British rule over t l ~ e  Nortli West Frontier pre- 
sented serious problems. Tlie army was well aware that although it 
held the so-called 'lin k-lines' - bcyontf wliich l3ri tish autliori ty did 
not prevail - the I'atllan triL)esrnen ruleti the rernaitlcler with ;I fii- 
11atical detttrnii~iation to preserve their customs and independenct.. 
Trouble often Hal-ed up  over tribal rcsentlllent fi>llowing thc huild- 
ins  of trrirlk roads, on tlic srouncis that l~cttcr ro;ids led to t igge~.  
invasions into their territory by fbl-eig~lers. Trihal r,lids were covered 
with a clocik of I-ighteo~~sness; they robhrd from 'infidels' wlio pos- 
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sesscd ~ t ~ u c h  grcatcr wcaltl~. Thcir tcrr i to~y was llcld u~lder  13ritisll 

protection, whose long-term otjective was to attrlnpt to as 
well as to punish. Across the hol-der to the west was a power 
ing opportunities to c ~ n b a r r ~ ~ s s  the 13ritisl1. In thc inid-19tl1 c c~~ tu iy ,  
mutual respect, good relations, and cvcr~ friendship was c l~l t iva t~d 
between a h ~ n d f i ~ l  ofr~~ligl i tei led inen in tlie Uritisll ~ r ~ i l i t n r ~  a11d ad- 
~ninistrative services and sections of the Pathan tribes. Tlleir llames 
stand out  - thc Lawrence brothel-s, 1 Icn~y,  (;co~-gc. and John; Ja~ncs  
Abbott; Herbert Eclwarcls; Harry Lurnsden; 2nd John Nicholso~l - 
referred to as the 'Titans' of  the Punjab, whose se~vice on India's 
North West Frontier was always fraught wit11 danger. Sir Olaf <:aroc, 
the last British governor of  the province i l l  1946-7, rcfcl-s i l l  onc of- 
his books to a quotation fioill an earlier autllority: 'The life of  tlie 
frontiers~nan is hard and he treads it daily on the brink of eternity.' In 
1857, John Nicholson died at the age o f35  durinq the sicgc of Ilclhi; 
in thc salnc year, I I c n ~ y  Lawrcllce died in thc sicgc of Luck~lov~. Thc  
narlles o f t h e  'Titar~s' are still alive today ill R h s t a l ~ ,  llaving been at- 

tributed to to\vns, colleges. and Illonulnents. 
T h e  ancient h i s to~y  of the region is illdelihly linkcd wit11 the 

names oFAlcxaridcr, C;hcngiz m a l l ,  and Tanlcrlanc. 11o11c of   who^^^ 
were wholly successfill in subjugati~lg tlle territories of'the fi-oiltier 
tribes, although the Mongols (Moghuls) passed tlu-ous1.l their ter- 
r i t o ~ y  to create a powel-fill e111pii-e which ruled India hchvcen the 
16th and 19t11 cct~turies. 111 thc inid-19th and carly 2Otl1 cc~lturies, 
the British regarcled the Nortli West Frontier as J ~ I  altllnst i~lsoluble 
problem. Political and mili tarv authorities wcre regularly engaged 
in a scrics of r ~ i i ~ ~ o r  catl~paig~ls and skir~nisllcs througflout thc trihal 
areas that stretched Cror~i IUlyber in thc north to Wazii-istan and 
Baluchistan in the south. The  B1-itish had to accept that soine ele- 
ments of tllc population were irreconcilably ilostilc, whilc otl~ct-s. 
somc ofwhotn credited thc ruling autl~ority with justice and nlcrcy, 
were allowed a degree of-illdependence i l l  tlleir internal affairs, and 
occas io t~al l~  received p;~ynle~its to quell unruly beh.lriour or vio- 
lent raids by t r ihesrnc~~ illtent 011 rohbcry and inurder. Llomestic 
and civil iss~lcs wcre scttlcd by traditio~lal i i rp ,  3 council composed 
of  tribal eltlers, wliich coiiducted a for111 o f  rougll justice i l l  accor- 
dance with tribal codes. Nevertheless, a fc)reig~ler entering a society 



in \vl~izh each Ilorncstcad was a fort Liccd tlic risk o f  a Kinatic's 
k11if-c or 1)ullet. A governor-general rer11arkt.d in 1879, 'A f i i e ~ ~ c l l ~  
tribesman is o ~ i e  \vllo only shoots you at night, whereas a hostile 
one shoots in the daytime as well.' T h e  trihal code o f  l ~ o n o u r  was 
~.igorously ohse~vcd,  based o n  t11e Mosaic law of a11 cyc for an eye 
and a tooth fc>r a tooth. Every rrlan carried a rifle; and a youth at-  

tained ~nanhood  only after his weapon had achieved what he he- 
licvcd to bc a rightful revenge. Then,  as now, thc preachings of  mtil- 

las (nlrillnlrs) - religious teachers - induced incitement to violence, 
as clid agents o f  the powerf~ll  Arriir o f  Afghdnistan who  found it 
convenient to h ,~rbour  turbulent tribes between him A I I ~  tlle rul- 
ing authority on  the other side of his horder. An important arms 
factory existed at \arrirud, 14km west o f  Peshawar, manuficturing 
copies of LJritish, Iiussian, and U.S. weapons, whicll are the proud 
craviilg of  adult males w h o  devclop the skills of expert marksincn 
at a young age. 

Aro~ilid 1900, tlie British raised a i - i l ~ d  a ~ i d  disciplirled forces 
cu~nposed wllolly of  local tribesmen. l<nown collectively as tlie 
Froiit i~f C:OI-~S, 01- Sco~its,  tlicy co~npriscd I'athan tncn belonging to 
a variety of tribes and clans fi-01~1 many sectors atid wcrc co~nmarid- 
ed by British officers. Tr;~velling light, ~nov ing  f ir  and fist, sniping 
utldercover in fimiliar couiltry, they wei-e ~isually able to suhdue 
u111-uly elcinents. Their operations involved hiqh risks; a ~ i d  if in- 
tertrihal loyalties or  cn~nit ies  played a part, gatnckec:pcrs sometimes 
t ~ ~ r i l e d  into poacllers. 

My  introduutioil to the IUlyber regiun took place in May 1961, 
hdrcly six months '~fter lriy arrival in I'akist~n, whcn a fellow travcl- 
Icr on  tlie sca voyage from Livcl-pool to Kart~chi suggcstcd a weckeiid 
trip. 1 readily agreed l~ecause I was iriterestetl to visit tlle t n o ~ ~ n t a i ~ ~ s  
of the North West Frontier populated by thc proud and fierce I'd- 
thnns, about whorn 1 11'1d Ileal-d and read a good deal. 0 1 i r  wcekcnd 
tour took us fi-orri Lahore, along the route leacling 450k111 nortli- 
west to Kawalpindi. Not  f i r  fi-on1 there, the main road to l'esh;~war 
crosses a sp r~r  of the Margalla I Iills thl-oii~11 'I 11a1-I-ow l>reach known 
as the Margalln I'ass. ( > I  top of- a proi i~i~icnt  point ahcwc the  ass 
stands a t;ill s to~lc  ilionumt'rlt, visil)ls fi-oin  fir, raised as ,I memo- 
rial to John Nicliolsoil, who fo~ight  and won a fierce l~attle tht.1-e in 



I KIBAL C:C)UN'I'I<Y 1901 

1848. O u r  jourilcy took us across tllrce of the couritry's larqc rivcrs, 
tlie Cheilab, the Jhelurl~, and the Iildus, which clesccild fi-0111 the 
hills southward toward the alluvial plains of Sind. Uridgcs o r i g ~ i a l l ~  
built in the early 20th century wcre still gving sturdy sc~vicc, car- 
rying railway and motor traffic, occasio~~ally rcstl-ictcd to olic-way 
nioveineilt. There wcre views of  low liills with s o ~ l ~ e t i ~ n e s  a hilit of 

the higher nlountains of  Ibghan and Swat beyolid. The Indus Itiver 
passes t l~rough a ~ o r g c  at Attock, the bridge across it is of historical 
significance as the gateway to the North West ~ronticr . '  Wlie~l we 
drove across we were signalled through by military glal-ds stationed 
at both ends. At Warsak, OOkm north-cast of Attock. a lnajor d a ~ n  
was coilstructed on the Illdus l ive r  by an Intcruational Corisortiu~n 
in tlle 1970s to augment Pahsta~l 's fist-growing need fix i~~creasecl 
power. We llalted briefly at Peshawar, jostliilg in the nlarket place 
with the crowds who represented a widc range of ethnic unixtul-es. 
Apart fi-om the arms facto1-y at Jartlrild nearby, Pesliawar posscsscs a 
relatively new university, where I'akistanis from the plaiils ~ l l i~ lg le  
with tribesillen fi-om the hills. In 1960, at the age of  70, Noel Cldell, 
the last person to have seen C:corge Mallory and Alldrew Irvinc high 
otl Mount Evercst in 1924, took up a geology prokssorsl~ip tl~crc 
prior to his retirement in 3962. 

Leaving the plains at l'eshawar, we began to climb a well-designed 
and picturcsquc road leading to To]-kham. 55krn away, which marks 
the Pak-Mghar~ fi-ontier just hcyoud the Kliyber Pass ( I  IcYOm). A 
railway, Britisll-built over a ce~itiiry ago and still in service, collllects 
Pesllawar to tlle town of  Laildi Ihtal,  wllei-e the Uritish maintai~led a 

civil and n~ilitary district hcadqr~nrtcrs. The brow11 footllills t l~ rong l~  
wllicll we passed, with ail oc-casioiial cover of bush arid scrub, pro- 
vided a perfect screen for trigger-happy snipers wislling to demon- 
strate their ob j cc t i o~~  to thc presence of fi>rcigncrs. Above this zone 
arc rocky llills rising 11e1-c and there to inillor tops scan~ling a wide 
range of cou~ltry a ~ i d  valuable as picket points tLr seekills out raid- 
ers and enemies. At s i l i~l l  villages in hetwee~l, the popu1'1tion tend 
thcir cattle and 01-chards, and 1-<1isc crops ofwheat, nlaizc, and barley, 

1 
I t  was originally built with boats lashed together. and was tlle scene ot'blood): hattlrs. 

The bridge changed Ilands dl,!-ing the Illdo-Sikh tval-s of 1848-9, was secul-ed by die Brit- 
is11 in 1857, and was darnagcd duri~ig t l ~ c  2nd Af$,llari war of 1879-80. 



irrigated by ingenious systcrns. Tlic clirnatc of  the region is 
severe, providil~g scorcliilig sunlnlels and freezing winters. 

At a s~nall  cluster of m u d - l ~ i l t  houses on  the way up, I noticed an 
almost hiblical vision of women drawing water fi-om a well. I Ialting 
tlic car, I walked to aho11t 150 rnctrcs of  the group and photograptied 
w11'1t seemed to rile a ~iriiclue setting. lleturning to the car I heard 
11;lsty fiwtsteps bellind and h u n d  111yself hcing an enragecl tribes- 
man. I [is tirade in I'ushtu was inco~iiprcllcnsihIc, but it did not take 
rnucli imagiuation to realisc that he liad been highly iilcerlscd by the 
crirrie I liad colnniitted in pllc?tc)grayhir~g a group of village wolrien 
outside their dwellings. The  reproof, which disconcerted me, was 
justified. It provided Iny introduction to tllc eticluzttc d t h c  countly, 
arid I w'is relieved that tlie aggrieved ma11 accepted tlie sirlcerity of 
my apolohy. 

l ' e r l ia~~s~u~~wiscly ,  we tnade furtI1c1- stops on the isolated road 
tlil.ough the nioun t i n s  to rccortl cnvirontncn tal sccncs scattered 
with solitary ho~l~este;lds, several of t l ie~n toppc-d with oritlook tow- 
ers, and to exanline tablets prominently placed 011 I-ock outcrops 
almvc the roaci inscrilxd with thc names of 13ritish rcgi~ncnts, many 
no longer in esistcncc, cornmernc)r,~ting battles tliat they had fought 
during the late 19th slid e;arly 20th celituries. 

Landi Kotal, situated a t  1072 metres, has I,een, and remains. a 
major cal-avanserai since tilnc ilnmc~norial, used by cotn~ncrcial 
and n~ilitary traffic on journeys thror~gh tlic Khpbcr Pass. Tlic pass 
lias been a traditional zone of co~~f l i c t .  I ) u r i ~ ~ g  the first Aff;hari w,lr 
(1811-3) it w'is the sole exit route to India for the Uritish g:~rrisc)n 
comprising abo~l t  fiw-teen tllousai~tl soldicl-s, civilians, and camp 
fcdlowc~-s, wlio, liavir~g been pcr~nittcct to march out of  Kabul 
througli the wi~iter  snow, were atiriiliilatecl on  their way to the pass 
by Afgllan riflemen lying in wait fi)r them at lalalahad - it was one of 
the greatest disasters sriffered by Britisl~ I ~ I - c c s  during their occupa- 
tion of  tlie subco~~t inent .  

1-Ialting ' ~ t  Landi Kotal, we walked tlirouqli the large open rnar- 
ket filled with thc stalls of  tratlcrs dealing in hodst11ft:s and a wide 
variety of local and fivcign n-I~I-cliantlisc, inc l~ldi~lg  arms. Mingling 
wit11 the crowcls, exclusively rllale, we were approaclicd by a ~nisett  
gror~p of l-'atIi~ris, one of w h o ~ n ,  clenn-shavrn and more I-efined in 



appcarancc and dress tlla~i tllc otllcrs, cxprcsscd a fric~ldly irltcrcst 
in our travels. H e  was anned with a very superior rcvolvcl-, w o r ~ l  i l l  

a leather belt arotind liis waist. In my innoce~lce 1 asked wlletller I 
might ex-ami11e it. Such a rcqucst from an unknow~l  a ~ ~ d  ulltrustcd 
forcig~ler rriust have appcarcd to him arid his I'athan c o ~ i ~ p a ~ ~ i o n s  
as an act of  unpri~lcipled folly. I l e  looked ill at ease, s t u d y i ~ ~ g  tile 
iilte~ltly filr a moment. Could I be sincere, or was I rnercly stupid? 
I-Ic liftcd thc weapon fi-om his belt, 1 heard thc click of a safety catch, 
then I felt the weapon in ~ r i y  liai~ds. It was only later that I appreci- 
ated the degree of trust implied by his action. 

At Shagpi, hclow the Khybcr I'ass, a fort built hy the Ih-itis11 in 
1928 included a cellletcry containing tllc gravcs of Britisll scrvice- 
illen which were surrounded by flower beds and cared for by a 1%- 
tllan orderly, wliich seeined a generous tribute to fo r~ner  e~ ie~n ies .  
O u r  final stop was at the pass, wherc arrncd scntrics pel-nlittcd us to 
procecd o n  foot fo r  about 300 lrietrcs to a steel chain placed across 
the road at the entry point to AfiJ~anistan. We were able to fulfill a 
request fi-om a group of  Paalusstan frontier guards accoinpanyi~lg us by 
photographing them, but they wcrc disappointed that wc wcrc u11- 
able to provide t h c ~ n  with an ilrlt~lcdiatc copy of the result. 



In the winter of 1067, Norrnan Norris, who  was stationed in Mul- 
tan, agreed to join me on a short jorir~iey to Tahli t - i -Sulai~~i~~t~, '  a 
nlountain group situated at the soutller~i end of'the political agen- 
cies of ICohat, h n n u ,  and Wclziri~t~~tl. Deserts cover almost the en- 
tire region, populated in the south by Marri and 13~igti tribes, and 
in tlie north by Sllera~ii arid Waziri tribes. Above the deserts rise 
sc,~ttei-ed g1-oi~ps of  sandstone ~nou~i ta ins .  The  Zhob  liange to the 
west, which is partially forested, is inhabited by diminishing Iierds 
of wildlil'e. T h e  peak oE Takht- i-Sr~lai~~~ati  (3385tn), the highest 
i l l  the area, rises riorth-east of Fort Sa~ iden l~r i .  Robert Sandenia~i, 
whose grave lies near the fort that bears his name, played a cru- 
ci'd role between 1857 and 1877, knitting togctlicr the 13aluclii and 
Pc~tlicln tribes ~ n d  cla~is, establishing close relations bctwcen tribal 
chiefs tlirorigh wlioni tribesrneri were pressed into service as levies, 
pre-dating tlie creation of  tlie Frontier Scouts f ~ ~ r t l i e r  to the north. 
As dcbputy co~nmissioner OF the district o f  l lcra (;liazi Khan, situ- 
ated soutli oEl)ct-a Tsrnail Khan with Pl~njab  to the east ancl Sirid in 
tlie soutli, Sandeman aclopted Iiis own ~'ietliocis of fi-ieudsllip and 
understanditig as a solution to disputes hetween tribes. Sometimes 
contrary to ordcrs ti-om above, hc risked his life by visiting tribal 
chiefs and licads of c l a ~ ~ s ,  ga i r~i~ig  thcir respect and tlie trrist and 
li-ientlsl~ip of' tlie people. I-Ie was to a 1;1rge extt:rit respo~isible L r  
end i~ ig  looting, murder, and civil wars between tribes. His reputa- 
tion, which still survives, is ill~istratcd hy a I-c~nark once a t t r ib~~tcd 
to a Ieacli~ig tribal chief: 'lt is 110 use f ig l l t i~~g S e n ~ r ~ i n n  Sallib: he 
knows everything and turns up eve'y\vliere.' Sandeman's father was 
(:oloncl l<obert Sandclnan, who  commanded an Indian r c g i n ~ c ~ ~ t  
during the Sikh wars of 1845-6 and 1848-9, and during tlic ilprising 
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of tlic Itldiari army ill 1857, his soti serving i ~ i  that year as a11 ctisign 
in liis Lather's regilllent. Those early years were filled with i~lstallccs 
of sons fi,llowiiig fatliel-s and hn)tllcrs into the political atid n~ilitnry 
serviccs of  the East India (:o~nyany and the Queen's Arrny. 

Norris atld I set out by car ti-om Multan in ~iiid-Ja~iuary 1967, 
crossing the Cllenab River over tlie creahilg wooden plar~ks ot' an 
old calltilever bridge that carried the railway line as wll as whecled 
traffic ill botli directions on a turn-by-turn basis. llriving 180k1ii 
nortli along the east bank of  the Itldus river, we arrived at tlie m a i ~ ~  
crossing point which, i l l  winter, consisted of  steering the car through 
the dried-out channcls of  the I-iverbcd on a rnarked route of  about 
19k1n to reach the west bank. 

At 2.30pni, we I-~alted at the rest liouse in Dera Isniail IUlall f'or 
lunch, with the Sulainlan Range visible in the west. Driving Wlun 
along a dust and gravcl road took us to llarabail Fort, situated at 
thc ctid o f  thc plain, where a noticc attached to a chain illfi)rnicd us 
that we were about to enter Sherani tribal country. The point being 
ungux'ded, we  illerely had to lift the cllaiil to pass thi-ougl~, which 
we hoped  night seem suggestive of  a fi-iendly rcccptioil hcyoild. An 
undulating gravcl road led south, clin~bitlq gently for 25km with tlic 
Sulaiman rrlouiltairl range sllarply outliiled under a clear sky. It was 
alnlost 6p1-11 that eveniilg wllen we reaclled Dal-azinda tort, a promi- 
nent fcaturc strategically poiscd on a Iiillcrcst above the road. 

Wc had rcachcd the Iicadquartcl-s of the Frontier Co~lstabula~y, 
occupied by a detaclitrle~it of-al-mcd niilitia under the cotillnand of a 
rr~brdar-trrujor (non-commissioi~ed officer), frotn mhonl, to our relief; 
wc received a wal-rn wc lco~~ic .  O u r  arrival had not been announced 
in advaiice, aiid our jour~iey  of"111llost ten llours I I I U S ~  have ~ i v e n  US a 
disreputable appearance. Hospitality for the nigllt \\.as kecly ofTered 
it1 thc clean and comfortal>lc quarters of the gws t  lluusc attaclled to 

thc fort, and two militia~ncn wcrc placed at our scivicc as orderlies. 
We discussed our ylaii to clinlb to tlie top of TlMit-i-SuIailllari, an 
ascent of  2 135 meti-es, wllich was approved by the s r ~ b n l ~ ~ r i r r r n ; ~ ~ ~  who 
undertook to help with arrangements fbr a local guide. Latel; our 
ordcrlics produced a g(x)d dini~cr.  Seatcd outside i l l  the tra~lquil 
.itn~osphere of  the fort, we watched tlie M i n g  sunset coloul-s on the 
Sulaiinail Ra~lge, welconled tlie cooler air of  hviligllt and the emer- 



qencc ofrnyriads of  stars piercing throl~gli a pcc~.lcss sky, rnusing on 
tlle good f o r t ~ ~ n e  that liad brouslit it all ahoirt. 

Departing from the fort at 7.30am, we drove 13kin along the 
g l - ~ e I  road which serves '1s a highway fix a thrice-weekly hus sc~vicc 
to Quetta via Fort Sa~icjeiria~~. I Ialting ~t the village o f  Iiagasal; situ- 
ated a t  the fbot of'nur rnountnin, we left t l ~  car with rriy Pahstani 
driver to await our  return the fbllowing evening and sought the vil- 
lage h c a d ~ n ~ \ n  who had hccn advised to pi-twidc a guide. Tkvo Inen 
wcl-c engaged, slid a third was added for good measure at no  extra 
cost. Tlle cliinb on the east side of  the n io~~nta i i i  up boulder-strewn 
tracks hegari directly above the last cjwellings of  the village. 

Ascending 1200 metres in three hours, we rcached a high sum- 
nier pasture covered with light scrub, patclies o f g r ~ s s ,  and old sheep 
droppings. We reckoned that we were about hallGray up the 1i1oun- 
tain, and our escol-t indicated that it would be difficult to find a suit- 
ahlc carripsitc liighcr up. It was a beautifill evcning and frorn our 
balcony situated above the wide, brow11 plain tllere was an extell- 
sive view. An es'inliriatio~l of  our  route for the next day showed that 
a stccp I-ock scction h rn l cd  the upper part of the inountaii~. The 
night air ttirnecj chilly and water was ohtailled by melting ice fiom a 
snlall streani nearby. Tlie men seeriled content, playing rrielodies on 
a pt-iillitive flute after their evening i-rleal, which consisteel oCun~~su -  
ally large and heavy cllq7attis (flat, round hrcad baked on an open fire) 
~naclc fi-om hi-own wllcat flour. We providcd thclli with tea. O n e  of 
thern, arriiecl with a I~untsrnan's rifle, stated that nlnrklror. (Iiorned 
wild slieep, crlpr.ufalioneri) were fiiirly common in the hilly fiwest of 
Zhob. Their cal-eti-ee lives and sii-rlplc joys heightelled our awareness 
of the  diflkrct~cc between thcir world arid ours. In tllat environrnent 
it see111t.d hard to tell which \WAS tlit. nlore desirable. No t  long after 
sunset they wrapped themselves into homespun woollen shawls ;~ncl 
scttlcd down for the night. 

Tlie top of the rL~kl~t-i-Sulairn;rn Range was re;lcl~ed afier a three- 
hour climb the nesT day in slorious weather. The  section directly 
above oilr camp provided an interesting \cramhlc of  SO0 metres tliat 
rcqili~-cd occasional t i~ndholds.  Bcyoilcl that, Icadinq to a ridgc run- 
ning fioiri i~c)i-tll to south, were two clift:~ ot'firrn s;~ndstorlt- provided 
with pri~nitive hut adecluate aids in tlle Irianner of  r i l l  firrala (\vithout 
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the security of nlctnl structures bolted illto the rock), coli~prising 
wooderl ladders and llandrails inge~liously wo~~e11 togetller with nlpc 
strands held fast to each otllel- and to the rock. Tllry wcre less pre- 
carious tha11 they looked. The  men danced gracefully up, r c f c r r i l ~ ~  
to the111 as sheratti sar-ak, or  a Sllei-ani patllway. wliich cildcd at a col 
on the ridge. Followi~lg bailks of cotlsolidated stlow 011  the less steep 
west face bclow the ridge, we at-rivecl at the top of the highest peak 
crowned by a xiarat (a religious Moslcn~ slirine), wl~icll our cscorts 
were jubilant to have reached in wi~iter. Ail llour was spent seated oil 
the highest point of  the Takht-i-Sulai~nan Range, absorbiilg silelltly 
in the sharp and clear atlnospher-c the ba~-t-eu~lcss of llu~ldreds of 
kllometrcs of  the satldy plain below dottcd with ettlpty brown hills 
in every direction, broken only in tlie west by the ccr~itrasting dark 
p e n  of  tlie Zhob f i x s t .  

The  descent seetned like an anticlimax. Leaving the surnlnit at 
noon, we were back at the carnpsite three haul-s later whcrc we daw- 
dled in the afterrlooil sun over tea and a snack before sctti~lg out for 
the final descent to Hagasar. After altnost three haul-s, our fi~ot-weary 
q o u p  stumbled over a moraitlc-like path in total dal-kncss on tllc last 
strctch to tllc village, whcrc we wcre wclcorncd by the I~eadtliati with 
stearriirlg cups of sweet tea. 



T h c  I Ionourable (:Iiarlcs (;ranvillc 131-uce arrived in India it1 18HO 
at tlic agc of 33 as a lierltenant appointed to  scrvc in the 5th Gurkha 
Rifles. 011 his rctii-einei~t 32 years later, he was granted the honor- 
aly colonelcy o f  his regimetlt, an honour that lie greatly prized. 
111 1892 he joined Martin Conway's pioticeririg cspcditiorl to the 
Ibrakora~l-1. Three years later, when AF Murrlrriery arrived i l l  In- 
clia with Noi-rnan Collie and Geofti-ey Hastings to attempt Nanga 
I'arbat, 13ruce lilet the party a t  Astor and was itlvited to join them, 
togetller with two C;tlrklias from his regiment.' I lur ing his army 
service Bruce took part in several carnyaigns in the tribal areas of 
the Ichyber and Nor th  Waziristan against Afghan invaders and rebel 
tribesmen, wlicrc hc  organised and trained men to work as Frontier 
Scouts in tlic hills that corriprisc tlic major t'cattlre of  thcir country. 
H e  selectecl tllem fix tlieir wiry physique, fleettiess of' foot, a ~ i d  
skill as marksmen. In later years, when asked about his Frontier 
ex?,ericncas, hc once I-eplied, 'I think I have run away fi-om cvery 
tribe o n  thc Frontier at one  tirrie or  another.' 1 Tc loved mountains, 
rnaking several visits to Sikkim a ~ i d  tlie Kulu and Kaghan Villcys, 
and was deeply revered by his Gurklins, with whom he conversed 
i l l  f l~lcnt  C;~~rkliali. As a <;cne~-al, 13rucc was pcrliaps more widely 
rernernbel-ctl his Icc~cicrship of tlic Everest cxpctlitions of  1922 
and 1924. 

l'rter Oliver, Frank Smythe's comp:rnioii in C;arliwal in 1937 and 
a mcniber of the cspcditiotl to Evcrcst in 10.38, spent part of his 
Indian Arrr~y carcer attaclied to tlie S o ~ ~ t l l  W/azirista~l Scouts, wliere 
he kept fit by scouring the hills with qroups of liis men 'fiw the 
of  thcir souls and to teach tlicm that they are not tllc o~ i l y  people 
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Pony caravan fording the Chatru stream. Spiti 1955. 

The Kanzam Pass (4550m) leading into Spiti, 1955. Lahul peaks behnd. 



Upper Ratang Valley approaching meadow. Peak 6010m is on the 
left. Spiti 1955. 

Peak 6010m from camp above the meadow at 5300m. Spiti 1955. 



Mali-ka-Parbat North Peak (5223m) left, South Peak (5290m) 
right. Saif-ul-mulk Lake, corner right below. Kaghan 1967. 

Mali-ka-Parbat from Burawai Peak. Kaghan 1965. 



F Hoflin climbing north-west face leading to south summit of 
Mali-ka-Parbat. North summit visible behind. Kaghan 1972. 



Siran I1 (5012m) from Siran Col. Kaghan 1972. 



Laden porters leaving depot camp for base. Sunshine lighting 
north face of Minapin Peak. Karabtnm 1958. 

The route from base to Camp 1 in the basin above icefall. The 
lower slopes of Minapin are on the right with Sumayar on the left. 
Karaknram 1958 



%d Warr and Chris H o p  leavi~g Crmp 2 fot the .arepr ridge of 
Minapin. l h . r ~ r a m  1958. 



North ridge and summit plateau of Minapin from top of Sumayar. 
Arrow indicates actual summit. Karakoram 1958. 



Cvnp 3 bclow the west ridge. l b d ~ ~ m  1958. 



Camp 4 on a level shoulder at the foot of sunlit slopes. Warr and Hoyte 
were last seen halfivay up the snow dome above. Karakoram 1958. 

Militiamen approaching Matiltan Fort. Swat & Kohistan 1962. 



Upper camp placed in snow basin (centre). Falak Ser behind. Swat 
& Kohistan 1962. 

First camp at Paloga. Swat 8r Kohistan 1962. 
- -. 



Approaching Falak Ser's north ridge. Swat & Kohistan 1962. 

First glimpse of Siri Dara Peaks from Paloga Pass. Swat & Kohistan 



Ascent to camp below Siri Dara Plateau. "Breithorn" behind. Swat 
& Kohistan 1962. 

First view from above of Siri Dara Plateau. (Part) Breithorn left, 
central peak right. Swat & Kohistan 1962. 



Yusufzai armed escorts: Mam Seth (left) and Sobhan (right). 
Swat & Kohistan 1962. 

Sherani Sarak. Tribal Country 1967. 



British regimental plaques on  the Khyber Road. Tribal Country 
1961. 

r - j .d  I t4: , ,  > A . !-!, 
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In Landikotal Bazar, Tiibal Country 1961. 



At the top of Takht-i-Suleiman (3385m), South Waziristan. Tribal 
Country 1967. 

Motor road from Peshawar to Khyber Pass. Tribal Country 1961. 
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who can walk over ilills." I le once walked from Ilaznlak t o  thc top 
of Mount Shuidar, 16krr1 away and 1830 metres above, i l l  two hours 
and 40 ininutes. liazillak is an isolated post in the Ileart of tlle Sou t l~  
W~ziristan hills, 40k1n fi-om the Mghan fi-onticr. It is iilsidc a timi- 
tied area and was the target of  frcqucnt I-aids within and across the 
frontier - a state of  ai'fairs that llas greatly deger~el-atcd today leading 
to more serious consequences. 111 1970, Oliver's exploit on  Shuidar 
struck me as being an i~lteresting way to spend a w c c k c ~ ~ d  away fi-o~n 
the sulnmcr heat of the P u ~ ~ j a b  Plains. 

At the end ofMarch I set out by  car fi-0111 my station near M u l t a ~ ~ ,  
accompanied by rr~y Pakistani driver and equipped with a I-ucksack 
carlying b o d  and water for a fccw days. The  200k111 drive to tlic In- 
dus River took five Iiours. i~ lc ludi~lg  a lengtl~y wait on  its east bank 
for a pl-inlitive ferry, which, at the tinle, provided the only rneails of 
crossitlg to llera Isinail Khan, an important town situated on t l ~ c  op- 
posite bank o f  the river. The  c ro s s i~~g  point was approxinlatcly I S k ~ n  
wide where the waters of t l ~ e  river coursed throiigl~ several season- 
ally cllailgiilg channels. Downstream from tllere, 300krn 1)elow in 
the hot Sind I'lains at I'anjnnd where five rivers - the IiiJus, Jhclurn, 
C:henal,, Sutlej, and 13cas - rrlcct (Ilarg = five, rtad = ~nccting point), 
the co~ribiiled waters are harrlesscd a t  the Sukkur Barrage. wllel-e 
electricity is generated to tlleet Pakistan's growing i~ldusti-ies in the 
province of  Sind. I t  was 1 1 a ~ n  by the time I drove t h~ r )ug l~  11~1-a Is- 
mail Khan. I Ialf a11 11ou1- latc~. we e ~ ~ t e r e d  tllc bustling town of'Tank, 
situated at the f c ~ t  of the hills and reputed to be the third hottest 
place in the world. Tank was the wiilter headquarters of Rhs t a~ l ' s  
south-west agcncy and contained a hospital, scllools. and a few s~rlall 
industries. Tllc town was crowdcd with thc c o ~ ~ ~ i n g s  and ~ o i ~ ~ g s c o f  a 
resident population ellgaged i l l  agriculture and was a transient zone 
for the cxcl~angc of  nlcrchalldisc and arms; it was also a hotbcd for 
covert political intrigues between overtly f r i c~~d ly  r~cighhuurs witliin 

yroxiinity of their comnlon border. 
Wctziristan has I~cen  described as a land of difficult hills contain- 

ing dccp and rugged defiles. It is the 11otne of trigccr-l~apyy Mahsud 



and Wxziri trit)esn~en who  I-~avc a reputation for bc i~lg  anlong the 
wildest on the Frontier, ancl the fiercest oppollellts of the presencc 
of outsiders in their territory. After the end of World War I, fi-tun a 
mixtlire of Waziri tribes, the Toc11i SCOLI~S wcrc f i~rmcd by the 13rit- 
is11 in tllc nol-tll, and thc Soutll Waziristan Scouts in tho south. They 
were discipli~led and ef'fective f i x e s  se~v ing  under British officers, 
and a keen rivaliy grew behveen the two. This temporary harness- 
ing of the tribes was an i~nprovc~ncn t  which subdurcl some of their 
earlier activities when unyrcdictat>lc incidents were not uncommon, 
including the rnurclers o h  British colninariding of'ficer a ~ l c l  a district 
political agent. 

13cyond Tmk the road c l i~nbs  into the fi,othills tl~-oug11 unspoilt 
woodecl country, attractive owing to its seclusio~i, wl~ei-e practically 
no other wheeled traffic was met. 1 was beginning to feel how inuch 
I was e~~joyi i lg  myself and visualising the p1eas~1rt.s that lay ahead, 
when I tuct an unavoidable obstacle in the for1~1 o f a  s e n t ~ y  post with 
closed gates guarded by a group of'arlrlecl soldiers. I was 1-quested 
to show Iny pass. 1 11'd no  pass. Not  having anticipated the need 
to obtain one, solno quick tllinkir~g was  rccl~~ircd. Seal-ching inside 
Iny I-t~cksack wit11 Kcigncd uncollccrli, I l>roduccd my p;lssport. The  
NCO to wllorn I l~arldecl it would probably have been unable to 
read English, or he could have I,een impressed I,y the royal coat of 
arms on  the front covcr. 1 Iandi~lg the docunlc~it  bnck, he saluted 
smartly and sigttlallcd an ordcrly to opcn thc gates. It pleased mc 
to think t h ~ t  his action nligllt Ilavc owed surnetl~ing to an ancestor 
who  had se~ved  under British officers. M y  relief was palpable and 
my reputation probably gained scvcral notches in the esteem ofn ly  
driver. T h c  road c o n t i n ~ ~ e d  to climb t l ~ ~ - o ~ ~ g l l  a loncly .?l-en ide,~lly 
suited for all ~1111~1~11 or an 111lexpecte~1 shot ffonl a S I I~~C ' I . ' s  rifle. If 
my driver, a l 'u~~jahi  fionl the plains. erltertained feelings of al:lrm, 
Ile did not cxp-ess any I \VAS crassly unaware o f  any scnsc of t l a ~ l ~ c r ,  
counti~lg OII  the rcsyectable appenranct. of  nly ~ r r ~ i f i l n r ~ t ~ l  driver ~ r i t l  

civilian vellicle to see us tllr-ough. 
A strategically situated fort was huilt hy the 13ritish at Jandola 

in 1923 to housc tllc llcadcluartcrs of thc S o ~ ~ t l i  Wctzirista~l Scouts. 
W'III;~, tlle last Iialjitation i~ea r  the Afi&ha11 fi-o~ltier, is 70Lm away to 
the west, and the large town of Mirnnshal~, thc 1101llt. of the Tocl~i 



Scouts, is 80krn to tllc ilortll, containing a f i~rt ,  scl~cx,ls, a I~ospitnl, 
sillall industries and, during the Hritisl~ period, an I U F  station. TE 
Lawrence, or aircraftsnlan Shaw as he was lu1ow11 t l~en ,  was sta- 
tioned at Miranshah in 1028. O w i ~ i g  to a hrokcn-ciown truck. 1lc 

spent a n ig l~t  with oftiiccrs at their tncss in Ja~ldola, presc~~t ing t h c ~ l ~  
with a copy of his book, Rrvolt in tltc De~.rtz, illscribed wit11 an apolcjby 
because o f  its battered condition. 111 a letter written from Mirailslzah 
hc dcscribcd the tow11 as 'a no-man's land . . . like falling over the 
edge of the world.' T h e  strategic position of tliis tow11 has grown 
eilorinously in sig~lificaiice of  late, owing to the support provided to 
infiltrators fiom Afghanistan by tribal sympathisers.' 

Reaching Ja~ldola at l p ~ n ,  I approached a ncat, white butlqalow 
surroundeci by a well-kept garden. It seen~ed to be the sort of place 
where I might obtain infonn'ltion about tlie state of t l ~ e  road to HAZ- 
~nak.  45km away to thc nortll, and the possibility OK finding accoln- 
t noda t i o~~  there. I was rrlct by an nrdci-ly who infornicd 111c that this 
was the officers' Irless, and enquired ~vlletlier I had all appointi~lent 
with his chief: 1 explained illy requirerlleilts and he disappeared to 
convey I T ~ Y  message. While 1 stood on the veranda adnliring the 
blosson~s in the gardcn. a youngish rnarl in casual civilian drcss ap- 
yroaclled, iiltroduciilg hii~lself as Major Mnrntar, in cotntna~ld of 
the rnilitary post, and expressing surprise at my presellce. 'I-low did 
you manage to reach this point?' Ilc enquired. You arc riot suppoccd 
to bc hcrc witllout a special ycl-tllit.' I Ic ~ ~ ~ o d i f i e d  his rctllarks by 
adding tliat notllirlg persolla1 was nlealit. 'Foreigiers are per~nitted 
occasionally to enter tribal zones. but only with tlie pnwision of an 
arnlcd cscort.' 'Could ilc PI-ovidc one?' 'That \voulJ take time. and 
would need to be referred to a higl~er authority' The ~llajor seemed 
eager to help, hut was powerless to do  so. We had reaclled an i~nyasse. 
With disappoi~ltmcnt WI-ittcn across my face, hc decided to ctrctcl~ 
tllc rulcs hy telephoning to the political agcllt at T11ik. You 1111lst 
appreciate,' he explained, 'tllat t l~ is  is da~lgerous tribal col~lltry I fwe 
let you tllrc,~~gll wt: arc directly responsible fill- your personal safety.' 

Tllc lx'litical agent at Tank was less tllail accomn~odati~lg. I lis cries 

3 At J ~ n d o l a  i l l  August 2007, trihcslllcn belleaclccl a I'akista~~i soldicr. one of 16 c;ll)turcd 
hy tllc-111, t l i r c a t c l ~ i ~ l ~  tliat rnorc dccapit;ltions would fi)llow if tell lllcn ut'thcir ~ 1 1 1 1 ,  held 
i t 1  I'akistali [or suicide att;lcks. werc I I O ~  rclcaseci. 



ofalann that I had got so f i r  were auciihlc tlirough tlic telcylionc; lie 
derr1andt.d tllat I sllould return without delay. Thus  ended lily plan 
to c l in~h  Shuidirr. Mdjor Mumtaz e ~ r e s s e d  his goodwill by inviti~ig 
me to Ir~nch at tlie tiless, arid by adv i s i n~  tlic checkpoint below to 
expcct r~ iy  rcturn and to per-niit frce p'lssagc. 

Altlio~~gli lily experiences on tlie Nortli West Frontier of Palastan 
relate to a period of re1;rtive calm that prevailed there almost 50 years 
ago, about two decades after the Uritish had tlcpartcd fi-om tlie sub- 
co~ltiticnt, tlic episode reveals how fixgile the control of  the tribal 
areas by the ceritral authorities was ever] then. 

Judging by the past history of the regioii it is not surprising that 
the I?~tIian tribes who dwell in the frontier regions of Pakistan - 
with their tribal codes, clans, propensity for switctling allegiances, 
and hasty resort to aggression and violence - continue to be a source 
of ernbarrassnictit to  l'akistnn as they wcrc to tlie 13ritisll. (:urrent 
i~if'ort~iation provided t,y tlic tilctlin about the rclatiot~sliip bctwccn 
tlie tribes~lleri atld tlleir Afghan neighbours coriies as no  s~irprisr; 
tlie e l e~ i~en t s  (or such an evolution have '~lways been in plnce. Tur- 
bulent conditions in Afghanistan arc not a ricw plicriomcnon, hav- 
i ~ l g  existed to a grcatcl- or  lesser tlegrce throughout the country's 
past and recent Ilistory, wllile ve~iciettas 2nd ~lnres t  have been, arid 
remain, a recurring problen~ betsveeri tlie l'atlian tribes tl~eniselves. 
That NOI-th and Solltl~ Waziristan now appcar to be largely undor 
tlle i t i t l~~eucc of ~.cliginus f~ir~darncrltalists from across the border 
appears to be an established, i f  ofi-icially unapproved arid unadmit- 
ted, fict in spite of assurances to the contrary given to the Isla111'1had 
govcrn1nen t by a fcw tribal c t1icf.s. T h c  dictancc separating 
Islaniabad fro111 an 800krri-long ~i ioul~ta in  fi-otiticr virtually places 
the activities of the tl-ibesmen beyond the scope or  power of cen- 
tral authority. Attc~npts on the spot by tlic I'akjstan a-lny to impose 
sotnc dcgrcc of  control have rcsulted in bloody battles between op- 
posing fbrces. Witli fi~nclarrientalist c len~ents  violently threatening 
to spread their beliefs and ideals across the world, Pakistan occupies 
a high place on the list of tlie world's dnngsr 'Ircas. 





Looking back on Iny tliree visits to tlie Kagllau vallcy bctwcen 1965 
and 1972, I regret having focussed solely 011 its highest mountain, 
Mali ILI Parbat (5290rri), tending to ignore the existence of' smaller 
qoupuclf  peaks and glaciers spread across its northern region, of 
which solnc had not been fully explorcd and, with few cxceptions, 
none liacl beer1 clirnbed. In terins of lleight, the rnountairis seern in- 
significant, but they confi)rm to the alpine character of the valley. are 
easily accessiblc, and are, or were, a pcrfcct playground for seekers 
of sccret p l , ~ c s  as yet untroddc~i it1 the tradition of thc cxplorcrs of 
tlie European Alps cluring the micl-19th century. Size and scale are 
considered iniportant for mountain climbers, but for those urho de- 
rive gcnuinc plcasurc from the mountains, tliey are not ticcessarily 
the principal attraction. Although ~ r ly  single-~riindcd cffbrts resulted 
in the second ascelits o f t h e  north a l ~ d  south surrirriits of'Mali-kn- 
P~rbnt ,  tliey deprived tne of the e~ijoyment of acquiring a closer ac- 
cl~iaiiitaticc with otlier inountains fl~rnlitlg part of the Kaglian Alps, 
and of wiliier opporturlitics for treading ncw grot~nd.  

Tlie I-Ionourable CG Bruce, who first visited Kagli~n in 1890, was 
a regular visitor to the valley during tlie early years of the 20th cen- 
tury,' acltnittiilg to liaving spcnt solnc of his li.~ppicst days tllcrc. Ac- 
colnpanicd by AL Munini and the Swiss glide Maurice Indcrbinneri 
i l l  1907, lie clil~ibed Shikdra (487_irn), brit did riot atterript to clitnb the 
liigllcst peak, which tic rcfcrrcd to as the 'giant' of tlie vallcy. That lahcl 
n~iglit seen] cxaggcratcd, b t ~ t  it is not iriappropriatc sincc the 11-1o1111tai~i 
towers above its tieiglibours aricl presents a challenging aspect froiri 
every direction, its closest corltender beins almost 300 ~iietr-es lower. 

Tlie Knshan valley is approached via ltawalpindi and Abbottabnd 
to Ihlakot, the largest village situ.~tcd bcsidc tlic lower rcacllcs of 

' At that tirnc Kdgl~arl LVJS ex~)e~. ier~ci i~g regrllar r~icls fi-oiri "Wild Kol1ist;lrlis" 0 1 1  its west- 
ern boriirrs. 



tllc Kur~llar river, near its iullctiot~ wit11 t l ~ c  Jl~clutn river tlowi~lg, 
soutli-east into Kashn~ir. Balakot was at tlie epicelitre of a devastat- 
ing earthquake in the autuilul of 2005, whicli virtually wipecl out the 
village and I-esultcd in ail cstit~latcd loss of life of  ovcr 7O,OO0 people. 
Tlic carthqiiakc was followed by a series of  lalldslides that dcstroycd 
roads, bridges, fields, cattle, hornes, and much of the ne ig l~bou r i~~g  
area, causing the total loss of  the livelillood o f  its iilha1)itants. Inter- 
national help was ~ ~ ~ a d c  available in tllc fat-IT] of  incdical aid, shcltcr, 
and food to support the surviving population living i l l  tents during 
severe wiiltei- weather. More than one year afier the disaster there 
was little change in the living conditions of  tllc survival-s bcl-eft of  
their lands and possessions. Not  all the finaricial aid plcdgcd was 
received. T h e  rebuilding of  Ualakot iliigllt ilcver take place. Seisnio- 
logical esarnirlatiorl has sllowil that the area, situated above a weak 
crust line, is tcctonically unsound and vulnerable to recur-ring cart11 
tremors. Plans have been studied for construction of' a ticw town 
further to the south-east toward Muzafiargarll. near Pakistan's bw- 
der with IL~shrnir. 

Thc waters of thc I<unl~al- I-ivcr have thcir 01-igi11 in a t1umbt.r of 
subsidialy strcams issuing frotn the slnall glacier systems iri  the north 
that enter the i11ain valley fro111 the east alicl west. At the top ofthe val- 
ley. about 120hn north of I.lal~kot, is the Uhusai- p ~ s s  (4170rn). The 
road lcading to it, suitable f i ~ -  filur-\vhecl-drive vehicles, is usually 
ope11 fionl July to October, sectiolis of it illcludiilg a series ofwoodrn 
bridges havirig to he rebuilt every summer after tllr ineltillg of- the 
wii~tcr  snows. The pass ~ised to provide thc inain link to Cllilas and 
Gilgt, hut its itnportancc h c g ~ t ~  to diilli~lisll after t11c opcliil~g i l l  tlie 
1970s of the Indus Valley Iiighway, jointly colistructcd by Paalust~~ii and 
China. The  people ofthe lower valley were traditiollally ag-iculturista 
who cultivated on tcl-raced and wcll-it-I-igatcd fields crops c)f wheat, 
~rlaizc, vegetables, and fruit, wllicll provided tlleltl wi t11 a colllfort- 
able level of subsisteilce. Largr  tracts of lalid and sollie of the forests 
were held by hereditaly owners, the Sa1yi(/s, who generally exercised a 

bcncvoleilt authority ovcr tllcir tenants. During the sumnlcl; nolnad 
fanlilies tnigratcd up tllc vallcy, driving tllcil. Ilorscs, sllccp, g~a t s ,  cows, 
bukhlos. and poultty to green pastures situated sout l~  of tlle Babusar 
pass, wliich they occupied until driven down by cold autumn winds. 



A topop,~pliical sulvey of'tlie vallcy was carried out  by the Sur- 
vey of' India in 1926 when five rtinntlis of fieldwork ancl the es- 
tablislime~it of 15 triangulation stations resulted in the p111,lication 
of tlie tirst Imps. Owing to tlic proxinlity of  the larger I<ashmir 
mot~titains to the cast, tlie Kaghan 'lrca tcndcd to bc ovcrloakcd by 
trekkers arid clirribers, although trout fishing in the K~inltar river 
was said to be superior to that in I<cisliinir ancl attracted regular 
summer visitors. 

RL I Ioldsworth o f  the 1)oort School in I>clira I)un provided riic 
with i i lhnnation about Mali-ka-Parbat, having trtade two attempts 
to c l i~nb  it  in the 1030s fi-om the north-west, one  o f  which almost 
succeeded. Hut he was not thc first. In the late 1020s, (:aptail1 13W 
Battye, dcconlpanizd by Gurkha solcliers fiorri his regirrient, ap- 
pears to Itave approaclied the mountain firom tlie north-east and 
climbed the north peak (522.3111) that is connected by a narrow 
ridq-c about two kilonictrcs long to the liiglicr south pcak (520Orri). 
1 liave bee11 unable to trace any record of  Battye's ascent. The  south 
peak wah first reached by its north-west face in 1940 by Lieutenants 
Willougliby and l'ricc on a spell of  Icave fionl arrny scrvicc during 
World War 11. Tlicrc aype~ rcd  to hc no furthcl- infbrrnation about 
at ten~pts  to cl i i~lb the rriountain. 

I11 196.5, \vhen planning a two-week holiday in I<aghan with John 
Austin, a civil engineer working in Lahore, wc decided to examine 
the o r i g i~~a l  ascent rcmtc which rises over 2000 rtictrcs at~ovc the 
lake o f  Saif-ul-Muluk. There is a Iege~id allout a hiry princess who 
was banished to its depths by her fither fill- nlar~ying a mortal with 
whom she liatl fallen in love. If truc, hcr icy rcmains may I t ~ v c  s ~ r -  
vived the 01-deal since thc lake is frozen Lor about six niontlis every 
y t . a r . '~a i f -u l -~u luk  Lake at 31 25 rrietres tiad h r ro~ l ie  a popular des- 
tination L)r tourists wlio were able to I-each it hy veliiclr in under an 
hour fronl the tourist centre of Nara~ i  (242.51n), sitr~atcd l ia lhay up 
the valley frro~i-i R~lctkot. 

W h e ~ t  Austin and I first w;llked up  to Saif-ul-Muluk from Nilran 

'The  tale recalls an earlier lege~ld abor~c :I I;~ke. IIO 101lgt.1- in esiscence. \?elow Mont Pi- 
1;lttis (2121111) il-1 S\\:itzel.l;l~id. wllicll was visitckl by 1.1lo1iks il-I tile 16th cc11tt11.y scc,kirig 
to disco\~c.l- tlle t)ody of l'o~itius I)il;~te, wliicll WAS I)~Iicveci to I I ; I V ~  hee11 clcl)osited in the 
lakc after Ilis deatll. 



KAG I I A N  ICY)5 

along a snow-covered track on  19 June, WG5, thc outlook was bleak 
and frigid. We canlped on a p l a t f o n ~ ~  above the icy surface of tllc lake 
with the shadowy sentinel o f  Mali-la-l'arbat filling the hackgrou~ld. 
The day before wc had made a prc-dawn start from Lallorc by car 
in a telnpcrature of' over 30°C. travclliog through Dalakot to Naran 
after overco~ning, with the aicl of  road workers, tliree narrow snow 
passages, the remainder of winter avalanclies whicll still coveretl 
stccpcr sections of  the hillsides. Rcyond Naran tllc vallcy remaitled 
in the grip of  wirlter, and six weeks was the earliest estimate give11 
for the reope~lillg of  tlir motor road to the Uabusar Pass. Six porters 
were engaged at Naran, two ofwhom were retained: Ma~wali  Jan, an 
eAxpcrienccd shikari (hunter), and Abdul Rasllid, a keen youth prob- 
ably on his first ellgagement. T h e  walk fro111 Narall took four I~oul-s 
through pinewoods, finishing steeply toward the point where the 
lake came into view. O u r  campsite had the disadvarltage of full e.upo- 
sure to the wind. A small wooden refiige by the lakc was locked, and 
the meadow beyorid was under heavy snow, practically cor~cealing a 
small cluster of huts occupied by herdsmen fc)r about tliree nlontlls 
during the sunlmcl: 

O u r  first day's outing above tllc west sidc of  the vallcy to cxan~inc 
the north-west face of' Mali-ka-Parbat fo~itld us struggling through 
knee-deep snow for about fi>iir hours, learili~lg ve1-y little except that 
we were probably too early to laii11c11 a serious attcinpt on thc moun- 
tain. Austin cotnplaincd of- chest pains that c v c n i ~ ~ g  and decided to 
]lave a rest day. The  followillg ~nol-niiig, accorr~pa~lied by the porter 
Ahdul Rasllid, I tnoved up miscd rock and s ~ l o w  oil the can sidc of 
the vallcy toward a ridge topped by two rocky poit~ts of 4500 illctrcs. 
About 300 nlrtres below tllr ridge, we stopped at a belt of u~lswble 
rock, partially snow-covered whicll felt tlioi-c)ughly unsafe. Cln the 
descent, llashid slipped on an icy patch fetching up about 25 1~1ct1.c~ 
below, fortunately u~lhurt ,  but having broken Ai~sti~l 's ice a c  in all at- 
telnpt to brake 11is slide. Rack at carnp Austin was I - ~ I I ~ I ~ ~ I I ~  a telnpera- 
ture and decided to descend to Naran acco~np~nied by Manvnli Jan. 

T h c  n c a  day was spcnt i~lspccting snow conditions at the foot of 
Mali-ka-Parhat's ilortll-west ficc. It did not surprisc inc to f nd thc 
45-degree face icy wit11 a thin s ~ i o w  cover, and it seemed evidellt that 

nothins iisefiil could be achieved hy extellding our stay nt Saif-ul- 
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by crocuses, pritnulas, and forget-~ue-nots. A snow-covcrcd rnorail~c 
led us toward the basin a t  the foot of the twill peaks. Manvali Ian, 
wearing primitive gaiters, complairled of cold feet and was not eager 
to continue. Arriving at  a col between the two peaks, wc I-cached 
the top of the soutl~cl-11 peak to be grccted by a ~llountair~ panoranla 
i~icluding a new aspect of Mali-ka-Parbat seen f r o ~ r ~  the 1101-tli-east. 
standing out as the obvious 'giant' of the I(ag11an Valley. The northern 
aspect of the latter was sufficiently allrlri~lg to lead 111c thcrc not lolig 
after, as related below. Fro111 the su~iirriit on wliicl~ we stood, situated 
on the north-west crest of Kaghan dividing it fro1~1 the Indus Valley, 
1 was able to identify Mankial, Falak Scr, and thc Siri Ilara peaks iri 

Kohistan, with the impressive bulk of Nanga I'arbat do~ninatirig tllc 
view on tlle northern horizon. 111 brilliarit weather we were provided 
with a fine panorama of valleys, glaciers, and mou~ltains occupying 
upper sectors of the Kagllan I-cgion to the east and west. An hour 
later wc rctur~led to Ma~wali Tan, seated or1 a rock plathl-~n abovc the 
moraine, who said that he had watclied I-nost of our clin~b. Descend- 
ing below the snc~wline, the contrasting green of grass and flcwers in 
the late afternoon scc~ncd, as always, to 1~ 011c of tlic Inany rewards 
of a long day abovc thc suowlinc. Supper a t  the 13urawai rest liousc 
that evening was acco~npanied hy a touch of D r a ~ ~ ~ b u i r ,  wllicli Aus- 
ti11 had saved for just such. an occasion. 



T h e  view f i o~ i i  Ijurawai I'cak il l  106.5 of  thc northrrn aspect of 
Mali-ka-Parhat WAS suggestive o f  an unfinished adventure in the 
IL2gliarl valley. I discussed plans wit11 friencls in Pakistan, iriclucliiig 
Norman Nol-I-is, wlio had just I-eturned with Austrian mountaineer 
Wolfgaiig Stcfin from a visit to  Swat in 1907, when they made the 
first ascelit of Miarig~ll Sar and c1irnl)ed Ma~ikial. Norris seemed 
ex-trernely fit and was eager to visit Kaghan. Among other ex~a t r i -  
ates working in I'akistan on engineering and blrildirig projects, it 

was not always easy to  co-ordinntc short spells of  local Icavc. Gene 
White, an Arrlericari civil engineer w o r h ~ i g  i l l  Multan, expressed 
interest atid decided to join us with his wife Uctsy, along with their 
two-ycnr-old son Eric. I agreed to a reqrlcst From the I<arakoram 
Cl111, in Lahore to incl~tdc onc of i t s  mcrnbcrs, Abdul Rauf, a gcog- 
raphy student at Prrrijab University, wllo had done sonie rnotintain 
trekhrlg but no climbing. 

OLII- party of six set out finm Lahore on 1 july, threc wceks latcr 
that1 1 had done hvo years earlier, re'lching Ralakot in thc late after- 
noon. We fbu~lcl the turgid wdters of tlie Kunhar river swollen to 
levels well al->ove ~ ~ o r n l a l ,  owing to copious spring and su1111ne1- rain- 
Call. The  six-hour drive by jeep to  Naran tlic next day was ~nost ly on  
a d ~ y  road clcarcd of all traces ocwintcr s~low, in contrast to rlly first 
experience, but beyond Naran tlie roacl was still closed to wlieeled 
traffic. 011 3 July we set out with our caravan of two diminutive 
donkcys, a pony fc)r Eric, and two porters, one o fwhom srizcd a bag 
weighiiig 7kg as his clioice of a load, a privilege ofwhich he was soon 
denied. During the walk to 13attakundi we were greeted by g r o ~ ~ p s  of 
villagcl-s tillitiq ficlds and digging irrigation channels fi,r tlicir nlaizc 
and wheat crops. T h e  caretaker of ' t l~c rest lic>usc, I c a r n i ~ i ~  tliat wc 
were lle'lding soutll for the Lladar valley, tolcl us rliat apart fi-or11 'I 
party of six fi)reigiiers who spent one night on the Cllitta glacier a 



fcw years earlicr, it was rarc f i ~ r  toul-ists to visit t l~a t  area. That glacicr 
was our  principal objective as a possible approacll to Mali-ka-l'art~at, 
as it might have been f iw tlle earlier party. Tlie Lladar valley looked 
interesting with a group of four small glacicrs to the soutli, tlic Siran, 
Burji, Klnbanar. aild Jora. above wl~icll rise a line of peak5 ranging 
in height from 4800 to 5000 irietres, as well as two passes. Tllod 
Gali and Kalapani Gali, occasionally used by shepllel-ds t o  drive their 
flocks over to Kashnlir. 

A sliort walk frolti Battakuiidi the next day led us to t l ~ e  eiitrancc 
ofthe Dadar valley, which we found still covered wit11 patclles ofwin- 
tcr snow. Iiocky sections, boulders, and unbl-idgcd strealns causcd 
problcnls for the donkeys, otlc ofwllicll droppcd its load, fi~rtunatcly 
witllolit darnage to itself or the contellts. At 3250 rrietres 011 a broad 
nleadow near the junction of the Siran and Uurji streatns we tound 
a canlpsite on grass. Neal-by werc three snlall huts and a ~nosquc  oc- 
cupied by a fanlily of'landownel-s fi-0111 Balakot, o ~ i c  of whutrl was a 
rna~,rlvi (inusliln teacller). They were helpful and hospitable, permit- 
ting us to set up our cookhouse and itless inside their mosque, with 
two rescrvatiotls: tio shoes and no smoking. I can still pictul-e the 
rnarrlvi, a patient figure scatcd outside each cvcl~ing, wrappcd in a 
l lorr~espu~l woolleri shawl waiting for the appointed sunset Iiour to 
niake the day's fifth and last call to prayer. 

The  day after our  arrival was spent in a 1-ccon~laissa~lce of thc 
Chitta glacicr. wllich, from an old skctcli tnap. wc gatl~crcd Howcd 
tlorth-east frorrl Mali-ka-l'arbat. Norris, Wliite, Rauf; atid I ,  acconi- 
pallied by two porters, moved up the valley to the sc)uth, searching 
the slopes to our  right for signs of a glacier. Instinct rather tlla11 con- 
victiorl led us up a 11;111gi112 valley containing a small stream wllose 
sorlrcr was not visible. We fi~llowed it up a slope of nlixed #-ass and 
scl-ce cnding 450 inctrcs abovc at a large patch of snow. Thc  latter 
drcw us folward illto an etlcloscd glen covcrcd with grass and ~ C I I -  

tia~is. Ulicertain wfietller we hat1 beell ~ilisled, we discovered that 
the gleli swept sharply out of siglit to our left. Tllere hcing 110 other 
option, we fidli)wcd it and. roulldillg a cort~ci-, found ourselves fac- 
ing thc tcrtninal moraine of thc Cllitta glacict-. A stccp asccnt ahovc 
its siloi~t led us to tlie vhiect of our search. Directly allead to tlle 
south-west stood tlie wllite pyra~nid uf Mal i -k-hrbat  - no l o n g r  



an irriagc on .I photograph, but dl1 a c c ~ s s i b l ~  112011r1taiii. Viewcci ,at 
close quarters, we were e~iconraged to fi11d that tl~el-c appeared to be 
110 111ajor difficulty i11 niah11g an abcent fi-om this side. 

Wliile 13ctsy White remained with Eric at our  1)adar bnse, tlie four 
of'us spent thc ncxt two d,~ys huilding arld occupying two camps at 
3800 ~iietres on tlie Chitta glacier a~icl ~t 4750 rrietres in a snow basit1 
~t tlit: foot of  the north ridge of Mali-ka-Parbat. Fro111 the Iligher 
cam13 wc climbed to a gap on thc ridgc in 01-dcr to study as much as 
was visit>lc of'tlic way ahead. The  s11a1-p ridgc upon which we stood 
fell in an al~ilost vertical drop of 1800 i~letres to tlie Saifrul-Muluk 
valley, wlici-e the mirror-like lake rcflccted the afternoon sun. The 
view beyond irlcludcd Nariga Parbat, I T~~ranrosh, Ratura, arid nearer 
at liarid, the rriou~itairis of Swat a ~ i d  IC?shmir sharply outlinecl in a 
clear sky. 

I laving decided that a rope of  two would be safer o n  the narrow 
and exposed ridge, the tlonour was given to Norris and Wllite. On 
9 July, a wake-up call was agreed at 4.45am arrd tlie two of tlierri 
departed frroln Camp 2 at .5.45'1m on  a cloudless ~norning.  We were 
ahle to follow their PI-ogress for the ncxt two hours, during which 
they gained 400 metres befill-e passing out of  sight. They then nrovcd 
out onto tlie 45-degree 11ort11-west face, clinibing three rope lengtlls 
of mixed snow, ice, and rock to reach the north summit of  Mali-kd- 
I'arbat. We spotted them at 8.30arn and answered their calls. The  
route Kronl there to the soutli summit continues along a narrow arrd 
exposed ridge fbr a distance of'about one kilorrietre, dipping 'Iyyre- 
ciably b e h r e  rising to the south sun~mi t .  Opinions were divided 
about whether to conti~iuc. Norris was in h v o ~ l r  of  doing so, juds- 
iiig t h ~ t  any obstacles or1 the ridge could be traversed on one side 
or the other. White was diffident, estinlating that f i ~ u r  to five hours 
wo~ l ld  be rccluired fi)r the asccnt and rct111-n. The  time f ~ c t o r  proved 
decisive, and it was agreed that tlley sho~lld t1l1-11 back. If- (:dpt'~iil 
Bdttye , ~ n d  his G~lrkl l ,~s had reachecl the ~iort l l  sun in~ i t  tjy this route, 
Norris anci White could cldirri theirs as a second  scent. We con- 
sidered it douhtf~ll  whether, without the support of an cq~ericriced 
clin~hcr, Rattyc would have continued along the cxl~oscd ridgc to 
the south summit. Norris and White desce~rded safrly to c x n p  two 
hours l ~ t e r .  With nvo i1111,xden porters liavirig arrived duririg the late 



~nornirig, we decided to clear bot l~ camps, c ~ i a b l i n ~  everyone to rc- 
turn to Dadar the sanle evc~iing. Two days later. on our dcparturc 
for Naran, we were unable to persuade our Ilosts at l>adar to accept 
any paylnen t h r  their help and l~ospitality d ~ i r i n ~  our visit of allnost 
one week. 

At Naran on 12 July, the fine weatlier co~iti t lui~~g, we hired a jeep 
for a visit to Saif-111-Muluk, which we fi)und dressed in full sunllner 
garb. Thc ~ncadows surrou~ldit~g thc shcphcrds' huts wcrc grcctl, tllc 
sllrill call of~riarrriots and the occasiotial cuckoo could be heard, and 
the rest hut by the blue waters of tlie lake was filled witli a stl-eatn 
of tourists. After scrutinizing the cxqmsu~-e and ~ r a d e  oEdifficulty of 
thc ridge connecting thc two summits of Mali-ka-l'arbat, we wcrc 
unaninious that tlie right decisiorl had been taken to forcgc) t11e tra- 
verse to the sunlmit 68 ~netl-es highel-. 

Seated below the ~nountairl in the warrntll of a sunny afttcrnoon, 
it was obvious that the most direct way to tllc liigllest point would 
be from this side directly up the north-west face, sinlilar to the route 
taken by the first ascensionists. Although delighted with the success 
of Norris and Whitc's ascent, and the satistjling crutcolnc of 
thc cxl~edition. I was unable to suppress a desire to return o~lcc Inore 
in order to round of'flny erlgage~nellt wit11 Mali-kn-Yarhat. 



It was the photograph takcn from our Ijurawai summit in 196.5 of 
Mali-ka-Parbat arid the peaks of  t11c Siran Basin that drove me back 
to resurrle rriy encc3unter witli the 'giant' of tlle valley. Five years 
were to pass before I was able to do  so. In between I spent a month 
in 1OO)J in tlie rnountnins of northern (Xitral witli Sally and Michael 
Wcstmacott, exploring the Cllutidunl glacier a n d  the soutli sick of 
tlie Lunklio peak$. I also spent three weeks in 1970 in the Naltar 
vnllcy north of Ciilgit, from where I crossed the llaintar pass, visit- 
ing the upper hasirl of the Karcngi glacier south oftlic Ratura groi~p. 
I was joined by three yourig clin~bers fiorii E~lgland, two of whorn 
clinl bed a 5.100-111et1-e peak situated on  the Ishkuman watershed. 
In 1071 I had married, and it gave me immcnsc pleasi~re to intro- 
duce my wife Eliscahcth to tlic I Iimalaya. She was not a ncwcorncr 
to rnoi~ntains, liaving beer1 irltrodiiccd to clirnbing at an early age by 
her f~ t l l e r  who was a keel1 rnountai~ieer. We spent '1 glorious week 
above Astor at a forest rest house situated on  a wide, green plain at 
3000 rrlctrcs cncirclcd by pirie and fir trccs. Frotn there we travcrscd 
1)otli ridges ericlosirlg the valley, gaining irrlpressive views of N a ~ i g ; ~  
I'arbat 1Skrn away with the uppel- section of tIerrna~lil 13ulll's 1953 
route and tlic Km~iliar Silver Sadclle clc;~rly visible. 01ir  first son 
WAS born one year Iatcr, and during the sutnlner lieat in thc Purljab 
plnins we occupied a picturesque cottage in the piile-clad llills be- 
yond Muri-re above the small villc~ge of' Dunga Galli. 

Two prcvioos visits to Kaghan liad fitted easily into '1 fi,rtniglit's 
slinlnler leave. Access was easy and plans were s i~~ip le ,  or as Sliipton 
and Tilnla11 liked to say, they c o ~ ~ l d  be written down on the h ~ c k  
of an envclopc. Platis for a third visit that had hccn discussed ear- 
lier now hcgan to crystallize. M y  wife's hrothcr, Frederick I Iiiflin, 
preparing fix his fitial rnedical exalnitiations in Switzerlmlrl, c<utie 
out to join us. Norn1;ln No]-ris was also keen to clo so with llis wife 



KAGI IAN 1972 

Jcan, altl~ougll half afraid that a I-cccnt k~ iee  itljiiry niiglit rcstl-ict liis 
clinibing. Wolf&~rig Stefan, statio~led in Karaclii, strctigtlietied a11d 
co~npleted our party of six wit11 his wife I-ielgd. Uecausc 11iy wife 
nevcr complai~icd, I had not realiscd llow tl~ouglitlcss it was of nlc 
to have left her a l o ~ ~ e  in thc cottage with our  six-~nontli-old son. It 

was only nlucti later that I lear~ied to eiriulate her u1lseltis111lt.s~ and 
tolerance. 

At 6a1n on  17 June, 1972, our party set out fi-oin thc cottage, reach- 
ing Naraii at 4 ~ 1 ~ 1  that afterllooil in two 4x4 veliicles, attcr havi~ig 
negotiated four narrow s~iow-covered stretches OII  the still-wint~y 
uppct- scctiot~s o f  the n)ad abovc 13alakot. Tllc next day wc walked up 
to Saif-ul-Muluk lake with two pack anirnals and thrcc porters, one 
of  wlloill was the caretaker of  the rest llut, wllicli Ire ope~ied fLr our 
use, although the interior was dust-laden and disorderly after its lo~ ig  
wintcr closure. At 5.30arn oil a clcar and cold rno~-ni~ig. Stefan and I 
lcft the hut  to select 'I site for a base catilp abovc the Saif-ul-Muluk 
glacier, with the i~i te~it ioi l  of exaiilirling the Sirari Basin for a train- 
ing climb prior to atteillpting Mali-ka-Parbat, leavinq tlie otht.~-s to 
follow latcr in thc tnorning with thc portcrs. Walking past thc fi-ozen 
lakc, we tnovcd casily up  the hard srlow crust covering the valley. 
Beyolid tlie glacier silolit, followirlg its course gradually eastward, we 
passed round to tlie south side of  Mali-Ll-Parbat. (311 tlie left [bank of 
thc morainc at 3650 mctrcs, finding a slleltel-cd site fix a base camp, 
wc haltcd for a sccot~d breaktjlst aftel. a walk of tllrcc and a half hours, 
pla~ltirlg a flag there to 1i1a1-k the site fur tlie others. Moving south- 
east up illoclerate slopes of ilCvC, we reached a yro~nitletlt col a t  4250 
mctrcs whcrc wc built a cairn. Tlic col provided all easy descent into 
the Sirati Basin, directly above wllic-11 rose S i r u  11 (S012iri), wllicll 
would provide an idedl traitling clitnb. 

Two tents wcrc occupied in thc Siran llasin at 40.50 i~lc t~-cs  or1 2 1 
lunc, and tllc following day, after a cli~rlb of 111ldc1- four llo~irs, Wolf- 
gang and Helga Stet111 a ~ i d  lliihin reac-lled the top of Sirdl1 11. A cairn 
was fi)und there, left by tlie first ascelisio~lists in 1069. John Wililli~ls 
and Keith Stott. who  had approacllcd thc mountain from tlie south. 
0 1 1  tlic same d~y ,  joillcd by a porter, I clit~lbed thc lower of hvo stnall 
peaks (4343m). situated nhove our base. O n  23 June. the entire party 
reacliecl its l ~ i ~ l i e r  ~ir ighhour (4495111), including Norris, wlio was 



partly handicapped by his i r q ~ ~ r c d  knee. From tllese twill p c ~ k s  we 
were able to examine the steep ailcl rocky soutt~ern side of Mali- 
ka-Parbat. 

0 1 1  24 June, while the rest of thc party clcarcd basc calnp ancl 
rcturncd to N a r ~ n ,  Stetit1 a ~ l d  I Id Hi t1  departed I-or Mali-kit-Parbat, 
bivouacki~lg on a rock platf'orill below the north-west filce at 4300 
metres that afternoon. A pre-dawn start on the 25th enahled thein 
to bcncfit fi-orn frozen conditions on thc face, up wllicl~ they crarn- 
poncd at an average angle of 45 to 50 dcgces, taking six and a half 
hours to reach the south surnnlit (52001n), leadi~lg tllrough on the 
rope and fixing a single ice screw. Special care was recluireci dur- 
ing the five-hour tlcsccnt by the satnc route, owing to thc melting 
of' the surhce siio~v overlying ice. They then crossed the Sirari col, 
descending into the Siran basin where they bivouacked that evening 
near the foot of the unclimlxd Siran I (50.30in), which provided 
them with an e~ijoyablc asccnt n f t ' o ~ ~ r  llo111-s tllc next day. Building 
a cairn CHI the sutnmit, tlley left bellind ai l  eil~pty tiri of Eill~neiltal 
cheese c o ~ l t ~ ~ i n i n g  their names. Descending that evening to the Da- 
dar ~neadow where wc had our basc in 1067, they wcrc hospitably 
received by a grollp of' ttlrcc local men residing thcrc, who gener- 
ously provided the111 wit11 a medl - their owrl s~ipplies of food ar~d 
drink Iuving ru11 out. 

The  party was re~l i~i ted  at Naran on 26 Junc, and at 6a1n the nest 
i~lorning, driving throtrgh Ralitkot for ttlc last tirnc, we rcachcd our 
forest cottage i l l  t i ~ n e  for tea. During our ten-ddy v e ~ l t ~ ~ i - e  we liatl 
crossed a new pass, macle the first 'Iscents of two small peaks above 
our base and of Siran I, and made second ascents of Siran I1 hy a new 
route, and oFthc south sutilmit of Mali-ka-Parbat. Wc had taken fill1 
aclvantage of a period of fine weather (luring which the mou~l ta i~is  
provided us with tcn days of ~lninixcd pleas~~re.  With overall ex- 
penses split, individual sllarcs of the total worked out at A co5t nirich 
below those of niy hvo earlier visits. 

Each of my three visits to tlie IL~ghan Valley provided, in their 
o w n  way, very satisfying cxpcriences, ~vhich were sharcd with con- 
gcrlial coinpanions. Iluring the period i l l  wliich they occ~~r rcd ,  thc 
valley was t)eginning to recognize its to~irist potential. This received 
'1 severe setback after the 2005 earthqudhe dis'lster that destroyed 



Balakot. Tllc valley is no longer frequcntcd hy tradc caravans I~cad- 
ills over the Bnbusar pass toward Cliilas and Gilgit. 7buris1ii s l l ~ ~ u l d  
begin to flourish again when l'ahstan recovers fro111 it:, prcse~lt 
civil and political difficulties. There is no  dcarth of interest among 
youngcr groups in Pakistati to seek advctitnrc in the attractive 111oull- 
tail1 groups rising to the ~lort l l  above the valley. 
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During the twilight years of the British Raj frwor B 
hb b y b o d  in India where, in the mid- 1930~~ he attended a boardfng * .. ., 
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a 8% j 
zchcol in Darjeeling for four yean, Dwelling whhin right of tke . - .  &-qw&em. 

k-,.cq\ 

-cle of Kangchenjunga and its satellite peak e ~ e i ~ d l  a- ~rtaig-~.;. - 

influence upon him, amusing later ambitieml brIy tob#keding hider&, 5 1 - 

, - s -, . 
rigorous Jesuit regime provided an unceabi~fig eimind&riof thd' rreed'ferr 

: 5 
sdf-discipline and a sense d.hum~uk At$e erid af\hlork$Wai ll his. f 
fatheris company, exportem d fwd gmindmb-.pi~seeds in Calcutta, tcok I. .* 

Nm gn as an apprentice. He did not find the work stirnulariqg, but found 
rpells of leave were easier to negotiatP 

v t i f y  with this -spring to adventure, even 

set for himself! 
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